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School Vision: 

"As God loves us all, our vision at Christ Church is for everyone in our family to feel equal, 

valued and prepared for life in modern British society. While walking humbly with our God, our 

children will become wise, compassionate, independent and resilient learners in an inclusive and 

safe environment. We strive for success, spiritual fulfilment and a life lived ‘in all its fullness’. 

Believe and Achieve!” 

The following Bible verse underpins our vision statement, aspirations, values and ethos: "What 

does the Lord require of you? To act justly, and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your 

God." Micah 6:8 

Mission: Serving God's Community In developing a greater understanding of Christianity and 

other faiths within the community, we seek to develop the character and ability for all, so that 

they know they have a place in Gods world and are stewards in the modern world. Dedicated to 

providing an outstanding education, we prepare our children to become global citizens who are 

able to accept, respect and live in harmony before God. By developing the social, moral, cultural 

and spiritual dimensions of pupils in the school, we ensure they are confident to make a 

positive contribution to the community. In finding time to be still and reflect, we seek to 

foster spirituality and a deeper relationship with Go 

At Christ Church CE School, we have a distinctly Christian ethos, where shared respect, 

compassion and consideration for other faiths are all valued and celebrated. 

‘Religious education in a church school should enable every child to flourish and to live life in all 

its fullness (John 10:10). It will help educate for dignity and respect encouraging all to live well 

together’. (Statement of Entitlement 2019) 

Intent 

Religious education has a unique place as a central subject in the curriculum at Christ Church. 

The 1988 Education Act states that ‘Religious Education has equal standing in relation to core 

subjects of the National Curriculum in that it is compulsory for all registered pupils’. 

At Christ Church, RE has a high profile within the curriculum and is a priority for all 

stakeholders. It also contributes to British values and spiritual, moral, social and cultural 

development. 

Aims and objectives: 

Through our Religious Education curriculum we aim: 

• To engage pupils in enquiring into and exploring questions arising from the study of 

religious and non-religious worldviews and belief, so as to promote their personal, 

spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. 
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• To understand Christianity as a diverse global living faith through the exploration of core 

beliefs using an approach that critically engages with biblical text. 

• To gain knowledge and understanding of a range of religious traditions and non-religious 

worldviews appreciating diversity, continuity and change within the religions and world 

views being studied. 

• To develop their understanding of the ways in which beliefs influence people in their 

behaviour, practices and outlook. 

• To enable learners to apply the insights of the principal religious traditions and non-

religious worldviews to their own search for identity and significance. 

• To enable learners to become aware of their own beliefs and values and to have a positive 

attitude to the search for meaning and purpose in life. 

• To encourage learners to develop a positive attitude towards other people who hold 

religious beliefs and non-religious worldviews different from their own. 

• To engage with challenging questions and meaning and purpose raised by human existence 

and experience. 

• To recognise the concept of religion and non-religious worldviews and its continuing 

influence on Britain’s cultural heritage and in the lives of individuals and societies in 

different times, cultures and places. 

• To explore their own religious and spiritual and philosophical ways of living, believing and 

thinking. (Statement of Entitlement 2019) 

 

In Religious Education at Christ Church School we aim that Religious education will: 

• Enable pupils to encounter Christianity as the religion that shaped British /culture and 

heritage and influences the lives of millions today 

• Enable pupils to learn about the other major religious traditions and non-religious worldviews, 

their impact on culture and politics, art and history, and on the lives of adherents. 

• Develop understanding of religious faith as the search for expression of truth 

• Contribute to the development of pupils own spiritual/philosophical convictions, exploring and 

enriching their own faith and beliefs. 

 

At the end of Primary Education in church schools pupils should be able to: 

• Talk about ideas about God and discuss deep questions that face human beings 

• State important aspects of Christian belief, and explain why they are important for 

Christians 

• Appreciate the importance of the person of Jesus Christ for Christians 

• Develop the skills to explore the Bible text and apply it to life 

• Provide examples of Christian practice from different denominations and different nations 

• Begin to make thoughtful response to Christianity 

• Recognise the significance of faith in God as a way of living, and make links between faith and 

faithful living 

• Respect the faith, beliefs and non-religious worldviews of others, and value the journey of 

faith 
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• Notice areas of similarities between faiths and non-religious worldviews 

• Enrich their understanding of the truth 

• Speak comfortably about their understanding of faith and life choices. 

