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 MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

 

 

 

Creative Writing 
Spy Gadgets 

Spy ready! 

 

SPAG 

Recognising the passive 
 

Creative Writing 
Spy Gadgets 

Power of Persuasion. 

 

 

Creative Writing 
Spy Gadgets 

Tricks of the trade. 

 

SPAG 

Using the passive verb 
 

Creative Writing 
Spy Gadgets 

Speech, speech and speech! 

 

 

Creative Writing 
Spy Gadgets 

Creative writing juices! 

 

SPAG 

Identifying verbs 

p  

  Audible                     https://stories.audible.com/discovery 

 

https://www.audible.com/about/newsroom/stories-help-audible-stories-lets-anyone-anywhere-listen-for-free
https://stories.audible.com/discovery


ART Science 

 

 

DT 

enquiry@christch.com

(@ChristChurchPr2).

 

PE 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/10-
minute-shake-up/shake-ups 

Computing 

https://www.purplemash
.com/#tab/pm-
home/computing/2code_
lessons 
 

Geography  
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https://www.nhs.uk/10-minute-shake-up/shake-ups
https://www.nhs.uk/10-minute-shake-up/shake-ups
https://www.purplemash.com/#tab/pm-home/computing/2code_lessons
https://www.purplemash.com/#tab/pm-home/computing/2code_lessons
https://www.purplemash.com/#tab/pm-home/computing/2code_lessons
https://www.purplemash.com/#tab/pm-home/computing/2code_lessons


 MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

 

 

 

    

 

 Creative Writing 
Spy Gadgets 

A great plan. 

SPAG 

Recognising formal & 

informal writing 
 

Creative Writing 
Spy Gadgets 

Bring your writing to life. 

 

Creative Writing 
Spy Gadgets 

Bring your writing to life. 

SPAG 

Informal speech and 

writing: Question 

tags 
 

Creative Writing 
Spy Gadgets 

Writing improvements. 

 

Creative Writing 
Spy Gadgets 

So much more! 

  

 

 

 

  Aquila Mega-Mag 

https://view.joomag.com/aquila-childrens-magazine-magnificentmegamag-92pages/0684174001584550709?short 

 

https://view.joomag.com/aquila-childrens-magazine-magnificentmegamag-92pages/0684174001584550709?short
https://view.joomag.com/aquila-childrens-magazine-magnificentmegamag-92pages/0684174001584550709?short
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9 x 9=_____
8 x 3=_____
4 x 11=_____

10 x 9=_____
7 x 11=_____

10 x 4=_____
9 x 4=_____
8 x 12=_____
4 x 10=_____
6 x 12=_____

3 x 4=_____
4 x 4=_____
2 x 3=_____
6 x 10=_____
9 x 3=_____

4 x 2=_____
1 x 1=_____
5 x 2=_____
1 x 8=_____
3 x 5=_____

4 x 9=_____
6 x 6=_____
1 x 7=_____
6 x 9=_____

10 x 6=_____

8 x 8=_____
3 x 10=_____
2 x 8=_____

10 x 11=_____
3 x 11=_____

3 x 1=_____
9 x 5=_____
8 x 6=_____
8 x 4=_____
5 x 11=_____

6 x 1=_____
2 x 5=_____
6 x 3=_____
7 x 5=_____

10 x 1=_____

Times Tables 

TIMESTABLES.CO.UK



9 x 9= 81
8 x 3= 24
4 x 11= 44

10 x 9= 90
7 x 11= 77

10 x 4= 40
9 x 4= 36
8 x 12= 96
4 x 10= 40
6 x 12= 72

3 x 4= 12
4 x 4= 16
2 x 3= 6
6 x 10= 60
9 x 3= 27

4 x 2= 8
1 x 1= 1
5 x 2= 10
1 x 8= 8
3 x 5= 15

4 x 9= 36
6 x 6= 36
1 x 7= 7
6 x 9= 54

10 x 6= 60

8 x 8= 64
3 x 10= 30
2 x 8= 16

10 x 11=110
3 x 11= 33

3 x 1= 3
9 x 5= 45
8 x 6= 48
8 x 4= 32
5 x 11= 55

6 x 1= 6
2 x 5= 10
6 x 3= 18
7 x 5= 35

10 x 1= 10

Answer sheet

TIMESTABLES.CO.UK



7 x 9=_____
5 x 5=_____
5 x 10=_____
7 x 11=_____
1 x 4=_____

8 x 5=_____
4 x 7=_____
4 x 6=_____
8 x 4=_____
2 x 10=_____

5 x 8=_____
9 x 9=_____
6 x 10=_____
9 x 11=_____
4 x 9=_____

5 x 6=_____
1 x 12=_____

10 x 7=_____
1 x 9=_____
2 x 1=_____

1 x 7=_____
6 x 12=_____
7 x 6=_____
4 x 8=_____
7 x 8=_____

8 x 12=_____
9 x 7=_____
8 x 1=_____
7 x 4=_____
1 x 2=_____

9 x 10=_____
3 x 7=_____
1 x 10=_____
3 x 10=_____
2 x 11=_____

3 x 3=_____
10 x 11=_____
3 x 2=_____
4 x 5=_____
6 x 11=_____

Times Tables 

____________

TIMESTABLES.CO.UK



7 x 9= 63
5 x 5= 25
5 x 10= 50
7 x 11= 77
1 x 4= 4

8 x 5= 40
4 x 7= 28
4 x 6= 24
8 x 4= 32
2 x 10= 20

5 x 8= 40
9 x 9= 81
6 x 10= 60
9 x 11= 99
4 x 9= 36

5 x 6= 30
1 x 12= 12

10 x 7= 70
1 x 9= 9
2 x 1= 2

1 x 7= 7
6 x 12= 72
7 x 6= 42
4 x 8= 32
7 x 8= 56

8 x 12= 96
9 x 7= 63
8 x 1= 8
7 x 4= 28
1 x 2= 2

9 x 10= 90
3 x 7= 21
1 x 10= 10
3 x 10= 30
2 x 11= 22

3 x 3= 9
10 x 11=110
3 x 2= 6
4 x 5= 20
6 x 11= 66

Answer sheet

TIMESTABLES.CO.UK



9 x 5=_____
10 x 3=_____

5 x 4=_____
1 x 11=_____
9 x 9=_____

9 x 2=_____
4 x 6=_____
4 x 4=_____
2 x 2=_____
7 x 11=_____

7 x 5=_____
2 x 3=_____
8 x 4=_____
3 x 10=_____
8 x 1=_____

6 x 1=_____
7 x 4=_____
2 x 12=_____
3 x 8=_____
6 x 6=_____

1 x 10=_____
10 x 1=_____

9 x 3=_____
10 x 2=_____

2 x 1=_____

9 x 6=_____
9 x 1=_____
1 x 7=_____
8 x 9=_____
5 x 2=_____

3 x 1=_____
4 x 5=_____
4 x 8=_____
6 x 4=_____

10 x 6=_____

5 x 3=_____
7 x 12=_____
1 x 2=_____
2 x 5=_____
2 x 11=_____

Times Tables 

____________

TIMESTABLES.CO.UK



9 x 5= 45
10 x 3= 30

5 x 4= 20
1 x 11= 11
9 x 9= 81

9 x 2= 18
4 x 6= 24
4 x 4= 16
2 x 2= 4
7 x 11= 77

7 x 5= 35
2 x 3= 6
8 x 4= 32
3 x 10= 30
8 x 1= 8

6 x 1= 6
7 x 4= 28
2 x 12= 24
3 x 8= 24
6 x 6= 36

1 x 10= 10
10 x 1= 10

9 x 3= 27
10 x 2= 20

2 x 1= 2

9 x 6= 54
9 x 1= 9
1 x 7= 7
8 x 9= 72
5 x 2= 10

3 x 1= 3
4 x 5= 20
4 x 8= 32
6 x 4= 24

10 x 6= 60

5 x 3= 15
7 x 12= 84
1 x 2= 2
2 x 5= 10
2 x 11= 22

Answer sheet

TIMESTABLES.CO.UK



2 x 12=_____
1 x 11=_____
3 x 11=_____
2 x 4=_____
2 x 1=_____

8 x 6=_____
5 x 6=_____
3 x 12=_____
6 x 11=_____
6 x 4=_____

3 x 8=_____
2 x 3=_____
2 x 7=_____
1 x 12=_____
7 x 1=_____

5 x 12=_____
5 x 9=_____
8 x 4=_____
7 x 7=_____
4 x 10=_____

9 x 6=_____
6 x 3=_____
5 x 2=_____
6 x 8=_____

10 x 2=_____

4 x 3=_____
6 x 9=_____
9 x 10=_____
1 x 5=_____
4 x 6=_____

4 x 2=_____
7 x 9=_____
6 x 1=_____
5 x 10=_____
2 x 6=_____

1 x 10=_____
4 x 7=_____

10 x 12=_____
3 x 3=_____
3 x 7=_____

Times Tables 

____________

TIMESTABLES.CO.UK



2 x 12= 24
1 x 11= 11
3 x 11= 33
2 x 4= 8
2 x 1= 2

8 x 6= 48
5 x 6= 30
3 x 12= 36
6 x 11= 66
6 x 4= 24

3 x 8= 24
2 x 3= 6
2 x 7= 14
1 x 12= 12
7 x 1= 7

5 x 12= 60
5 x 9= 45
8 x 4= 32
7 x 7= 49
4 x 10= 40

9 x 6= 54
6 x 3= 18
5 x 2= 10
6 x 8= 48

10 x 2= 20

4 x 3= 12
6 x 9= 54
9 x 10= 90
1 x 5= 5
4 x 6= 24

4 x 2= 8
7 x 9= 63
6 x 1= 6
5 x 10= 50
2 x 6= 12

1 x 10= 10
4 x 7= 28

10 x 12=120
3 x 3= 9
3 x 7= 21

Answer sheet

TIMESTABLES.CO.UK



1 x 11=_____
10 x 2=_____

4 x 6=_____
2 x 4=_____

10 x 10=_____

8 x 8=_____
5 x 11=_____
8 x 10=_____
7 x 11=_____
1 x 8=_____

7 x 12=_____
9 x 3=_____
3 x 3=_____
5 x 9=_____
9 x 2=_____

10 x 5=_____
1 x 7=_____
8 x 12=_____
5 x 8=_____
4 x 2=_____

2 x 9=_____
6 x 4=_____

10 x 8=_____
9 x 9=_____
7 x 8=_____

7 x 3=_____
5 x 6=_____
8 x 11=_____
1 x 9=_____
8 x 9=_____

1 x 3=_____
2 x 1=_____
3 x 4=_____

10 x 7=_____
6 x 6=_____

4 x 7=_____
4 x 5=_____
1 x 1=_____
6 x 1=_____
8 x 5=_____

Times Tables 

____________

TIMESTABLES.CO.UK



1 x 11= 11
10 x 2= 20

4 x 6= 24
2 x 4= 8

10 x 10=100

8 x 8= 64
5 x 11= 55
8 x 10= 80
7 x 11= 77
1 x 8= 8

7 x 12= 84
9 x 3= 27
3 x 3= 9
5 x 9= 45
9 x 2= 18

10 x 5= 50
1 x 7= 7
8 x 12= 96
5 x 8= 40
4 x 2= 8

2 x 9= 18
6 x 4= 24

10 x 8= 80
9 x 9= 81
7 x 8= 56

7 x 3= 21
5 x 6= 30
8 x 11= 88
1 x 9= 9
8 x 9= 72

1 x 3= 3
2 x 1= 2
3 x 4= 12

10 x 7= 70
6 x 6= 36

4 x 7= 28
4 x 5= 20
1 x 1= 1
6 x 1= 6
8 x 5= 40

Answer sheet

TIMESTABLES.CO.UK



5 x 6=_____
2 x 8=_____
9 x 1=_____
4 x 3=_____
3 x 3=_____

8 x 7=_____
4 x 4=_____
5 x 5=_____
4 x 2=_____
2 x 10=_____

9 x 7=_____
2 x 4=_____
1 x 2=_____
9 x 4=_____
2 x 5=_____

9 x 12=_____
8 x 10=_____
6 x 9=_____

10 x 4=_____
3 x 5=_____

8 x 9=_____
5 x 1=_____
5 x 3=_____
7 x 4=_____
5 x 9=_____

7 x 12=_____
8 x 12=_____
4 x 9=_____
5 x 8=_____
9 x 6=_____

6 x 4=_____
10 x 1=_____

2 x 7=_____
1 x 1=_____
6 x 2=_____

2 x 6=_____
1 x 8=_____
3 x 4=_____
9 x 3=_____
6 x 12=_____

Times Tables 

____________

TIMESTABLES.CO.UK



5 x 6= 30
2 x 8= 16
9 x 1= 9
4 x 3= 12
3 x 3= 9

8 x 7= 56
4 x 4= 16
5 x 5= 25
4 x 2= 8
2 x 10= 20

9 x 7= 63
2 x 4= 8
1 x 2= 2
9 x 4= 36
2 x 5= 10

9 x 12=108
8 x 10= 80
6 x 9= 54

10 x 4= 40
3 x 5= 15

8 x 9= 72
5 x 1= 5
5 x 3= 15
7 x 4= 28
5 x 9= 45

7 x 12= 84
8 x 12= 96
4 x 9= 36
5 x 8= 40
9 x 6= 54

6 x 4= 24
10 x 1= 10

2 x 7= 14
1 x 1= 1
6 x 2= 12

2 x 6= 12
1 x 8= 8
3 x 4= 12
9 x 3= 27
6 x 12= 72

Answer sheet

TIMESTABLES.CO.UK



2 x 2=_____
11 x 12=_____

9 x 11=_____
9 x 12=_____
6 x 2=_____

9 x 1=_____
12 x 1=_____
1 x 10=_____
6 x 11=_____
3 x 11=_____

11 x 7=_____
2 x 9=_____
6 x 12=_____

10 x 9=_____
12 x 6=_____

8 x 5=_____
11 x 5=_____
5 x 6=_____
9 x 8=_____

10 x 10=_____

4 x 2=_____
11 x 9=_____
6 x 6=_____

10 x 2=_____
1 x 12=_____

2 x 7=_____
7 x 8=_____
5 x 7=_____
4 x 11=_____
4 x 9=_____

11 x 11=_____
2 x 8=_____
5 x 3=_____

11 x 6=_____
8 x 6=_____

9 x 4=_____
10 x 8=_____
8 x 12=_____
8 x 3=_____
9 x 3=_____

Times Tables 

____________

TIMESTABLES.CO.UK



2 x 2= 4
11 x 12=132

9 x 11= 99
9 x 12=108
6 x 2= 12

9 x 1= 9
12 x 1= 12
1 x 10= 10
6 x 11= 66
3 x 11= 33

11 x 7= 77
2 x 9= 18
6 x 12= 72

10 x 9= 90
12 x 6= 72

8 x 5= 40
11 x 5= 55
5 x 6= 30
9 x 8= 72

10 x 10=100

4 x 2= 8
11 x 9= 99
6 x 6= 36

10 x 2= 20
1 x 12= 12

2 x 7= 14
7 x 8= 56
5 x 7= 35
4 x 11= 44
4 x 9= 36

11 x 11=121
2 x 8= 16
5 x 3= 15

11 x 6= 66
8 x 6= 48

9 x 4= 36
10 x 8= 80
8 x 12= 96
8 x 3= 24
9 x 3= 27

Answer sheet

TIMESTABLES.CO.UK



5 x 8=_____
2 x 9=_____
4 x 3=_____
3 x 9=_____
8 x 1=_____

4 x 2=_____
9 x 1=_____

10 x 7=_____
4 x 7=_____
9 x 5=_____

4 x 10=_____
8 x 4=_____
1 x 8=_____
1 x 1=_____
9 x 11=_____

11 x 1=_____
8 x 9=_____
5 x 5=_____

10 x 8=_____
1 x 11=_____

7 x 10=_____
3 x 3=_____
9 x 9=_____
3 x 6=_____
2 x 2=_____

5 x 9=_____
6 x 5=_____
2 x 3=_____
2 x 11=_____
6 x 11=_____

9 x 12=_____
11 x 8=_____
1 x 4=_____

12 x 7=_____
11 x 2=_____

11 x 6=_____
11 x 9=_____
1 x 7=_____

12 x 12=_____
1 x 9=_____

Times Tables 

____________

TIMESTABLES.CO.UK



5 x 8= 40
2 x 9= 18
4 x 3= 12
3 x 9= 27
8 x 1= 8

4 x 2= 8
9 x 1= 9

10 x 7= 70
4 x 7= 28
9 x 5= 45

4 x 10= 40
8 x 4= 32
1 x 8= 8
1 x 1= 1
9 x 11= 99

11 x 1= 11
8 x 9= 72
5 x 5= 25

10 x 8= 80
1 x 11= 11

7 x 10= 70
3 x 3= 9
9 x 9= 81
3 x 6= 18
2 x 2= 4

5 x 9= 45
6 x 5= 30
2 x 3= 6
2 x 11= 22
6 x 11= 66

9 x 12=108
11 x 8= 88
1 x 4= 4

12 x 7= 84
11 x 2= 22

11 x 6= 66
11 x 9= 99
1 x 7= 7

12 x 12=144
1 x 9= 9

Answer sheet

TIMESTABLES.CO.UK



5 x 6=_____
1 x 11=_____
7 x 9=_____

10 x 7=_____
4 x 5=_____

5 x 11=_____
7 x 1=_____
2 x 6=_____
8 x 11=_____
3 x 9=_____

6 x 8=_____
11 x 12=_____
12 x 1=_____

2 x 8=_____
3 x 4=_____

11 x 2=_____
1 x 10=_____
2 x 2=_____
1 x 6=_____
9 x 3=_____

4 x 2=_____
12 x 4=_____

5 x 4=_____
9 x 4=_____
3 x 2=_____

7 x 6=_____
8 x 9=_____
3 x 11=_____
8 x 5=_____

10 x 11=_____

6 x 5=_____
9 x 11=_____
3 x 10=_____
2 x 3=_____
5 x 1=_____

8 x 8=_____
1 x 1=_____

12 x 3=_____
10 x 4=_____
12 x 10=_____

Times Tables 

____________

TIMESTABLES.CO.UK



5 x 6= 30
1 x 11= 11
7 x 9= 63

10 x 7= 70
4 x 5= 20

5 x 11= 55
7 x 1= 7
2 x 6= 12
8 x 11= 88
3 x 9= 27

6 x 8= 48
11 x 12=132
12 x 1= 12

2 x 8= 16
3 x 4= 12

11 x 2= 22
1 x 10= 10
2 x 2= 4
1 x 6= 6
9 x 3= 27

4 x 2= 8
12 x 4= 48

5 x 4= 20
9 x 4= 36
3 x 2= 6

7 x 6= 42
8 x 9= 72
3 x 11= 33
8 x 5= 40

10 x 11=110

6 x 5= 30
9 x 11= 99
3 x 10= 30
2 x 3= 6
5 x 1= 5

8 x 8= 64
1 x 1= 1

12 x 3= 36
10 x 4= 40
12 x 10=120

Answer sheet

TIMESTABLES.CO.UK



9 x 6=_____
4 x 5=_____
6 x 2=_____
5 x 10=_____

11 x 7=_____

9 x 12=_____
2 x 6=_____

12 x 6=_____
3 x 7=_____
5 x 8=_____

11 x 9=_____
9 x 2=_____

12 x 5=_____
5 x 1=_____
8 x 5=_____

6 x 7=_____
2 x 1=_____
3 x 2=_____
6 x 6=_____
3 x 10=_____

6 x 8=_____
9 x 10=_____
2 x 12=_____
4 x 12=_____
8 x 11=_____

9 x 8=_____
8 x 12=_____
3 x 12=_____
2 x 8=_____
6 x 12=_____

3 x 6=_____
9 x 11=_____

10 x 8=_____
10 x 3=_____
8 x 10=_____

11 x 1=_____
11 x 10=_____
4 x 9=_____
7 x 3=_____
4 x 3=_____

Times Tables 

____________

TIMESTABLES.CO.UK



9 x 6= 54
4 x 5= 20
6 x 2= 12
5 x 10= 50

11 x 7= 77

9 x 12=108
2 x 6= 12

12 x 6= 72
3 x 7= 21
5 x 8= 40

11 x 9= 99
9 x 2= 18

12 x 5= 60
5 x 1= 5
8 x 5= 40

6 x 7= 42
2 x 1= 2
3 x 2= 6
6 x 6= 36
3 x 10= 30

6 x 8= 48
9 x 10= 90
2 x 12= 24
4 x 12= 48
8 x 11= 88

9 x 8= 72
8 x 12= 96
3 x 12= 36
2 x 8= 16
6 x 12= 72

3 x 6= 18
9 x 11= 99

10 x 8= 80
10 x 3= 30
8 x 10= 80

11 x 1= 11
11 x 10=110
4 x 9= 36
7 x 3= 21
4 x 3= 12

Answer sheet

TIMESTABLES.CO.UK





 

























Using Ratio Language

1. Match the statements with the correct representation.

2. Cross out the extra fruit below so that both sentences make sense.

3. Gareth has the selection of shapes below.

He has hidden some squares in a bag.

He says,

How many squares are in the bag? Explain how you know.

VF 

HW/Ext

VF 

HW/Ext

RPS 

HW/Ext

classroomsecrets.co.uk
Homework/Extension – Using Ratio Language – Year 6 Developing

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2020

• For every banana, there is 1 apple.

• For every lemon, there are 3 oranges.

There are 4 squares for every circle.

?

For every square,

there are 2 circles.

For every 2 squares,

there are 2 circles.

There are 3 circles
for every square.

A. 

B. 

C. 

1.

2. 

3.



Using Ratio Language

4. Match the statements with the correct representation.

5. Cross out the extra fruit below so that all 3 sentences make sense.

6. Matilda has the selection of shapes below.

She has hidden some squares in a bag.

She says,

How many squares are in the bag? Explain how you know.

VF 

HW/Ext

VF 

HW/Ext

RPS 

HW/Ext

classroomsecrets.co.uk
Homework/Extension – Using Ratio Language – Year 6 Expected

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2020

• For every apple, there are 3 oranges.

• For every 2 lemons, there is 1 apple.

• For every 3 oranges, there are 2 lemons.

There are two squares for every circle,

and two triangles for every square. ?

For every 3 squares,

there are 2 circles.

For every 2 squares,

there are 3 circles.

There are 4 circles
for every square.

A. 

B. 

C. 

1.

2. 

3.



Using Ratio Language

7. Match the statements with the correct representation.

8. Cross out the extra fruit below so that all 3 sentences make sense.

9. Aiden has the selection of shapes below.

He has hidden some triangles and circles in a bag.

He says,

How many triangles and circles are in the bag? Explain how you know.

VF 

HW/Ext

VF 

HW/Ext

RPS 

HW/Ext

classroomsecrets.co.uk
Homework/Extension – Using Ratio Language – Year 6 Greater Depth

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2020

• For every banana, there are 3 oranges.

• For every apple, there are 2 bananas.

• For every 6 oranges, there is 1 apple.

For every 2 squares, there is 1 circle.

For every circle, there is 1 triangle.

A. 

For every 3 triangles,

there is 1 square.

For every square, there are 2 circles.

B. 

For every 3 squares,

there are 2 circles.

For every triangle, there are 2 circles.

C. 

1.

2. 

3. 

There are 2 triangles for every square

and 2 circles for every triangle. ?



Homework/Extension

Using Ratio Language

1. A. 2; B. 1; C. 3

2. Cross out 3 apples; cross out 3 lemons.

3. There are 20 squares in the bag because there are 5 circles. 5 x 4 = 20.

4. A. 2; B. 3; C. 1

5. Cross out 2 apples and 2 lemons.

6. There are 4 squares in the bag because there are double the number of circles, and

half the number of triangles.

GD
7. A. 3; B. 1; C. 2

8. Cross out 3 apples and 2 bananas.

9. There are 4 triangles and 13 circles in the bag. There should be 8 triangles and 16

circles in total because there are double the number of triangles to squares, and double

the number of circles to triangles.

classroomsecrets.co.uk
Homework/Extension – Using Ratio Language  ANSWERS

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2020

























Step 2: Ratio and Fractions

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2019



Complete the sentence to describe the objects below.

There are _____________________ for every ____________________ .

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2019



Complete the sentence to describe the objects below.

There are 4 lightning bolts for every 3 squares.

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2019



Match the fraction of circles to the correct set of objects.

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2019

2

5

2

8

3

6



Match the fraction of circles to the correct set of objects.

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2019

2

5

2

8

3

6



True or false?

If there are 3 bananas for every 5 peaches,        of the fruit are 

peaches.

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2019

3

8



True or false?

If there are 3 bananas for every 5 peaches,        of the fruit are 

peaches.

False,        of the fruit are bananas.

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2019

3

8

3

8



Complete the sentence below if      are squares and     are circles.

There are ________squares for every ________circles.

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2019

4

9

3

9



Complete the sentence below if      are squares and     are circles.

There are 4 squares for every 3 circles.

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2019

4

9

3

9



Use the statement below to complete the bar model. 

There are 6 squares for every 2 circles.

Write a fraction showing each quantity. 

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2019

=

2

=



Use the statement below to complete the bar model. 

There are 6 squares for every 2 circles.

Write a fraction showing each quantity. 
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Gemma is making a bracelet using orange and blue beads. 

Each bracelet contains 18 beads in total.

Write 5 pairs of fractions to show the possible ratio blue to orange 

beads.
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Gemma is making a bracelet using orange and blue beads. 

Each bracelet contains 18 beads in total.

Write 5 pairs of fractions to show the possible ratio blue to orange 

beads.

Various answers, for example:

blue beads and      orange beads 

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2019
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18
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18
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Which of the following statements match the image?

A. of the vegetables are pumpkins.

B. There are 3 chillies for every 4 peppers.

C. There are 8 items in total.

Explain how you know. 

1

6
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Which of the following statements match the image?

A. of the vegetables are pumpkins.

B. There are 3 chillies for every 4 peppers.

C. There are 8 items in total.

Explain how you know. 

Statement C because… 

1

6
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Which of the following statements match the image?

A. of the vegetables are pumpkins.

B. There are 3 chillies for every 4 peppers.

C. There are 8 items in total.

Explain how you know. 

Statement C because there are four chillies, one pumpkin and three 

peppers, which makes 8 in total. 

1

6
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Emma has a bag of 1p and 2p coins.

of the coins are 1p coins.

Emma says,

Nick says,

Who is correct? Explain how you know.

There are more 2p coins 

than 1p coins.

There are four 2p coins.

9

13
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Emma has a bag of 1p and 2p coins.

of the coins are 1p coins.

Emma says,

Nick says,

Who is correct? Explain how you know.

Nick is correct because… 

There are more 2p coins 

than 1p coins.

There are four 2p coins.

9

13
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Emma has a bag of 1p and 2p coins.

of the coins are 1p coins.

Emma says,

Nick says,

Who is correct? Explain how you know.

Nick is correct because there are 13 coins in total and if there are 

nine 1p coins, there must be four 2p coins. 

9

13

There are more 2p coins 

than 1p coins.

There are four 2p coins.



Ratio And Fractions Ratio And Fractions

1a. Match the fraction of squares to the 

correct set of objects.

1b. Match the fraction of pentagons to 

the correct set of objects.

2a. True or false? If there are 2 oranges 

for every 4 apples,       of the fruit are

apples.

2b. True or false? If there are 3 pears for 

every 2 grapes,       of the fruit are grapes.

3a. Complete the sentence below if     

are pentagons and       are circles.

There are ________ pentagons for every ________

circles.

3b. Complete the sentence below if         

are circles and       are squares.

There are ________ circles for every ________

squares.

4a. Use the statement below to complete 

the bar model. 

There are 4 squares for every 3 circles.

Write a fraction showing each quantity.

4b. Use the statement below to complete 

the bar model. 

There are 6 circles for every 3 squares.

Write a fraction showing each quantity.

VF VF

VF VF

VF VF

VF VF
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Ratio And Fractions Ratio And Fractions

5a. Match the fraction of triangles to the 

correct set of objects.

5b. Match the fraction of circles to the 

correct set of objects.

6a. True or false?