 

Pupils will: 

• Learn about other religious traditions and non-religious worldviews, their beliefs and 

traditions and practices and from them through encounter and dialogue; 

• Recognise areas of common belief and practice between different religious traditions and 

non-religious worldviews; 

• Enrich and expand their own understanding of truth; 

• Respect those of all faiths in their search of God; 

• Enrich their own faith through examples of holy living in other traditions 

Implementation 

Legal requirements for Religious Education: 

Religious Education is a statutory subject of the curriculum for all pupils in each year group 

and ‘should be provided for all registered pupils except those withdrawn at the request of 

their parents.’ (s 71 SSFA 1998) 

Parents have the right to request that their son or daughter be excused from all or part of 

the RE provided at school. 

The recommended timings for R.E. are: 

In K.S.1. 36 hours per year and in K.S.2. 45 hours per year. This equates to 50 minutes per 

week in KS1 and 1 hour 10 minutes in KS2. This can be taught weekly or blocked over the 

course of a week. R.E. can be taught cross curricular but the R.E. content needs to be distinct, 

taken from the medium term planning and recorded. 

Assembly time cannot be included in the allocated R.E. timings. 

The Learning Processes of R.E. 

At Christ Church CE Primary School Religious Education is taught in accordance with the 

Birmingham Agreed Syllabus 2022 and the Understanding Christianity resource pack and 

reflects the distinctive and inclusive ethos of our Anglican foundation. 

UNDERSTANDING CHRISTIANITY 

The Christ Church RE curriculum has been planned in such a way to make connections and 

enhance learning through the ‘Understanding Christianity’ document. The key purpose of these 

materials is to support pupils in developing their understanding of Christianity, as a 

contribution to their understanding of the world and their own experience within it. It does 
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this by integrating pupils’ developing understanding of significant theological concepts within 

Christianity with their own self-understanding and understanding of the world, as part of their 

wider religious literacy. 

AIMS 

• To enable pupils to know about and understand Christianity as a living world faith, by 

exploring core theological concepts. 

• To enable pupils to develop knowledge and skills in making sense of biblical texts and 

understanding their impact in the lives of Christians. 

• To develop pupils’ abilities to connect, critically reflect upon, evaluate and apply their 

learning to their own growing understanding of religion and belief (particularly 

Christianity), of themselves, the world and human experience. 

• Christian Concepts for each age group 

• EYFS – Creation-Incarnation-Salvation 

• KS1 -Creation-Incarnation-Salvation 

• LKS2 Creation -Incarnation--Salvation- 

• UKS2 Creation- Incarnation- Salvation- 

www.understandingchristianity.org.uk 

With reference to Christ Church planning class teachers will plan each unit using the following 

headings: 

• To begin with 

• Explore the text 

• Discover the impact 

• Make the connection 

• Digging Deeper 

THE BIRMINGHAM AGREED SYLLABUS 2022 

The Birmingham Agreed Syllabus 2022 for Religious Education includes the teachings of: 

• Buddhism 

• Islam 

• Hinduism 

• Sikhism 

• Judaism 

• Christianity 

• Baháʼi 

• Jainism 

• Rastafari 

• Non-Religious Worldviews (Agnosticism, Atheism, Humanism) 
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Learning in this syllabus is driven through 24 dispositions. ‘The dispositions derive from a 

number of sources including the Cardinal Virtues from the Classical tradition, Theological 

Virtues and Religious Practice. They are equally applicable to, and inclusive of, the religious, 

those who have an established non-religious world view and those classing themselves as 

‘nones’.’ (Birmingham Agreed Syllabus 2022).  These dispositions fit in with our values and 

ethos at Christ Church School. 

This syllabus uses a learning model which breaks the dispositions into four tangible, 

interconnected aspects. They are: 

• Children learn from Experience 

• Children learn about Religious Traditions and Non-Religious Worldviews 

• Children learn from Faith and Non-Religious Worldviews 

• Children learn to Discern. (Birmingham Agreed Syllabus 2022) 

 

The curriculum will: 

‘• promote children’s engagement in learning through enquiry-led approaches that develop skills, 

dispositions and attitudes to learning 

• equip children for their futures in a rapidly changing world recognising the importance of 

dialogue and understanding between different groups 

• value, celebrate and build on children’s religious and cultural heritage. 

• promote mutual respect of those with different religious and non-religious worldviews 

• help children develop an understanding of all faiths and none, and participate in the 

celebration of different religious events in understanding and accepting differences 

• develop children holistically; their intellectual, practical, aesthetic, spiritual, social and 

emotional capacities 

• ensure an understanding of protected characteristics of the Equality Act and how, through 

diversity, they can be celebrated 

• develop compassion for others.’ (Birmingham Agreed Syllabus 2022) 

 

Methodologies used to deliver R.E 

 

Lessons are planned and delivered in a variety of ways ensuring that all children can access and 

participate in lessons. Interactive, practical activities encourage the children to discuss their 

ideas and extend their understanding of difficult concepts and challenging questions. 

 

• Visits to places of worship/Visitors 

There are opportunities to experience different places of worship through visits to local 

mosques, churches, synagogues, Gudwaras and temples  

• The use of visitors from religious traditions 

• The use of artefacts, big books, posters, videos, artwork 

• The use of art to enable students to express their ideas 

• The use of drama, role play, gesture or dance 
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• The use of music to create an atmosphere or for expression of ideas and 

emotions 

• The use of information and communication technology, such as digital 

cameras, interactive whiteboards, websites, etc. 

Interfaith Week- Please see Interfaith Week booklets or links on the website. 

 

Differentiation/SEN 

 

The RE Agreed Syllabus schemes and Understanding Christianity are written as universal core 

curriculum provision for all children. Inclusivity is part of its philosophy. Teachers will tailor 

each enquiry to meet the needs of the children in their classes. To support this 

differentiation, many enquiries suggest creative learning activities that allow children to 

choose the media with which they work and give them scope to work to their full potential.  

 

Resources 

 

There are numerous resources and artefacts available to aid in teaching.  Artefacts should be 

used with great respect as many must be handled with certain ‘rules’ in mind. Teachers should 

read the artefact notes very carefully before showing them to the class. Each artefact trolley 

contains most of the resources needed to explore the Religion. Other resources can be found 

in the planning folder, and the internet. There is an up-to-date list in each planning folder and 

the RE co-ordinators file on the server. 

There are three resource trolleys in school in the Reading Room, Learning Centre and the Early 

Years. 

 

Reflective area 

 

There is a reflection area in each classroom and we have a spiritual garden in which children 

have the opportunity to sit and reflect. 

 

Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 

Learning about and from religious traditions helps pupils to appreciate which aspects of life 

have been significant for most humanity throughout the ages. Exploring the concepts of 

religion and belief and their roles in the spiritual, moral, and cultural lives of people in a 

diverse society helps individuals develop moral awareness and social understanding. It also 

helps to show them what shapes peoples’ behaviour and motivations, and point’s pupils towards 

positive models for their own lives. 

Personal Development and Well –being 

RE plays an important role in preparing for adult life, employment and lifelong learning. It helps 

children and young people become successful learners, confident individuals, and responsible 
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citizens. It gives them knowledge, skills and understanding to discern value truth and 

goodness, strengthening their capacity for making moral judgements’ and for evaluating types 

of commitment to make positive and healthy choices. 

Community cohesion 

RE makes an important contribution to a schools duty to promote community cohesion. It 

provides a context to develop young people’s understanding and appreciation of diversity, to 

promote shared values and to challenge racism and discrimination. Effective RE will promote 

community cohesion at each of the four levels outlined in the DCSF guidance. 