If there are 2 oranges for every 3 apples, 

of the fruit are oranges.

6b. True or false?

If there are 4 bananas for every 2 grapes, 

of the fruit are grapes.

7a. Complete the sentence below if       

are pentagons and        are squares.

There are ________squares for every ________

pentagons.

7b. Complete the sentence below if        

are circles and        are pentagons.

There are ________circles for every ________

pentagons.

8a. Use the statement below to complete 

the bar model. 

There are 3 squares for every 5 circles.

Write a fraction showing each quantity.

8b. Use the statement below to complete 

the bar model. 

There are 4 circles for every 6 squares.

Write a fraction showing each quantity.

VF VF

VF VF

VF VF

VF VF
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Ratio And Fractions Ratio And Fractions

9a. Match the fraction of circles to the 

correct set of objects.

9b. Match the fraction of triangles to the 

correct set of objects.

10a. True or false?

If there are 6 pears and 4 apples for 

every 5 lemons,       of the fruit are pears.

10b. True or false?

If there are 10 oranges and 6 melons for 

every 2 plums,       of the fruit are plums.

11a. Complete the sentence below if       

are pentagons,        are squares and 

are circles.

There are ________ pentagons and ________

circles for every ________ squares.

11b. Complete the sentence below if     

are circles,        are pentagons and      are 

triangles.

There are ________ triangles and ________ circles 

for every ________ pentagons.

12a. Use the statement below to 

complete the bar model. 

There are 6 squares and 4 triangles for 

every 2 circles.

Show each fraction in its simplest form.

12b. Use the statement below to 

complete the bar model. 

There are 8 circles for every 5 squares 

and 7 triangles.

Show each fraction in its simplest form.

VF

VF VF

VF VF

VF
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Varied Fluency
Ratio And Fractions 

Varied Fluency
Ratio And Fractions

1a.      = B;       = C;       = A

2a. True

3a. There are 3 pentagons for every 2 

circles.

4a. 

5a. = B;       = C;       = A

6a. False, the fraction of oranges is       .      

7a. There are 4 squares for every 2 

pentagons; alternatively, there are 2 

squares for every pentagon.

8a. 

9a.      = C;      = A;       = B

10a. True

11a.       are squaress. There are 2

pentagons and 3 circles for every 6 

squares.

12a. 

1b.     = C; = A;       = B

2b. False, the fraction of grapes is       .

3b. There are 4 circles for every 2 squares.

4b. 

5b.     = C; = A;       = B

6b. False, the fraction of grapes is       .

7b. There are 3 circles for every 2 

pentagons.

8b. 

9b.       = B;      = C;      = A

10b. False, the fraction of plums is       .

11b.       are pentagons. There are 4 

triangles and 4 circles for every 5 

pentagons.

12b. 
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Ratio And Fractions Ratio And Fractions

1a. James is making a keyring using red 

and green beads. 

Each keyring contains 20 beads in total.

Write 3 pairs of fractions to show the 

possible ratio of red to green beads.

1b. Tara is making a keyring using blue 

and purple beads. 

Each keyring contains 15 beads in total.

Write 3 pairs of fractions to show the 

possible ratio of blue to purple beads.

2a. Which of the following statements 

match the image? 

A. of the fruit are satsumas.

B. There are nine fruits in total.

C. There are five lemons for every five

satsumas.

Explain how you know.

2b. Which of the following statements 

match the image? 

A. There are five vegetables in total.

B. of the vegetables are onions.

C. There are two cabbages for every four

onions.

Explain how you know. 

3a. Sam has a bag of 5p and 10p coins.

Sam says,

Bella says,

Who is correct? Explain how you know.

3b. Amy has a bag of 1p and 2p coins.

Amy says,

Bobby says,

Who is correct? Explain how you know.

PS PS

R R

R R
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of the coins are 10p 

coins.

There are five 5p coins for 

every eight 10p coins.

2

6

There are four 2p coins for 

every five 1p coins.

of the coins are 1p 

coins.

4

9

3

8

4

9



Ratio And Fractions Ratio And Fractions

4a. Pippa is making a bracelet using 

purple and green jewels. 

Each bracelet contains 30 jewels in total.

Write 5 pairs of fractions to show the 

possible ratio of green to purple jewels.

4b. Carol is making a necklace using red 

and blue jewels. 

Each necklace contains 45 jewels in total.

Write 5 pairs of fractions to show the 

possible ratio of red to blue jewels.

5a. Which of the following statements 

match the image?

A. of the fruit are lemons.

B. There are eleven items in total.

C. There are three satsumas for every four

strawberries.

Explain how you know. 

5b. Which of the following statements 

match the image? 

A. There are nine items in total.

B. of the items are carrots.

C. There is one tomato for every onion.

Explain how you know. 

6a. Millie has a bag of 5p and 10p coins.

of the coins are 10p coins.

Millie says,

Jaxon says,

Who is correct? Explain how you know.

6b. Stan has a bag of 1p and 2p coins.

of the coins are 2p coins.

Susie says,

Stan says,

Who is correct? Explain how you know.

PS PS

R R

R R
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2

9

There are seven 5p coins 

for every two 10p coins.

There are 9 coins in total.

4

10

There are 24 coins in 

total.

There are six 1p coins for 

every nine 2p coins.

9

15

3

9



Ratio And Fractions Ratio And Fractions

7a. Janet is baking a cake using butter, 

sugar and flour.

The ingredients weigh 1,000g in total.

Write 5 sets of fractions to show the 

possible ratio of butter to sugar to flour. 

Show the fractions in their simplest form.  

7b. Spencer is baking biscuits using oats, 

sugar and butter. 

The ingredients weigh 1,200g in total.

Write 5 pairs of fractions to show the 

possible ratio of oats to sugar to butter.

Show the fractions in their simplest form. 

8a. Which of the following statements 

match the image? 

A. of the fruits are cherries.

B. Plums make up       the fruit. 

C. There are half as many cherries as

plums.

Explain how you know.

8b. Which of the following statements 

match the image? 

A. of the salad is lettuce.     

B. of the salad is tomatoes.

C. There are 3 carrots for every lettuce.

Explain how you know. 

9a. Benji has a bag of 20p, 5p and 10p 

coins. The total value is £1.

Benji says,

Gail says,

Who is correct? Explain how you know.

9b. Jack has a bag of 2p, 5p and 10p 

coins. The total value is 85p.

Claire says,

Jack says,

Who is correct? Explain how you know.

PS PS

R R

R R
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of the total is made of 

20p coins. 

Benji has four 10p coins 

and four 5p coins for 

every two 20p coins. 

1

2

1

3

1

2

1

5

1

2

1

2

Jack has 5 of each 

different coin. 

of the total value is 

from 2p coins. 



Reasoning and Problem Solving
Ratio And Fractions

Reasoning and Problem Solving
Ratio And Fractions

1a. Various answers, for example:       red 

and        green. Also accept fractions 

4a. Various answers, for example:       

green and       purple. Also accept 

7a. Various answers, for example:        

butter,       sugar and       flour. 

8a. A because there are 18 fruits in total 

and 6 of them are cherries; 6 is        of 18. 

9a. Gail is correct. Four 10p coins = 40p, 

four 5p coins = 20p, two 20p coins = 40p. 

1b. Various answers, for example:       blue 

and       purple. Also accept fractions 

4b. Various answers, for example:       red 

and        blue. Also accept fractions which 

have been simplified. 

5b. A because there are 4 carrots, 2 

tomatoes and 3 onions, so 9 in total. 

6b. Stan is correct. There are 15 coins in 

total, so if 9 are 2p coins, 6 must be 1p 

coins. 

7b. Various answers, for example:       oats, 

sugar and        butter.

8b. A because there are 10 vegetables in 

total, so 2 lettuces are       of the total. 

9b. Claire is correct. Five 2p coins = 10p, 

five 5p coins = 25p and five 10p coins = 

50p. 
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1

3

1

5

10

2010

20
which have been simplified. 

2a. B because there are 5 satsumas and 4 

lemons, which makes 9 in total. 

3a. Sam is correct. There are 8 coins in 

total and 3 are 10p coins. 

10

155

15
which have been simplified. 

2b. B because there are 6 vegetables in 

total and two of them are onions.

3b. Amy is correct. There are four 2p coins 

and five 1p coins. 

10

30
20

30

fractions which have been simplified. 

5a. C because there are 3 satsumas and 4 

strawberries.

6a. Both statements could be correct 

because the denominator is 9 which 

shows a total of 9 coins (if the fraction has 

not been simplified). If 2 are 10p coins, 

then 7 must be 5p coins

30

45
15

45

1

2
1

4

1

4

1

3
1

3

1

3

























Health and Safety:
community projects

Attendance & Tickets
For every 5m2 of the site, you can 
sell 4 tickets.

For every 10m2, you are able to host 

3 cars.

Reasoning and Problem Solving – Ratio – Year 6

Vintage Car FestivalYour school are planning 
to run a vintage car 

festival to raise funds over 
the summer.  Year 6 have 
been asked to help out 

with planning and running 
the event.

There’s plenty of work to do 
and lots of mathematical 
thinking needed to get the 

festival off the ground – read 
on and rise to the challenge.

The school have looked into the council rules regarding the number of people and cars 
they will be allowed to have on site.  The Head Teacher has given you a link to a 
website which gives guidance and she wants you to calculate how many tickets they 
can sell for cars and visitors.

2. How many police officers can we 
expect to be in attendance?

You need to inform the local police 
as they have to provide 2 officers for 
every 50 visitors who attend, to help 
with traffic and security.  We can 
assume each car will have 2 people 
with it and these must be counted in 
the policing figures.  

1. The school site is 250m2.  How 
many people and cars can attend the 
festival?

Quick Links

Festival search

Police contact

Resources

Refuse support

Gallery

Contact Us

3. There is a fundraising target of £2500 for ticket sales.  Taking this into account, 
how much should you charge per ticket to meet the target?

The ratio of adult to children’s tickets is 
likely to be 2:1.  
4. If you set your children’s tickets at £5, 
how much will your adult tickets need to be 
to ensure you make enough money?  Round 
your ticket price to the nearest 50p.

classroomsecrets.com
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Reasoning and Problem Solving – Ratio – Year 6

The Year 5 children and their parents have decided to 
run a car wash at the event and will need plenty of 
water and soap to do a really good job.  There are 
rolling barrels which can hold 40 litres of water.  The 
children have calculated that they will use soap and 
water in the ratio of 1:19.  

5. If they plan to wash 50 cars, and each car needs 15 litres of soapy water, how 
many barrels will they fill and transport?  How much soap will they need?

Year 4 decide to raise money by selling photos of people in their favourite car.  
They canvas the owners who have signed up and     of the replies agree to take part.  

8. What ratio of owners agreed?

6. Using the information in question 2, what ratio 
should they print the flyers for owners to visitors?  
Write the ratio in its simplest form. 

Looking at previous events, the printers advise that you deliver more flyers than the 
number of people you expect to attend.  Their suggested ratio is 4:1 (4 flyers for every 
1 expected attendee). 

7. How many flyers should the school 
order for car owners and visitors?

We need to advertise the event to car owner clubs and visitors.  The school produce 
two flyers: one for car owners and one for visitors. 

4
5

The cost of photo paper varies widely from one shop to 
another. 
9. Which of the following represents the best value for 
money?

90 
sheets
£9.45

250 
sheets

£20

120 
sheets

£10.80

To staff the event, school 
will be relying on 
volunteers.  All parents 
in school are asked 
whether they can help 
out.     of the 400 
parents reply and the 
ratio of yes to no is 3:2.

3
8

10. How many parents have agreed to help?

classroomsecrets.com
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Reasoning and Problem Solving – Ratio – Year 6

To book a place at the event, vintage car owners must complete a form giving details 
of their car’s make, model and colour.  There have been so many entries that you now 
need to manage how to display the cars.  To ensure the festival looks inviting, a good 
mix of colours will need to be parked along side each other.  The school council devise 
a ratio to ensure each arena is enticing to visitors.  So far red, green and black cars 
have all entered.  The ratio is 4:2:1.  

11. You have space for 48 red cars, how 
many green and black spaces are there? 

At the last minute, an influx of yellow cars applications 
arrive.  The council decide there should be as many 
yellow cars as green and black put together. 

12. Write the new ratio for red, green, black and yellow entries.

A plan of the different car displays is created so that the areas can be marked out 
before the day.  See the original plan below.

Due to an increase in the number of Porsches, Benz, Minis and Rolls vintage vehicles, 
the fields need to be made larger by a scale factor of 1.5.  There have been less Ford, 
Lamborghini and Citroen entries than expected so they will need to be reduced by a 
scale factor of    .

14. Use the grid on the next page to redraw the plan.  You may need to rotate the 
grid to complete the task.  Remember to label your parking areas.

Porsches

Benz

R
ollsFords Citroens

Lam
borghini

Minis

The festival is underway and your help has been 
invaluable in ensuring the day runs smoothly.   
All that is left to do is decide which car is your 

favourite and go get a photo!!

13. How many cars do we have 
altogether now?  By how much 
will the school have to increase
their space? (use Qu 1. to help)

1
3
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Reasoning and Problem Solving – Ratio – Year 6

1.  200 visitors tickets can be sold, 75 cars can be invited.

2.  200 visitors + 150 car owners = 350 people, therefore at 2 officers per 50 people 
we can expect 14 police officers.

3.  £2500÷ 200 = £12.50

4.  If a child ticket is £5, an adult ticket will need to be £16.50.
Of 200 visitors one third will be children, on third of 200 is 66 and a third rounded up 
to 67.  67 x £5 = £335,  leaving £2165 to come from the remaining 133 adults 
attending, that is £16.28 (to 2dp) each, rounded to nearest 50p = £16.50 per adult.

5.  They will need 19 barrels transported.
50 x 15 = 750l of soapy water needed.  Each barrel holds 40l so they will need 750 ÷
50 = 18.75 so need to round up to 19.

They will need 3.7 l of soap.
750 l needed as calculated above, in a ratio of 1:19 is 20 parts.  750l ÷ 20 = 37.5l, 
as soap is one part to nineteen parts water, then the soap needed is 37.5l.

6.  Ratio of 4:3 

7. We need to scale the number of attendees by 4.  So that means 800 visitor flyers 
and 600 car owner flyers.

8. 4:1 agreed to take part in the photos.

9.  10.80 ÷ 120 = 0.09, so 9p per sheet.  9.45 ÷ 90 = 0.105, so rounds to 11p per 
sheet.  20 ÷250 = 0.08, so 8p per sheet and the best value.

10.  90 parents agreed to help.
of 400 = 150 replies.  3:2 is 5 parts altogether so each part is 150 ÷ 5 = 30.  3 

parts said yes so 3 x 30 = 90 parents.

11.  In a ratio of 4:2:1, red:green:black.
48 red cars = 4 parts, so one part is 48 ÷ 4 = 12, green cars are 2 parts: 12 x 2 = 24, 
and black cars are 1 part, so 12 cars.

12.  4:2:1:3

13. There are now 120 cars.  45 more than planned so an extra 150m2 is needed.

3
8
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Reasoning and Problem Solving – Mixed Problems

1. These are the most popular dog profiles on Woofstagram. Put the profiles in order of 

most to least number of friends. 

2. You are making an order for the school’s end of the year barbeque. There are 400 

students attending. You must order enough food so each student can have a hotdog, 

hamburger and ice lolly, but most items are sold in packs so you may have extra. 

Which store should you get your supplies from to spend the least amount of money? 

Patch
9,242,234 friends

Jones
9,305,183 friends

Barkley
9,242,499 friends

Spaghetti
9,928,372 friends

Blue
9,340,392 friends

Peanut
8,099,999 friends

Bartholomew
9,410,592 friends

Tiny
9,411,829 friends

Item Stop ‘n’ Shop Snack Town Gary’s Groceries

Hot dogs 25 for £1.49 30 for £1.50 12 for 99p

Hot dog buns 10 for £1 12 for £1.25 11p each

Hamburgers 10 for £1.99 24 for £4.49 12 for £2.49

Hamburger buns 12 for £1 10 for 80p 24 for £1.49

Ice lollies 24 for £2.50 12 for £1 10 for £1

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2018
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Reasoning and Problem Solving – Mixed Problems

3. Leafy Grove Primary is planning a Walk-a-Thon to raise money for a local charity by 

completing laps around their football field. 

How many laps does the average student complete? (Round to 2dp) 

Which year group made the most money? 

How much money does the school raise in total?

4. JoJo the clown is assessing his business plan. His accountant has suggested four 

new price schemes for him to consider with the following notes:

• He currently charges clients a flat rate of £20 per party, plus £24.50 per hour he 

performs. 

• The minimum length of a booking must be 2 hours.

• Each party costs him an average of £130 in supplies and travel costs. 

How many hours does he currently have to work to make a profit?

Which option will allow him to make the biggest profit for a shorter booking? 

Year 

Group

Students in 

class

Fundraising plan for 

each student

Number of laps 

completed per 

student

Total raised 

by class

Year 1 28 get £5 for every     lap 9

Year 2 26 £5 for every     lap 15

Year 3 27 £7 for every lap 15

Year 4 23 £7 for every       lap 20

Year 5 29 £11 for every       laps 21

Year 6 22 £11 for every 2 laps 29

Flat rate 
(m)

Cost per 
hour (n)

Minimum booking 
(m + 2n)

3 hour booking
(m + 3n)

4 hour booking
(m + 4n)

Option 1 33.99 26.50

Option 2 34.99 25.50

Option 3 42.99 27.50

Option 4 39.99 24.50

1

2

3

4

1
1

4

1
3

4
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Reasoning and Problem Solving – Mixed Problems

5. Martha wants to make some cookies for her mum’s birthday party. She’d like to test 

the recipe first, but she only has 180g of butter, so she won’t be able to make the full 

amount. How many cookies can she make with the ingredients she has in her pantry? 

Scale the recipe to show how much of each other ingredient she will need.

6. The cookies were a big success! Martha has finalised the guest list and is going to 
make 150 cookies for the party. How much of each ingredient does she need? 

She is going to buy some of her items in bulk. Which ingredients can she purchase in 

kilograms? Make the conversions, and round all decimals to two decimal points.

Ingredients for Chocolate Chip 

Celebration Cookies (makes 20)

225g caster sugar

200g butter

300g flour

1 teaspoon vanilla extract

1 teaspoon baking powder

1 egg

150g chocolate chips

Amended recipe (makes )

180g butter

Ingredients for Chocolate Chip 

Celebration Cookies (makes 20)

225g caster sugar

200g butter

300g flour

1 teaspoon vanilla extract

1 teaspoon baking powder

1 egg

150g chocolate chips

Amended recipe (makes 150)

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2018
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Reasoning and Problem Solving – Mixed Problems

1. These are the most popular dog profiles on Woofstagram. Put the profiles in order of 

most to least number of friends. 

2. You are making an order for the school’s end of the year barbeque. There are 400 

students attending. You must order enough food so each student can have a hotdog, 

hamburger and ice lolly, but most items are sold in packs so you may have extra. 

Which store should you get your supplies from to spend the least amount of money? 

Patch
9,242,234 friends

Jones
9,305,183 friends

Barkley
9,242,499 friends

Spaghetti
9,928,372 friends

Blue
9,340,392 friends

Peanut
8,099,999 friends

Bartholomew
9,410,592 friends

Tiny
9,411,829 friends

Spaghetti, Tiny, Bartholomew, Blue, Jones, Barkley, Patch, Peanut

Item Stop ‘n’ Shop Snack Town Gary’s Groceries

Hot dogs 25 for £1.49
30 for £1.50

14 packs = £21.00
12 for 99p

Hot dog buns 10 for £1
12 for £1.25

34 packs = £42.50
11p each

Hamburgers 10 for £1.99
24 for £4.49

17 packs = £76.33
12 for £2.49

Hamburger buns 12 for £1
10 for 80p

40 packs = £32.00
24 for £1.49

Ice lollies 24 for £2.50
12 for £1

34 packs = £34.00
10 for £1

The items are the least expensive from Snack Town (£205.83).
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Reasoning and Problem Solving – Mixed Problems

3. Leafy Grove Primary is planning a Walk-a-Thon to raise money for a local charity by 

completing laps around their football field. 

How many laps does the average student complete? (Round to 2dp) 

Which year group made the most money? 

How much money does the school raise in total?

4. JoJo the clown is assessing his business plan. His accountant has suggested four 

new price schemes for him to consider with the following notes:

• He currently charges clients a flat rate of £20 per party, plus £24.50 per hour he 

performs. 

• The minimum length of a booking must be 2 hours.

• Each party costs him an average of £130 in supplies and travel costs. 

How many hours does he currently have to work to make a profit?

Which option will allow him to make the biggest profit for a shorter booking? 

Year 

Group

Students in 

class

Fundraising plan for 

each student

Number of laps 

completed per 

student

Total raised 

by class

Year 1 28 get £5 for every     lap 9 £2,520

Year 2 26 £5 for every     lap 15 £2,600

Year 3 27 £7 for every lap 15 £2,835

Year 4 23 £7 for every       lap 20 £2,576

Year 5 29 £11 for every       laps 21 £3,828

Year 6 22 £11 for every 2 laps 29 £3,509

18.2 laps

Year 5

£17,868

Flat rate 
(m)

Cost per 
hour (n)

Minimum booking 
(m + 2n)

3 hour booking
(m + 3n)

4 hour booking
(m + 4n)

Option 1 33.99 26.50 £86.99 £113.49 £139.99

Option 2 34.99 25.50 £85.99 £111.49 £136.99

Option 3 42.99 27.50 £97.99 £125.49 £152.99

Option 4 39.99 24.50 £88.99 £113.49 £137.99

1

2

3

4

1
1

4

1
3

4

5 hours

Option 3 will make the most money over 4 hours.  
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Reasoning and Problem Solving – Mixed Problems

5. Martha wants to make some cookies for her mum’s birthday party. She’d like to test 

the recipe first, but she only has 180g of butter, so she won’t be able to make the full 

amount. How many cookies can she make with the ingredients she has in her pantry? 

Scale the recipe to show how much of each other ingredient she will need.

6. The cookies were a big success! Martha has finalised the guest list and is going to 
make 150 cookies for the party. How much of each ingredient does she need? 

She is going to buy some of her items in bulk. Which ingredients can she purchase in 

kilograms? Make the conversions, and round all decimals to two decimal points.

Ingredients for Chocolate Chip 

Celebration Cookies (makes 20)

225g caster sugar

200g butter

300g flour

1 teaspoon vanilla extract

1 teaspoon baking powder

1 egg

150g chocolate chips

Amended recipe (makes 18)

202.5g caster sugar

180g butter

270g flour

0.9 teaspoon vanilla extract

0.9 teaspoon baking powder

0.9 egg

135g chocolate chips

Ingredients for Chocolate Chip 

Celebration Cookies (makes 20)

225g caster sugar

200g butter

300g flour

1 teaspoon vanilla extract

1 teaspoon baking powder

1 egg

150g chocolate chips

Amended recipe (makes 150)

1,687.5g caster sugar

1,500g butter

2,250g flour

7.5 teaspoons vanilla extract

7.5 teaspoons baking powder

7.5 eggs

1,125g chocolate chips

1.69kg caster sugar, 1.5kg butter, 2.25kg flour, 1.13kg chocolate chips
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Recognising the Passive Verb

1. True or false? The passive sentences below have been correctly labelled.

A. The treasure was found by the boy.

B. An apple was eaten by the teacher.

C. Our fence was blown over by the wind.

2. Underline the passive sentence in the passages below.

A. We decided to tidy the garden. Mum weeded the flower beds. We helped to sweep

the path. The lawn was mowed by dad.

B. Everyone was having fun in the swimming pool. I was being splashed by Tom. The

lifeguard told him off. He reminded Tom of the pool rules.

3. Rearrange the words below to create a sentence written in the passive form.

VF 

HW/Ext

VF 

HW/Ext

AR

HW/Ext
D
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subject

passive verb

subject

had by the melted

the snow sun been



Recognising the Passive Verb

4. True or false? The passive sentences below have been correctly labelled.

A. The heavy wooden door was opened slowly by the curious children.

B. Our brand new sofa was destroyed by our very naughty dog.

C. The old, dilapidated house was destroyed.

5. Underline the passive sentence in the passages below.

A. Yesterday, a criminal broke into an expensive looking house. The owner had been

quick to phone the police. The robbery was now being investigated by the local

police.

B. We had won the lottery! That wonderful machine had selected our lucky numbers. A

big cheque was presented to us by a famous celebrity. We have decided to buy a big

house and a fast car.

6. Rearrange the words below to create a sentence written in the passive form.

VF 

HW/Ext

VF 

HW/Ext

AR

HW/Ext
E
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object

object

passive verb

flowers woman had colourful by

picked the been the old



Recognising the Passive Verb

7. Complete the boxes to identify whether the underlined words are the object, the

subject or the passive verb in the sentences below.

A. The enormous snowman had been built after it had been rolled into the perfect

shape.

B. The beautiful flowers had been picked before they were given to me.

C. The dog was looked after because he had been hit by a speeding car.

8. Underline the passive sentence in the passages below.

A. Holly was attending her best friend’s party and she was unbelievably excited. The

present had been carefully wrapped so it could be given to the party girl. Holly’s dad

was driving her to the venue so she could arrive there on time.

B. The hot air balloon, which was seven stories tall, was being piloted through the sky.

He was attempting to break the world record for flying a hot air balloon the farthest. So

far, he had covered a distance of 4,500 miles and he only needed to complete 300

more.

9. Rearrange the words below to create a sentence written in the passive form.

VF 

HW/Ext

VF 

HW/Ext

AR

HW/Ext
GD
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car because new had

recklessly been it the

had damaged been driven



 Recognising the Passive 
Verb

Developing

1. A = True

B = True

C = False because ‘the wind’ is the object.

2. A. The lawn was mowed by dad.

B. I was being splashed by Tom.

3. The snow had been melted by the sun.

Expected

4. A = False because ‘the heavy, wooden door’ is the subject.

B = True

C = True

5. A. The robbery was now being investigated by the local police.

B. A big cheque was presented to us by a famous celebrity.

6. The colourful flowers had been picked by the old woman.

Greater Depth

7. A = Subject

B = Passive verb

C = Subject

8. A. The present had been carefully wrapped so it could be given to the party girl.

B. The hot air balloon, which was seven stories tall, was being piloted through the sky.

9. The new car had been damaged because it had been driven recklessly.

classroomsecrets.co.uk
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Using the Passive Verb

1. Tick the passive verb that will complete both of the sentences below.

The ball _______________ to me by the goalkeeper.

My pencil case________________  into my bag by me this morning.

2. Underline the active verb in the sentence below. Complete the sentence in the

passive form.

Jack kicked the ball.

The _____________________________ by Jack.

3. Florence has rewritten the sentence below in the passive form.

Explain the mistake that Florence has made.

VF 

HW/Ext

VF 

HW/Ext

AR

HW/Ext
D
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The fox caught a rabbit in my garden.

was flown is thrown was thrown

A rabbit is caught by a fox in my garden.



Using the Passive Verb

4. Tick the passive verb that will complete both of the sentences below.

The red sports car _______________ around the track at break-neck speed.

My best friend ________________  to school today by her mum. 

5. Underline the active verb in the sentence below. Complete the sentence in the

passive form.

The pilot expertly flew the brand-new plane.

The brand-new plane _____________________________ expertly by

________________________ .

6. Millie has rewritten the sentence below in the passive form.

Explain the mistake that Millie has made.

VF 

HW/Ext

VF 

HW/Ext

AR

HW/Ext
E
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The passer-by saved the little boy from drowning.

is driven was driven drove

The passer-by was saved from drowning by the little boy.



Using the Passive Verb

7. Tick the passive verbs that would make sense in the sentence below.

The test papers _________________ after they _________________ by the

exhausted children.

9. Joseph has rewritten the sentence below in the passive form with the object

omitted.

Explain the mistake that Joseph has made.

VF 

HW/Ext

VF 

HW/Ext

AR 

HW/Ext

8. Underline the active verbs in the sentence below. Complete the sentence in the 
passive form, omitting the object.

Toby threw the cricket ball too hard and smashed the window 

when he was being silly.