The school community- RE provides positive context within which the diversity of cultures, 

beliefs and values can be celebrated and explored. 

The community which the school is located-RE provides opportunities to investigate patterns 

and diversity of a religion and belief and forge links with different groups in the local area. 

Impact 

Religious Education at St Christ Church develops pupils’: 

• knowledge and understanding of, and their ability to respond to, Christianity, and other 

religious traditions and non-religious worldviews; 

• understanding and respect for different religious traditions and non-Religious worldviews, 

beliefs, values and traditions (including ethical life stances), through exploring issues 

within and between faiths; 

• understanding of the influence of faith and belief on individuals, societies, communities 

and cultures; 

• skills of enquiry and response through the use of religious vocabulary, questioning and 

empathy; 

• skills of reflection, expression, application, analysis and evaluation of beliefs, values and 

practices, and the communication of personal responses to these. 

Religious Education at Christ Church encourages pupils to: 

• consider challenging questions of the meaning and purpose of life; beliefs about God, the 

self and the nature of reality, issues of right and wrong and what it means to be human; 

• understand the influence of religious and non-religious tradiitons on individuals, families, 

communities and cultures; 

• learn from different religions, beliefs, values and traditions while exploring questions of 

meaning and their own beliefs; 

• learn about religious and ethical teaching, enabling them to make reasoned and informed 

responses to religious, moral and social issues; 

• develop their sense of identity and belonging, preparing them for life as citizens in a 

plural, global society; 
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• develop respect for and sensitivity to others, in particular those whose faiths and beliefs 

are different from their own. 

Religious Education at Christ Church enhances pupils’: 

• awareness and understanding of religious traditions, non-religious worldviews, beliefs, 

teachings, practices and forms of expression; 

• ability to reflect on, consider, analyse, interpret and evaluate issues of truth, belief, 

faith, non-religious worldviews, ethics and to communicate their responses. 

Religious Education at Christ Church offers: 

• opportunities for personal reflection and spiritual development. 

 

Assessment 

Pupils’ progress in RE is based on the expected outcomes outlined in the in ‘Birmingham Agreed 

Syllabus 2022’ and in ‘Understanding Christianity’. 

We track individual pupil’s progress in this way, whilst also bearing in mind that the statements 

do not cover all aspects of teaching and learning in RE. For example, pupil’s personal views and 

ideas are not subject to formal assessment, and yet are central to good RE. 

 

Monitoring of RE 

The co-ordinator will monitor RE within the school through book scrutinies, checking planning, 

informal observations and pupil conferencing. 

Responsibilities for RE within the School (Head Teachers and Governors) 

As well as fulfilling their legal obligations, the governing body and head teacher should also 

make sure that: 

• All pupils make progress in achieving the learning objectives of the RE curriculum 

• The subject is well led and effectively managed and that standards and achievement in RE 

and the quality of provision are subject to regular and effective self-evaluation 

• Those teaching RE are suitably qualified and trained in the subjects and have regular and 

effective opportunities for CPD. 

• Teachers are aware of RE’s contribution in developing pupils understanding of religion and 

belief and its impact as part of the duty to promote community cohesion. 

• Clear information is provided for parents on the RE curriculum and right to withdraw. 

• RE is resourced, staffed and timetabled so that the school can fulfil its legal obligation on RE 

and pupils can make good progress 
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• Where there are insufficient teachers in a school who are prepared to teach RE, the Head 

teacher ensures that pupils receive their entitlement in RE 

Parent Right of Withdrawal 

All pupils and staff have the right of withdrawal from Religious Education and Collective 

Worship on the grounds of conscience. However the right of withdrawal, does not extend to 

other areas of the curriculum when, as may happen on occasion, spontaneous questions on 

religious matters arise in other subjects such as History. We would ask any parent considering 

this to contact the head teacher to discuss any concerns or anxieties before exercising their 

right of withdrawal. 
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