When he was being silly, _____________________________________________________ .
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Completely unnoticed, the stealthy thief stole the 

jewels right from underneath the jeweller’s nose.

were completed was completed were marked

The jewels are stolen, completely unnoticed,

right from underneath the jeweller’s nose.



Using the Passive 
Verb

1. was thrown

2. Jack kicked the ball. The ball was kicked by Jack.

3. The wrong tense of the auxiliary verb has been used. The sentence should be: A rabbit

was caught by a fox in my garden.

4. was driven

5. The pilot expertly flew the brand-new plane. The brand-new plane was flown expertly

by the pilot.

6. The subject and object have been switched around which changes the meaning of

the sentence. The sentence should be: The little boy was saved from drowning by the

passer-by.

7. were marked; were completed

8. Toby threw the cricket ball too hard and smashed the window when he was being silly.

Various answers for example: When he was being silly, the window was smashed as the

cricket ball was thrown too hard.

9. Are has been used instead of were. To form the passive verb, Joseph needs to use the

past tense of the auxiliary verb as well as the past participle of the action verb, e.g. ‘were

stolen’.
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Identifying Verbs in Sentences

1. Circle the correct verb tense to complete the sentences below.

A. The rain falling/fell from the sky as people ran/run for cover.

B. Pedro caught/catch the ball and racing/raced to the touch line.

C. The dog sleeps/slept as the fire roared/roaring.

2. Tick the sentences where only action verbs have been underlined.

3. Replace the verbs in the sentences below with an alternative to change the

meaning of the sentence.

A. Liza sprinted out of the door and stumbled over the dog.

B. Hassan smashed the mirror and slammed the door on his way out.

VF 

HW/Ext

VF 

HW/Ext

AR

HW/Ext
D
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A. The trees swayed as the strong wind blew.

B. Asha scored the winning point and hugged her team mates.

C. Toby knelt on the floor and fussed his dog.

closed leapt strolled mended



Identifying Verbs in Sentences

4. Circle the correct verb tense to complete the sentences below.

A. Tasha and Sasha was/were tired after spent/spending the afternoon

cleaning/cleaned the messy bedroom which they shared.

B. Running/Ran quickly to catch/caught the last bus home, Tom waving/waved at the

driver to attract his attention.

C. She’d being/been poorly all week, so she had to worked/work extra hard to

complete/completed the activities she’d missed whilst off school.

5. Tick the sentences that include a linking and an action verb.

6. Replace the verbs in the sentences below with an antonym to change the meaning

of the sentence.

A. Lisa and Kelly are the best of friends, which is why they love spending time together.

B. We were happy about the changes made to our timetable as we really enjoyed

spending Friday afternoon completing tests.

VF 

HW/Ext

VF 

HW/Ext

AR 

HW/Ext

classroomsecrets.co.uk
Homework/Extension – Identifying Verbs in Sentences – Year 6 Expected

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2019

A. The sky was grey and threatening, yet a beam of sunlight broke bravely

through the clouds to cheer the people below.

B. Charlie, late for school as usual, rushed out of the door and along the

busy road to school.

C. John remained calm as he blocked the path of the man who was

walking speedily away from the shop with a bag full of stolen jewels.



Identifying Verbs in Sentences

7. Circle the correct verb choice to complete each sentence in the subjunctive form.

A. I insist she has/have a chance to audition for the role; if I were/was able to, I’d take

her to London myself.

B. The judge recommended that the law is/be passed immediately to avoid anymore

unnecessary complications.

C. It is vital that the project begin/begins at once; we suggest that Leena

works/work over the weekend to ensure that she is prepared.

9. Replace some verbs in the sentences below with an antonym to change the

meaning of the sentence.

A. If you can complete your task on time, inform a member of the teaching staff; we

would appreciate knowing how pupils are progressing.

B. The children raced through the forest; they shouted to each other as they sped

along whilst supporting the ones being left behind.

VF 

HW/Ext

VF 

HW/Ext

AR 

HW/Ext
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8. Tick the sentences that are written in the subjunctive form.

A. If I were free, I’d go; supporting such a worthwhile charity is important to 
me, but I have already made agreed to attend another function that day.

B. If I were ordered to go, I would; it is important I be allowed to make my 
own decision though.

C. The company felt that the car needed to be reliable as well as 
economical; a good reputation was just as important as profit



 Identifying Verbs in 
Sentences

1. A. fell, ran; B. caught, raced; C. slept, roared

2. A and C (B is incorrect as ‘winning’ is an adjective in this case).

3. A. strolled, leapt; B. mended, closed

4. A. were, spending, cleaning; B. Running, catch, waved; C. been, work, complete

5. A and C

6. Various answers, for example:

A. Lisa and Kelly aren’t the best of friends, which is why they loath spending time

together.

B. We weren’t happy about the changes made to our timetable as we really disliked

spending Friday afternoon completing tests.

7. A. have, were; B. be; C. begin, work

8. A and B

9. Various answers, for example:

A. If you can’t complete your task on time, inform a member of the teaching staff; we

won’t appreciate knowing how pupils are stalling.

B. The children stumbled through the forest; they whispered to each other as they

crawled along whilst neglecting the ones being left behind.
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Recognising Formal and Informal Writing

1. Who do you think the extract below was written for? Circle the intended audience.

2. List the differences between the two extracts below. Think about the genre,

audience, purpose, structure and language used.

3. Mandi has written the sentence below.

A peculiar object has recently come into my possession. It was delivered 
by a gentleman on a bicycle.

She says, 

Is Mandi correct? Explain your answer.

VF 

HW/Ext

VF 

HW/Ext

AR

HW/Ext
D
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I have written this sentence in 

a informal tone.

teacher employer solicitor friend

A. Dear Sir/Madam

I am writing to complain about the 

awful experience we suffered at your 

resort.

We chose your campsite as it was 

advertised as being a 5 star resort. We 

certainly didn’t receive a 5 star 

experience.

Firstly, the temperature of the ‘luxury’ 

indoor pool was far too low. 

B. Dear Gran,

What a nightmare!!! Worst 

holiday ever!!!! This campsite is 

shocking! The pool is freezing 

and full of gross plasters. The 

food in the restaurant has made 

us all barf! The games room is 

as dull as dishwater and the Wi-

Fi doesn’t even work!!

Glad you’re not here xxx

+44 6652 2336738     Jack

The game kicks off at 3. I’ve got the 

tickets. Give me a shout if you’re 

able to come. It’ll be a right laugh! 

Hope to see you later mate. 



Recognising Formal and Informal Writing

4. Who do you think the extract below was written for? Circle the intended audience.

5. List the differences between the two extracts below. Think about the genre,

audience, purpose, structure and language used.

6. James has written the sentence below.

According to me mate Steve, you’ve told everyone that it was me who 
bust the mirror in the school loo, even though I wasn’t even there on 
Monday. 

He says, 

Is James correct? Explain your answer.

VF 

HW/Ext

VF 

HW/Ext

AR

HW/Ext
E
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I have written this sentence in 

a formal tone.

I regret to inform you that I must resign my position as Head Girl with 

immediate effect. I acknowledge that my recent behaviour has caused 

much controversy and is unacceptable for a person in my position. I feel 

a more suitable individual should be selected to represent our students.

A. Dear Diary,

What a day!!! I saw a

wicked smash on my way

to school this morning. This

numpty was too busy

faffing about with his hair

in the mirror and he

smashed straight into a

taxi. The taxi driver was

well angry and they

started shoving each other

about. It was so silly!!!

B. On the morning of Tuesday 22nd February, at

approximately 8.30am, I was on my way to

Barton Primary School.

I travelled on foot along Albert Road, and just 

as I approached the junction with Collie 

Close, I witnessed a green car being driven on 

the wrong side of the road. The driver 

appeared to be distracted. 

At that moment, a black taxi emerged around 

the corner, travelling in a northerly direction.

school friend grandparent headteacher police



Recognising Formal and Informal Writing

7. Who do you think is the intended audience of the extract below?

8. List the differences between the two extracts below. Think about the genre,

audience, purpose, structure and language used.

9. Oscar has written the sentence below.

What a joke! I’ve been completely bamboozled by these dodgy 
instructions all day and then me nipper swans in and throws the self-
assembly cupboard together in 5 minutes flat – I wanna cry! 

He says, 

Is Oscar correct? Explain your answer.

VF 

HW/Ext

VF 

HW/Ext

AR 

HW/Ext
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I have written this sentence in 

a formal tone.

I wish to be considered for the position of Exceed Software 

Developer which you advertised recently.  I believe I possess 

all, if not more, of the specific skills you require; please see my 

attached curriculum vitae for confirmation. I also have vast 

experience of utilising the aforementioned software and 

believe I can further enhance your current, extremely 

successful, operation. 

I shall send contact details of my references forthwith and I 

await your response with eager anticipation.

B. Seriously, if you wanna

get a quick butchers at the

royals, you need to get

down here pronto!!!! The

bloomin’ fire alarm has

only gone and gone off in

the palace and the whole

lot of them have had to

shimmy down the fire

escape!!! There’s

paparazzi all over the

shop! What a palaver!!!

A. At approximately 2:15pm, the entire royal

family were required to evacuate

Buckingham Palace due to an unforeseen fire

alarm.

It was necessary for senior members of the 

Royal family to exit the building via an 

external fire escape; a sight never before 

witnessed at the palace. 

Our Royal correspondent, Gemima Jones, was 

at the scene to witness this remarkable event.



Homework/Extension
Recognising Formal and Informal Writing

1. friend

2. Various answers, for example:

Text A is a formal letter of complaint. It has been formally addressed and organised into

paragraphs. It includes formal/specific language, for example: awful, complain, receive,

experience, resort etc.

Text B is an informal message to a family member. It has been informally addressed and

includes no paragraphs. Exclamation marks have been overused. It includes informal

and exaggerated language, for example: nightmare, shocking, gross, barf, dull as

dishwater etc.

3. Mandi is incorrect as her sentence has a formal tone. She has used formal language

such as ‘peculiar’, ‘possession’, ‘gentleman’ and ‘bicycle’.

4. headteacher

5. Various answers, for example:

Text A is a diary which is used to record private thoughts, feelings and personal

experiences. As such, it is written in a casual, jovial manner and includes informal

language, for example: wicked, numpty, faffing etc.

Text B is a factual report, possibly written for the police or insurance company. As such, it

contains paragraphs, specific facts and formal language, for example: approximately,

approached, witnessed, appeared, emerged etc.

6. James is incorrect as his sentence has an informal tone. He has used contracted words

like ‘you’ve’ and ‘wasn’t’. He has also used informal language such as ‘mate’, ‘bust’ and

‘loo’.

7. potential employer

8. Various answers, for example:

Text A appears to be a news report intended to be read by the general public. The style

is formal with the use of paragraphs and specific/formal language, for example:

approximately, evacuate, unforeseen, via, external, witnessed, correspondent etc.

Text B is probably a quick message sent via a phone to a close friend or family member.

The style is informal as there are no paragraphs included and there is an overuse of

exclamation marks and sensational language. Contracted words, such as ‘there’s’ are

also included. Colloquial/slang language is present throughout the text, for example:

wanna, quick butchers, pronto, bloomin’, shimmy, palaver etc.

9. Oscar is incorrect as his sentence has an informal tone. He’s used contracted words

like ‘I’ve’ and included colloquial and archaic language such as ‘bamboozled’, ‘dodgy’,

‘nipper’, ‘swans in’ and ‘wanna’.
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Question Tags in Informal Speech and Writing

1. Underline the question tag in the sentences below.

A. I think it was an accident, don’t you?

B. The project we were set for homework is going to take forever, isn’t it?

C. We will miss the train if we don’t hurry up, won’t we?

2. For each sentence below, decide whether the sentence tag can be used.

A. If I hide quietly, she won’t be able to find me, ___________________________________?

B. My mum will be pleased if I tidy up the house before she gets home from work,

___________________________________?

C. My teacher will be able to help me with my homework ___________________________________?

3. Hafsa and Chuan are writing sentences that include a question tag.

Who has used a question tag correctly? Explain how you know. 

VF 

HW/Ext

VF 

HW/Ext

AR 

HW/Ext
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will she

Chuan

Hafsa 

Will we still be able to go on the school trip in this weather?

Despite the weather, we will still be able to go on the school 

trip, won’t we?



Question Tags in Informal Speech and Writing

4. Underline the question tag in the sentences below.

A. After getting up early everyday, which I have been doing for a couple

of weeks now, you get used to the early starts, don’t you?

B. Doesn’t the garden look fantastic? Your dad, who would normally hire a

gardener for this kind of task, did a good job tidying it up, didn’t he?

C. I can’t believe that people are still walking around in shorts and t-shirts

in this freezing cold weather, can you?

5. For each sentence below, decide whether the sentence tag can be used.

A. Although it was raining heavily yesterday, it will still be okay to play the football

match on the school field, ___________________________________?

B. Due to the unforeseen bad weather, netball practice, which was supposed to take

place after school, will have to be cancelled, ___________________________________?

C. If the bus is late again, which I think it will be, Mrs Brown will tell us off,

___________________________________?

6. Steph and Sean are writing sentences that include a question tag.

Who has used a question tag correctly? Explain how you know. 

VF 

HW/Ext

VF 

HW/Ext

AR 

HW/Ext

classroomsecrets.co.uk
Homework/Extension – Question Tags in Informal Speech and Writing – Year 6 Expected
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won’t it

Sean

Steph 

Although we haven’t been able to practise the routine this 

week, we will be able to fit a practice in before the 

gymnastics competition, won’t we? 

Will we be able to fit in a practice before the gymnastics 

competition as we haven’t been able to practise this week? 



Question Tags in Informal Speech and Writing

7. Underline the question tag in the sentences below.

A. I’m not entirely sure whether to go to the fancy dress party, which is on

the morrow, but if I do go, I’ll need to purchase an outfit, won’t I?

B. He is an absolute rapscallion, wouldn’t you agree?

C. Who does James think he is? He walks around the playground like he’s

the bee’s knees, doesn’t he?

8. For each sentence below, decide whether the sentence tag can be used.

A. She ought to pay more attention to the road when she is driving, ___________________________________?

B. I should declare my undying love for her before another suitor does,

___________________________________?

C. I should have been quicker to share my suggestions before Johnny beat me to the

punch, ___________________________________?

9. Lucy and Josh are writing sentences that include a question tag.

Who has used a question tag correctly? Explain how you know. 

VF 

HW/Ext

VF 

HW/Ext

AR 

HW/Ext

classroomsecrets.co.uk
Homework/Extension – Question Tags in Informal Speech and Writing – Year 6 Greater Depth
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shouldn’t I

Josh

Lucy

Some fresh air will do us the world good as we are looking a 

little peaky, aren’t you? 

You’re looking a little bit peaky. Some fresh air will do you the 

world of good, don’t you think? 



Question Tags in Informal Speech and Writing

Developing

1. A. don’t you? B. isn’t it? C. won’t we?

2. A. true; B. false; C. false

3. Chuan has used a question tag correctly as he is asking for agreement. Hafsa’s

sentence is a question and doesn’t include a question tag.

Expected

4. A. don’t you? B. didn’t he? C. can you?

5. A. true; B. true; C. false

6. Steph has used a question tag correctly as she is asking for agreement. Sean’s

sentence is a question and doesn’t include a question tag.

Greater Depth

7. A. won’t I? B. Wouldn’t you agree? C. doesn’t he?

8. A. false; B. true; C. true

9. Josh has used a question tag correctly as he is asking for agreement. Lucy’s sentence

does not use a question tag correctly as the sentence is about two people, but the

question tag is about one person. She should have used ‘aren’t we?’

classroomsecrets.co.uk
Homework/Extension – Question Tags in Informal Speech and Writing ANSWERS
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Penguins

Penguins live in both hot and cold places in the 
Southern Hemisphere, the bottom half of the world, 
below the equator.  They have wings but they can 
not fly, so they use them as flippers.  There are 17 
different species of penguin.

All penguins forage for food in the sea.  They have 
spines in their mouths to stop their prey (fish, squid 
and krill) from swimming away.

Baby penguins are called chicks, born with very fluffy 
feathers and unable to go into the water until they 
have grown their adult feathers.  The parents hunt 
for food, swallow it down and then bring it back up 
to feed to their chicks.

Yellow-eyed Penguin

This type of penguin can be 
found in New Zealand and 
has a band of yellow 
feathers on its head as well 
as yellow eyes.  The Yellow-
eyed penguin prefers to eat 
fish but will also eat 
cephalopods.  They are 
different to many other 
species of penguin because 
they nest alone (instead of in 
huge groups) in thick forest, 
usually at the foot of a tree.  

Chinstrap Penguin

Chinstrap penguins have 
a black line across their 
cheeks that looks like a 
chinstrap.  They mostly 
eat krill but sometimes 
they eat fish.  These 
penguins live in cold 
places.  Chinstrap males 
build a nest with pebbles 
and the female lays two 
eggs.  The parents take 
turns to look after the 
eggs.

Rockhopper Penguin

There are three types of 
Rockhopper Penguin:  Northern 
Rockhopper, Eastern 
Rockhopper and Southern 
Rockhopper.  There are very 
tiny differences between them 
and so they are classed as one 
species.  They live in cold places 
and have red eyes, an orange 
beak and yellow spiky feathers 
on their head.  Rockhoppers
make a nest with pebbles and 
peat and lay two eggs.  The 
second is normally stronger 
than the first.

Galapagos Penguin

This penguin is the only 
penguin to breed near the 
equator.  They feed on 
small fish like sardines.  
The Galapagos penguin 
lays its eggs in crevices,  
caves or a burrow to 
protect them from getting 
too much heat from the 
sun.  There are only 1000 
breeding pairs of these 
penguins and they are at 
risk of extinction.

King Penguin

This penguin species is the 
second largest.  They have 
orange cheeks and look 
similar to Emperor 
penguins.  King penguins do 
not make a nest, instead 
the female lays a single egg 
which the male keeps warm 
in a pouch in his belly and 
balances it on his feet.  
They live around the edges 
of Antarctica and live on a 
diet of mainly lanternfish
and squid.

Like this? Find more 
differentiated Animals 

resources here.
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Emperor Penguin

This is the largest species of 
penguin.  It has patches of 
yellow on its ears and 
breast.  They live in 
Antarctica and catch fish 
from the sea to eat.  They 
do not build a nest.  
Instead, the male penguin 
holds the egg in a pouch in 
its belly.  After the chicks 
have hatched, baby 
penguins stand on the feet 
of its father so that they do 
not get cold.

African Penguin

These penguins live in 
Africa.  The African 
Penguin has a black band 
on its white breast and 
patches of skin on its 
face.  The skin helps the 
penguin to cool down 
when it gets too hot.  To 
lay its eggs, it burrows 
into the ground or lays 
them in rock crevices or 
under shrubs.  This 
species eats a lot of 
anchovies.

Adelie Penguin

This species has a long tail 
that drags along the 
ground and white around 
its eyes.  The female 
penguin lays her eggs in a 
nest that she makes with 
pebbles and moss.  The 
Adelie penguins often fight 
over these small stones 
and steal them from each 
other.  The male keeps the 
eggs warm and then the 
female goes to hunt for 
food, then they swap jobs.

Snares Penguin

They live on an island 
called Snares Island in 
New Zealand.  It has a 
yellow crest on its face 
and red eyes.  The female 
penguin lays two eggs in 
a nest.  The first one is a 
lot smaller than the 
second one.  The second 
egg hatches a much 
bigger penguin that is 
better at surviving.

Little Penguin

This is the smallest 
penguin and is 
sometimes called a Blue 
Penguin.  It lives in 
Australia and New 
Zealand.  They usually 
make a hole in the 
ground to lay their eggs 
and then the male and 
female take it in turns to 
look after them.  
Sometimes they nest 
under beach houses.

Humboldt Penguin

This species is sometimes 
called a Peruvian 
Penguin.  They are a 
medium-sized penguin 
that live in South 
America.  It has patches 
of skin on its face to help 
it cool down and it has a 
black bill.  It digs into 
the guano (bird poo) or 
the ground to lay its 
eggs.  Sometimes it uses 
caves.  

Like this? Find more 
differentiated Animals 

resources here.
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Fiordland Penguin

The Fiorland penguin has a 
yellow stripe which extends 
from above the eye and 
drops in a plume.  They 
nest in the rainforest on the 
Fiorland Island coast in 
New Zealand; in caves, at 
the foot of trees or in thick 
undergrowth.  The female 
lays two eggs.  The first 
egg usually hatches after 
the first, is much weaker 
and most of the time does 
not survive.

Erect-crested Penguin

Erect-crested penguins have 
yellow plumes that stand 
upright (erect).  When the 
plumes are wet, they drop 
down, making it difficult to 
identify them.  The female 
usually lays her two eggs 
straight onto bare rock.  
This penguin species is 
found in New Zealand and 
little is known about its 
diet, although studies have 
shown that it eats squid.

,

Gentoo Penguin

This species has a white 
patch around its eye 
joined to a white stripe 
that joins at the top of 
its head.  It mainly feeds 
on krill that it forages 
for close to the shore on 
sub-Antarctic islands.  
They build nests with 
pebbles, often fighting 
over the best pebbles for 
nest building, and the 
female lays two eggs.  
This species is the third 
largest penguin.

Like this? Find more 
differentiated Animals 

resources here.
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Penguins

Complete this table with .

Type of 
Penguin

Builds a 
Nest

Lives in a 
cold place

Lives in a 
hot place

Digs a hole 
for a nest

Balances 
baby/egg 
on its feet

Red Eyes Yellow
Crest

Skin on its 
face

Lays two 
eggs

Emperor

Snares

Adelie

Little

African

Humboldt

Yellow-eyed

Rockhopper

Chinstrap

King

Galapagos

Fiordland

Gentoo

Erect-crested

Like this? Find more 
differentiated Animals 

resources here.
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Why has the writer put the information in boxes?

What do penguins use their wings for?  

Do you think all penguins lay eggs?  

Why do you think Emperor penguins do not build a nest?  

Which two penguins are the most similar?  

Why do you think the Humboldt penguin is sometimes called a Peruvian penguin?  

Why do you think chicks feathers are unsuitable for the water?  

Like this? Find more 
differentiated Animals 

resources here.
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Penguins

Complete this table with .

Type of 
Penguin

Builds a 
Nest

Lives in a 
cold place

Lives in a 
hot place

Digs a hole 
for a nest

Balances 
baby/egg 
on its feet

Red Eyes Yellow
Crest

Skin on its 
face

Lays two 
eggs

Emperor  

Snares      

Adelie  

Little  

African   

Humboldt   

Yellow-eyed 

Rockhopper     

Chinstrap   

King  

Galapagos  

Fiordland   

Gentoo   

Erect-crested   

Like this? Find more 
differentiated Animals 

resources here.
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Why has the writer put the information in boxes?  To make it easier to read.

What do penguins use their wings for?  Swimming

Do you think all penguins lay eggs?  Yes, they are birds.

Why do you think Emperor penguins do not build a nest?  Because they lay their eggs where there is snow all around and it would be too 
cold.

Which two penguins are the most similar?  Humboldt and African.

Why do you think the Humboldt penguin is sometimes called a Peruvian penguin?  They can be found in Peru.

Why do you think chicks feathers are unsuitable for the water?  They are not waterproof.

Like this? Find more 
differentiated Animals 

resources here.
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Submerged City



Submerged City – Follow-up Work

1. Can you identify the city? What clues are there to suggest this?

2. Is there anything unusual in the picture that you wouldn’t normally expect to see? 

3. Where would you normally expect to find the animals that are present in the 
image?

4. What do you think has caused the flooding?

5. Do you think this is a real picture of possible future events? Why/why not?

6. What do you notice about the unusual tower? Why do you think it was built?

7. Do you think the tower is large enough to provide sanctuary for the whole 
population of London? If not, what has happened to the rest of the people?

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2017
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8. Do you think that people would be able to live in a tower like this indefinitely?

9. Would you like to live in a tower like this? Explain your answer with reference to 
the text.

10. Do you think the rest of the UK is flooded too? 

11. How would you describe the body language of the polar bears and seals?

12. Identify ONE question you would like to ask about this scene. 

13. Summarise this image in a few, well chosen sentences.

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2017
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Submerged City – Vocab 1

Write the definitions for each of these words. 

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2017
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apocalyptic

catastrophe

derelict

devastation

dystopia

evacuate

futuristic

indefinitely

glacier

global 
warming

ice cap

precipitation

sanctuary

submerged

sustainable



Submerged City – Vocab 2

Task A

Add -cial or -tial to complete these words.

Task B

Correct the spelling of these words.

Challenge

Make up your own mnemonic to help you remember how to spell the following words:

environmental

catastrophe

dilapidated

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2017

• sacrafice _______________________________________________

• signeture _______________________________________________

• acheive _______________________________________________

• offi_________________________ • spe_________________________

• par_________________________ • artifi_________________________

• confiden_________________________ • essen_________________________

• garantee _______________________________________________

• appreiciate _______________________________________________

• desparate _______________________________________________

classroomsecrets.com
Submerged City – Y6/P7/G5 – Vocab



Submerged City – SPAG

• Search the image for as many different nouns as possible and record them in the chart below.

• Use a selection of the prepositions below to write sentences about the image.

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2017

Common Noun Proper Noun

Collective Noun Abstract Noun

above under next to in front of

behind near between beyond

classroomsecrets.com
Submerged City – Y6/P7/G5 – SPAG



Submerged – Oral Teacher Questions
1. Can you identify the city? What clues are there to suggest this? Some famous London landmarks 
are visible e.g. Big Ben, Tower Bridge, The London Eye, The Gherkin and St Paul’s Cathedral.

2. Is there anything unusual in the picture that you wouldn’t normally expect to see? Answers could 
include: such high flood waters, polar bears and seals, floating ice, an unusual looking tower. 

3. Where would you normally expect to find the animals that are present in the image? The Arctic

4. What do you think has caused the flooding? Children may suggest heavy rain, although the 
waters may be too high for this. They may make links to increasing global temperatures causing ice 
from both polar regions to melt; this results in rising sea levels and flooding. 

5. Do you think this is a real picture of possible future events? Why/why not? It would be very 
unlikely that the polar bears and seals would have travelled that far from the Arctic. The ice they 
are floating on would probably have melted as it’s warmer in the UK than in the Arctic. Flood 
defences are already in place on the River Thames so this level of flooding may not be possible. In 
the future, steps may have been taken to prevent further melting of the polar ice caps. This is an 
artistic impression of a possible future.

6. What do you notice about the unusual tower? Why do you think it was built? It appears to have 
been built for people to live in. It looks like it has been designed specifically for this purpose as it is 
water-tight and has a power supply. The city is in ruins, so the people of London would be homeless 
without it. Or, it may be just a tourist attraction and everyone has long since been evacuated to 
other areas. 

7. Do you think the tower is large enough to provide sanctuary for the whole population of London? 
If not, what has happened to the rest of the people? Over 8 million people live in London, so it 
would be impossible for them all to live here. Perhaps more of these towers have been built. Perhaps 
some people have been evacuated. 

8. Do you think that people would be able to live in a tower like this indefinitely? Pupils will need to 
consider where fresh food and water is going to come from. They would also need to consider where 
the power supply for lighting, heating and cooking is coming from.

9. Would you like to live in a tower like this? Explain your answer with reference to the text. Various 
responses.

10. Do you think the rest of the UK is flooded too? Low lying areas would probably be in the same 
state, but parts of the UK are much higher above sea level and might have escaped the floods.

11. How would you describe the body language of the polar bears and seals? They appear to be 
watching each other cautiously. The seals will see the polar bears as a threat and the polar bears 
will see the seals as a potential meal. Currently, they look too relaxed to be of any threat.

12. Identify ONE question you would like to ask about this scene. Various responses.

13. Summarise this image in a few, well chosen sentences. Various responses.

classroomsecrets.com
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Submerged City – Vocab 1

Write the definitions for each of these words. 

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2017
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apocalyptic describing the complete destruction of the world

catastrophe an event causing great and often sudden damage or suffering

derelict in a very poor condition as a result of disuse and neglect

devastation great destruction or damage

dystopia an imagined place or state in which everything is unpleasant or bad 

evacuate remove someone from a place of danger to a safe place

futuristic having or involving very modern technology or design

indefinitely for an unlimited or unspecified period of time

glacier a slowly moving mass of ice 

global 
warming

a gradual increase in overall temperature of the Earth’s atmosphere

ice cap a covering of ice over a large area, especially on the polar region of a planet

precipitation rain, snow, sleet or hail that falls to the ground

sanctuary a place of refuge or safety

submerged cause to be underwater

sustainable able to be maintained at a certain rate or level



Submerged City – Vocab 2

Task A

Add -cial or -tial to complete these words.

Task B

Correct the spelling of these words.

Challenge

Make up your own mnemonic to help you remember how to spell the following words:

environmental

catastrophe

dilapidated

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2017

• sacrafice sacrifice

• signeture signature

• acheive achieve

• official • special

• partial • artificial

• confidential • essential

• garantee guarantee

• appreiciate appreciate

• desparate desperate

classroomsecrets.com
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Submerged City – SPAG

• Search the image for as many different nouns as possible and record them in the chart below.

• Use a selection of the prepositions below to write sentences about the image.

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2017

Common Noun Proper Noun

e.g. seal
polar bear
building
water

ice
clock

e.g. London
Big Ben

St Paul’s Cathedral
The Gherkin
Tower Bridge

The London Eye

Collective Noun Abstract Noun

e.g. celebration of polar bears
herd of seals

crowd of people

e.g. chaos
sorrow
hunger
hope
anger

hopelessness

above under next to in front of

behind near between beyond

classroomsecrets.com
Submerged City – Y6/P7/G5 – SPAG  ANSWERS

e.g. Above the submerged city, the sun shone weakly.
Under the grimy, polluted water, the lights from the tower shone brightly.
A futuristic tower stood next to the old, historic building. 
In front of the Gherkin, a collection of bemused animals waited on the ice.
Behind the safety of the water-tight window, people stood and gawped at the 
overwhelming sight.
Near the seals, some hungry and expectant polar bears stood.
Between the buildings, several chunks of ice floated gently by.
The scene of utter devastation continued beyond Tower Bridge.
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Poetry Comparison

Summer’s Swan Song

The long, sun-soaked days of summer
Drift lazily towards Autumn’s arms,

Like a tired child,
Stumbling sleepily into its mother’s embrace.

The party is gradually coming to an end.
Exquisite extremes of colourful leaves 

Are presented as a parting gift. 
The tips of trees painted in spectacular hues

Are Summer’s swan song as she says her farewell.

And then,
In tentative small flurries, the first of them fall, 

Pirouetting playfully to the ground. 

Summer has breathed her last breath,
And now warm, white, misty ghosts drift like summer souls 

Out of the mouths of the those who venture
Into this changing world. 

It is now Autumn’s duty to tidy away the world in time for Winter.

Thick blankets, crisp tapestries
Of burnt-oranges, raging-reds and golden-browns,

Now cover the feet of tired trees.
A last ditch effort to keep them clothed and warm.

And as the wind picks up and shakes the blankets out, 
The languid leaves perform nonchalant aerobatics.

Nature’s fire-work display ignited by the biting breeze.

Scurrying squirrels search frantically
For their winter hoard.

They rustle through the blankets 
Hoping to find their crown-topped treats.

And once they have raided nature’s kitchen, 
They scamper back to stock up their own larder.

Once short shadows now stretch out like creeping roots
As the sun sits heavily in a milky sky. 

The artist spills her watercolours across 
The canvas that envelopes the world.

Beautiful blends of pastel shades streak across the horizon
Before being drowned by a black ink.

Fragile veined corpses of leaves bury themselves into the ground. 
Trees stand shivering in the whip of the white, winter wind that rushes in.

Autumn has done her job.
It is now Winter’s turn.

By Malou Evans 



Autumn Poetry Comparison

Autumn’s Colourful Playground

In wellies and woollens, children venture out to play,
In Autumn’s colourful playground, there they spend the day.

Their breath is visible, a steamy vapour escapes,
Running around like puffer-trains, no-one wants to traipse.

Kaleidoscopic leaves tumble and fall to the ground,
Layer upon layer they rise up into a mound.

Crispy and crunchy they are too tempting to let lie,
So wellies come diving on in, sending them sky-high.

Screams of laughter are snatched by the wind’s icy fingers,
Then thrown through the air where the echo of them lingers.

Rustling and wrestling through the chaotic storm,
Children’s thoughts are far from their home comforts and the warm.

Porcupine shells defend their chocolatey-brown treasures,
But children get those conkers; they go to great measures.

Carefully selected stones or sticks pierce the defence,
And once fully prepared, the conker battles commence.

Oscillating with great vigour, conkers are released,
Smashing through their opponents, the winner is ‘The Beast’.

Whooping and hollering, children call for an encore,
But ‘The Beast’ reigns supreme and does not want any more. 

Then, like the Pied Piper, the smell of soup calls them in,
So they rush back to their homes; one last race they must win.

And so Autumn’s playground is left for another day,
Waiting for all the children to once more, come and play.

By Malou Evans 

classroomsecrets.com
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Autumn Poetry Comparison – Oral Teacher Questions

1. Look at the line ‘The party is gradually coming to an end,’ in the poem ‘Summer’s Swan Song’. 
What is meant by ‘the party’?

2. Which poem do you prefer? Explain your reasons.

3. The poet only uses metaphor in Summer’s Swan Song. Find and copy 3 metaphors. 

4. There are 2 similes in each of the poems. Choose one and describe the impact that simile has on 
the reader. 

5. Describe the difference in layout between the two poems. 

6. Explain what is meant by the metaphor ‘warm, white, misty ghosts’. 

7. In ‘Summer’s Swan Song’ the poet has used personification a number of times. What impact 
does this have on the reader? 

classroomsecrets.com
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8. Find and copy an example of personification in the poem ‘Autumn’s Playground’. 

9. ‘Rustling and wrestling’ is not alliteration. 
Do you agree or disagree with this statement? Explain your reason.

10. Write a short summary detailing what each poem is about and compare the two different styles 
and impact. Use evidence from the text to back up your ideas.  

11. Copy any words or phrases that capture your imagination and explain why you have chosen 
them. 

12. Read another poem about autumn and compare it to one of the poems in this text. Discuss the 
impact it has on the reader, the language features the poet has used and how it is 
similar/different to the other poem. 

13. When poems rhyme they are often much easier to recite by heart. Learn the poem ‘Autumn’s 
Playground’. Consider intonation, tone, volume and action so that the meaning is clear to an 
audience. 

classroomsecrets.com
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Autumn Poetry Comparison – Vocab 1

Write the meaning of each of these words from the poems.
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embrace

exquisite

hues

swan-song

tentative

flurries

pirouetting

venture

tapestries

languid

nonchalant

aerobatics

ignited

hoard

scamper

canvas

vapour

traipse

kaleidoscopic

lingers

porcupine

commence

oscillating

vigour

hollering

encore

reigns

supreme



Autumn Poetry Comparison – Vocab 2

Tick the word that is closest in meaning to the word in italics.

The word frantically is closest                                        The word opponents is closest 

in meaning to…                                                               in meaning to…                Tick one

The word vigour is closest                                     The word tentatively is closest 

in meaning to…                                                               in meaning to…

The word lingers is closest                                              The word commence is closest 

in meaning to…                                                               in meaning to…

quickly

steadily

smoothly

Tick one

allies

competition

friends

weakness

strength

vision

cautiously

definitely

quickly

leaves

remains

hangs

terminate

start

repeat
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Autumn Poetry Comparison – SPAG

Complete the table by writing in the correct spelling of the adjectives, comparative adjectives and 
superlative adjectives.

Read the following lines from the poem carefully and highlight the spelling and grammar mistakes. 
Re-write the sentences with all mistakes corrected.
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1) Screems of lafter are snatched by the winds icy fingers, then thrown threw the aire were the 
echoe of them lingers.

2) Hopping to find they’re crown topped treats.

3) Thick blankets crisp tapestries of burnt oranges raging reds and golden browns now cover 
the feet of tired trees.

Adjective Comparative Adjective Superlative Adjective

short

mistiest

crunchiest

steamier

icy

crispier

long



Autumn Poetry Comparison – Oral Teacher Questions

1. Look at the line ‘The party is gradually coming to an end,’ in the poem ‘Summer’s Swan Song’. 
What is meant by ‘the party’? The poet is describing summer as the party. Over the summer 
months there has been lots of fun, just like a party, but now the party (summer) is coming to an 
end.

2. Which poem do you prefer? Explain your reasons.  Personal response.

3. The poet only uses metaphor in Summer’s Swan Song. Find and copy 3 metaphors.  Any from 
the following: ‘The tips of trees painted in spectacular hues’; ‘The artist spills her watercolours 
across, The canvas that envelopes the world.’; ‘Beautiful blends of pastel shades streak across 
the horizon, Before being drowned by a black ink.’; ‘warm, white, misty ghosts’

4. There are 2 similes in each of the poems. Choose one and describe the impact that simile has on 
the reader.  An acceptable response talks about how the simile clearly chooses things that are 
similar in character, appearance or action which help make the image clearer for the reader as 
they have something to compare it to.
From ‘Summer’s Swan Song’: Drift lazily towards Autumn’s arms, Like a tired child, (character); 
Once short shadows now stretch out like creeping roots (appearance)
From ‘Autumn’s Playground’: Running around like puffer-trains (action); Then, like the Pied 
Piper, the smell of soup calls them in (character)

5. Describe the difference in layout between the two poems.  ‘Summer’s Swan-Song’ is free verse 
and so the stanzas don’t follow a particular structure and there is no rhyming pattern. However, 
‘Autumn’s Playground’ is a rhyming couplet poem and so each of the lines follow a set number 
of syllables.

6. Explain what is meant by the metaphor ‘warm, white, misty ghosts’.  The metaphor is describing 
the breath coming out of the person. The condensation of warm air hitting the cold creates these 
mists, which has been described as ghosts. 

7. In ‘Summer’s Swan Song’ the poet has used personification a number of times. What impact 
does this have on the reader?   Personal response along the lines of: The use of personification 
brings the seasons to life; you can imagine them as people with different roles. You see Summer 
as the excitable child and Autumn as a mother figure settling her child down. 

8. Find and copy an example of personification in the poem ‘Autumn’s Playground’.  ‘snatched by 
the wind’s icy fingers’

9. ‘Rustling and wrestling’ is not alliteration. 
Do you agree or disagree with this statement? Explain your reason.  Disagree – alliteration is the 
repetition of the initial sounds of words. Although the words start with different letters, they 
both share the same ‘r’ sound.
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10. Write a short summary detailing what each poem is about and compare the two different styles 
and impact. Use evidence from the text to back up your ideas.  Personal response; some 
examples may include the following: ‘Summer’s Swan Song’ is a more serious poem which 
focuses mainly on what nature is doing from the transition of summer into autumn and 
preparing for winter. ‘Autumn’s Playground’ is a more playful poem with the focus being on how 
the children play outside during autumn. One mentions three of the seasons and the other 
focuses only on autumn.

11. Copy any words or phrases that capture your imagination and explain why you have chosen 
them.  Personal response.

12. Read another poem about autumn and compare it to one of the poems in this text. Discuss the 
impact it has on the reader, the language features the poet has used and how it is 
similar/different to the other poem.  Personal response.

13. When poems rhyme they are often much easier to recite by heart. Learn the poem ‘Autumn’s 
Playground’. Consider intonation, tone, volume and action so that the meaning is clear to an 
audience.  Personal response.
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Autumn Poetry Comparison – Vocab 1

Write the meaning of each of these words from the poems.
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embrace hold closely in one’s arms, especially as a sign of affection

exquisite extremely beautiful and delicate

hues colours or shades

swan-song the final performance or activity

tentative with some uncertainty

flurries a small swirling mass of something moved by gusts of wind

pirouetting the act of spinning

venture a risky or daring journey

tapestries a collection of different elements fused together

languid having no desire for physical exertion or effort 

nonchalant appearing casual, calm and relaxed

aerobatics loops, rolls and other feats of spectacular flying skills

ignited cause to catch fire

hoard a supply of something that is hidden away

scamper run with quick, light steps

canvas stretched cloth for painting on

vapour a gaseous substance suspended in the air

traipse walk or move wearily or reluctantly

kaleidoscopic having complex patterns of colours; multi-coloured

lingers stay in a place for a long time

porcupine a large rodent with defensive spines on the body and tail

commence begin

oscillating move or swing back and forth in a regular rhythm

vigour physical strength and good health

hollering give a loud shout or cry

encore a repeated performance

reigns be the best at a certain thing

supreme highest in rank



Autumn Poetry Comparison – Vocab 2

Tick the word that is closest in meaning to the word in italics.

The word frantically is closest                                        The word opponents is closest 

in meaning to…                                                               in meaning to…                Tick one

The word vigour is closest                                     The word tentatively is closest 

in meaning to…                                                               in meaning to…

The word lingers is closest                                              The word commence is closest 

in meaning to…                                                               in meaning to…

quickly

steadily

smoothly

Tick one

✓ allies

competition

friends

weakness

strength

vision

cautiously

definitely

quickly

leaves

remains

hangs

terminate

start

repeat

✓

✓

✓

✓ ✓
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Autumn Poetry Comparison – SPAG

Complete the table by writing in the correct spelling of the adjectives, comparative adjectives and 
superlative adjectives.

Read the following lines from the poem carefully and highlight the spelling and grammar mistakes. 
Re-write the sentences with all mistakes corrected.

Adjective Comparative Adjective Superlative Adjective

short shorter shortest

misty mistier mistiest

crunchy crunchier crunchiest

steamy steamier steamiest

icy icier iciest

crispy crispier crispiest

long longer longest
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1) Screems of lafter are snatched by the winds icy fingers, then thrown threw the aire were the 
echoe of them lingers.

Screams of laughter are snatched by the wind’s icy fingers, then thrown through the air where 
the echo of them lingers.

2) Hopping to find they’re crown topped treats.

Hoping to find their crown-topped treats.

3) Thick blankets_crisp tapestries of burnt_oranges_raging_reds and golden_browns_now cover 
the feet of tired trees.

Thick blankets, crisp tapestries of burnt-oranges, raging-reds and golden-browns, now cover the 
feet of tired trees.



Two Sides of a Coin 

Ella unpacked her bag for the second time. Pencil case. Notepad. Forms and 
documents. Everything was there, just as it had been the first time. No harm in 
checking, right? 

She could not believe everything finally started tomorrow. Was she nervous, or 
excited? Really it felt as though her insides could not make their minds up so were 
flitting back and forth between the two. Ever since she had found out she was going 
to join Wood Lane Primary School all those weeks ago, her mind had raced from 
hopes to fears and back again. She could remember meeting the head teacher, Mrs. 
Watson, and being told that she could move right into Year Six the following 
September. Well, that following September was now, and tomorrow was her first day 
at her new school.

Not too far away geographically, but in a whole other world of experience, Grace was 
getting ready for bed. She too had mixed feelings about what was to come in the 
morning. She always got a strange, almost hollow feeling on the evenings before 
going back to school. It was never an all-consuming emotion, but rather just a sense 
that something different was approaching. It was odd to have a mildly negative 
feeling about school because she really enjoyed it, and in fact, there was so much for 
her to look forward to. 

This year, at Wood Lane, she would be going into Year Six. Year Six! Top of the 
school! Her final year at the place where she had been for her whole education so far. 
How could it be that in exactly one year’s time she would have a different uniform 
laid out on her chest of drawers ready for the morning? How would that feel?

She did not need to think too much about that now. It was time to sleep. Time to drift 
off into dreams of ruling the school with Sammi and Farah and teasing Caleb Howder
at playtime. Time to avoid thinking too much about getting up early and trying not to 
talk too much during lessons with Miss. Collins, her new teacher this year. Time to... 
forget... about... the things which...

Ella wanted to make sure she got an early night too. There would be so many new 
people to meet tomorrow; so many faces and names to remember! Her mother always 
said that an early night made your brain sharper, so she was going to follow that 
advice. A long, relaxing night’s sleep would also make sure she did not look like a 
grumpy mess the next morning!

Her brain, however, had other plans. She just lay there, wide awake, for what seemed 
like hours. Thoughts and concerns and high-definition, anxiety-ridden scenarios 
whined their way into her mind like mental mosquitoes, and it was all she could do to 
try and swat a few of them away. 
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Would the children in her class like her? She knew she should not worry too much 
about that, but everybody wants to be liked when they join a new school.

Would the teachers and dinner ladies and teaching assistants help her out? She was 
painfully aware that there would be a lot of faces and places she would not know.

Would she forget something or make a fool of herself? Anything would be preferable 
to dying of embarrassment on her first day!

As the thoughts whirred and buzzed and her eyes stayed obstinately alert, Ella just lay 
there and tried to calm down. Just relaaaaax. Just breeeeaathe. 

Grace woke bright and early. Whether it was her mind worrying that she would be 
late on the first day back, or her heart pumping excitement around her body, she did 
not know. All she knew was that it was time to get ready!

Uniform: on. Hair: brushed. Breakfast: inhaled. Once her teeth were cleaned (or at 
least, shown a toothbrush), she managed a final check of her bag before she was out 
of the door in record time! Year Six! Ruling the school! 

She met Sammi at the end of the road. As a special year six treat, they had been 
allowed to walk without their parents. The first sign that they were all grown up! 
When they walked over the railway bridge, heads held high, they caught sight of 
Farah waiting by the traffic lights.

Three queens of the playground, they strode through the school gates, smiling at the 
year threes, fours and fives who were running around like wild things. So immature.

Ella had arrived early. She had eventually fallen asleep, but she might as well not 
have for all the good it felt like it had done. She was so very tired. This was not how 
she had planned this morning to start at all. However, she was in now, and had made 
it to her new classroom with plenty of time to spare. Everything was ready. Was she? 
The children in her class began to filter in from the playground to join her.

Grace looked around for new faces as she and her entourage swept into the 
classroom. They took their seats at the middle table. Not too close (too geeky) or too 
far back (too obviously the place for troublemakers). It was time for the register. 
Grace settled in and waited for her name.

It was time for the register. Ella’s new life at a new school was about to officially 
begin. She took a deep breath.

‘Good morning everyone. I’m Miss. Collins, your new teacher. This is my very first day 
at Wood Lane Primary School. Welcome to class 6C. Welcome to Year Six!’
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1. Explain the word ‘flitting’.  

 
 
2. What does it mean to be ‘Not too far away geographically’? How else might someone be ‘far 

away’? 

 
3. Find the sentence where Grace falls asleep and identify one way the author conveys that that 

is what is happening. 

 

4. What does the use of the phrase ‘high-definition’ tell you about Ella’s thoughts and how 

sleepy/awake she is?  

 
5.  ‘Thoughts and concerns and high-definition, anxiety-ridden scenarios whined their way into 

her mind like mental mosquitoes, and it was all she could do to try and swat a few of them 

away.’ Explain what is happening in this sentence, and evaluate its language paying particular 

attention to the simile. 

  

 
6.  What is the effect of stretching out the words ‘relaaaaax’ and ‘breeeeaathe’? 

  
 

7. What is the effect of the author describing Grace’s morning routine in the form of a 

checklist? 

  
  

8. What does it tell you when the author writes that Grace ‘inhaled’ her breakfast? 

 
9. What does the fact that the girls walk ‘heads held high’ tell you about how they are feeling? 

     

 

 
10. What do the italics in the sentence ‘So immature’ tell you about the image the girls are 

trying to portray to the world?  
 
 

11. Find two words used instead of ‘walked’ which show that Grace and her friends are 

confident.  
    
 

12.  The story switches between two characters who are moving towards the situation at the 

same moment. What is the effect of those ‘switches’ becoming quicker towards the end of the 

story? 

 
13.  Did you see the twist coming at the end? Why or why not? Did you like it?  

 
14.  Now that you have read the whole story, explain why the title is a good choice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1. Explain the word ‘flitting’.  
It means ‘moving swiftly and lightly’. 

 
 
2. What does it mean to be ‘Not too far away geographically’? How else might someone be ‘far 

away’? 

 It means to be not too far away in actual physical distance. One might be distant in 
experience (as mentioned in the text) or any number of other ways such as emotionally, 
spiritually, in opinion etc. 
 
 

3. Find the sentence where Grace falls asleep and identify one way the author conveys that that 

is what is happening. 

 ‘Time to... forget... about... the things which... ‘The fragmented nature sentence; the 
use of ellipses; the seemingly random number of words in each fragment of the 
sentence; the fact that the sentence ends before it is properly complete. 

 

 

4. What does the use of the phrase ‘high-definition’ tell you about Ella’s thoughts and how 

sleepy/awake she is?  

It shows that they were very clear in her mind, which in turn shows that she was very 
awake. 

 
5.  ‘Thoughts and concerns and high-definition, anxiety-ridden scenarios whined their way into 

her mind like mental mosquitoes, and it was all she could do to try and swat a few of them 

away.’ Explain what is happening in this sentence, and evaluate its language paying particular 

attention to the simile. 

 Ella is having a lot of worrying thoughts come into her head and she is only able to get 
rid of a few of them. The evaluation of the language is a personal opinion but an opinion 
on the simile must be included. 

 
6.  What is the effect of stretching out the words ‘relaaaaax’ and ‘breeeeaathe’? 

 It creates a sense that the reader is sharing in the attempts to relax and slow down, as the 

actual words are slower and longer to read. 

 
 

7. What is the effect of the author describing Grace’s morning routine in the form of a 

checklist? 

 It creates a sense of speed and efficiency in a reader’s mind, conveying Grace’s 
eagerness to get to school. 
 

  

8. What does it tell you when the author writes that Grace ‘inhaled’ her breakfast? 
It explains that she ate her breakfast extremely quickly. 

 
9. What does the fact that the girls walk ‘heads held high’ tell you about how they are feeling? 

    They are confident and proud. 

 

 
10. What do the italics in the sentence ‘So immature’ tell you about the image the girls are 

trying to portray to the world?  
They are trying to appear very mature and older, much more so than the children in 
younger years. 
 



11. Find two words used instead of ‘walked’ which show that Grace and her friends are 

confident.  
   ‘Strode’ and ‘swept’ 
 

12.  The story switches between two characters who are moving towards the situation at the 

same moment. What is the effect of those ‘switches’ becoming quicker towards the end of the 

story? 

 It builds suspense and indicates that something is about to happen; that the two stories 
are becoming more closely knitted together. 

 
13.  Did you see the twist coming at the end? Why or why not? Did you like it?  

All personal answers. 
 

14.  Now that you have read the whole story, explain why the title is a good choice. 

 The phrase ‘two sides of a coin’ is used to describe two things which are very closely 
related despite seeming different. The story is about two very different characters in a 
school setting (a teacher and a pupil) who nevertheless have very similar experiences 
and emotions when moving towards the same event (a first day back after Summer 
holidays). 

 

  
 

  
 



Two Sides of a Coin – Challenge Activity
Section A

Write the adjectives under the correct headings.

Section B

Choose the word with the closest meaning.

The word obstinately means… The word strode means…

Tick one Tick one

loudly strutted

furiously paced 

stubbornly wandered

The word flitting means… The word entourage means…

Tick one Tick one

swirling enemies

darting acquaintances 

rolling followers 

nervous excited confident

poised uneasy worried enthusiastic anxious tense

proud eager happy thrilled secure assured
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Section C

Which character experienced the following?

Section D

How does each character feel at the beginning of the story? Do these feelings change 
by the end of the story? 

Thinking about the upcoming school year, which character do you feel you relate to? 
Why?

Ella Grace

A long, relaxing night’s sleep would also make sure she 
did not look like a grumpy mess the next morning!

In one year’s time, a different uniform would be laid 
out on her chest of drawers ready for the morning.

Her mind raced from hopes to fears and back again.

She lay there, wide awake, for what seemed like hours.

She woke bright and early, her heart pumping 
excitement around her body.

She swept into the classroom and took her seat.
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Two Sides of a Coin – Challenge Activity
Section A

Write the adjectives under the correct headings.

Section B

Choose the word with the closest meaning.

The word obstinately means… The word strode means…

Tick one Tick one

loudly strutted ✓

furiously paced 

stubbornly ✓ wandered

The word flitting means… The word entourage means…

Tick one Tick one

swirling enemies

darting ✓ acquaintances 

rolling followers ✓

nervous excited confident

anxious eager poised

worried happy assured

tense enthusiastic proud

uneasy thrilled secure

poised uneasy worried enthusiastic anxious tense

proud eager happy thrilled secure assured
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Section C

Which character experienced the following?

Section D

How does each character feel at the beginning of the story? Do these feelings change 
by the end of the story? 

Thinking about the upcoming school year, which character do you feel you relate to? 
Why?

Answers will vary. Example: The night before school, Ella is too nervous to sleep, 
worried her class won’t like her or she’ll embarrass herself in front of them. 
Despite being tired, she seems prepared and cheerful when she greets them the 
next morning. Before going to sleep, Grace is already dreading the end of the 
year, but is also excited to ‘rule the school’ with her ‘entourage’. She seems to feel 
superior and more confident than her teacher on the first day of school.

Answers will vary.

Ella Grace

A long, relaxing night’s sleep would also make sure she 
did not look like a grumpy mess the next morning! ✓

In one year’s time, a different uniform would be laid 
out on her chest of drawers ready for the morning. ✓

Her mind raced from hopes to fears and back again. ✓

She lay there, wide awake, for what seemed like hours. ✓

She woke bright and early, her heart pumping 
excitement around her body. ✓

She swept into the classroom and took her seat. ✓
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Women At War

The 11th of November is Remembrance Day. A day when Great Britain and other Commonwealth
countries stop to give two minutes silence to the heroes from the wars that have taken place across 
the lands. We often think about what it must be like to have been a soldier, to experience the 
fighting and be away from home for such a long time. There are other heroes though that are often 
forgotten about. These heroes are the women that were left behind in World War One (WWI).

Back in time, before WWI, soldiers were men. Women were not permitted to become soldiers or to 
join the army. In fact, there were only a few types of jobs that women could have: in the textiles
industry, servants for upper-class families or secretaries. Now, women can do any job they would 
like and have children even though they work and live full lives. This was not the case pre-1914.

Although women were not on the frontline in foreign countries fighting as soldiers, they were still 
very important to the war effort in WWI. Having sent off the men from their family, women were at 
a loss as to what they could do to help. 

What jobs did they do?
Women filled the jobs that the men had to leave behind in 
order to go to war. They were enlisted as the first female police 
officers during WWI. The Women’s Patrol (as they were named) 
would monitor train stations and other public places as well as 
inspect women who were working in the ammunitions factories 
to ensure nothing was taken in that could cause an explosion. 
Ammunitions factories made weapons and shells for the men to 
use at the frontline. This was often dangerous work though, as 
they were using toxic materials and explosions were a very real 
threat. 

Other jobs available to women during the war were transport 
roles such as bus conductors, and drivers and carriage cleaners 
on the railways. The country needed postal workers, bankers, 
clerks, almost every job was needed to be carried out by women 
while the men were away at war.

In 1917, there was an investigation which found that many jobs 
that the men were doing near to the frontline could be done by 
women which meant more men would be freed up to fight. The 
Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) was set up which 
enlisted women to carry out jobs such as cooking and driving to 
directly support the men on the frontline. Women were 
persuaded to join with promises of good wages, places to live 
and plenty of food. 

As women who previously stayed at home to look after their 
children were now working long hours, there was a need for 
more childcare. Nurseries were set up with funds from the 
Government so that women could work and support the war 
effort. Some women had to rely on their mothers to look after 
their children whilst they were at work because they could not 
afford to send their children to nursery. 

One of the most famous jobs that women did during WWI was 
being a part of the Women’s Land Army. The women that

The first women police officers took on 
the role during WWI.

An advert persuading women to join 
the WAAC.
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Propaganda
Propaganda was released to encourage and persuade women to take up new roles to help the war 
effort. With their husbands, fathers and brothers away at war, the women were a key part to 
support the war effort back at home but some women needed encouragement as working was 
something they were not used to. Adverts were persuasive to encourage the uptake of important
jobs. Great Britain would not be able to survive without women replacing the men in the work that 
they did. 

What happened after WWI?
At the end of the war things mostly went back to how it was before. Women were paid less in the 
same roles as the men carried out. There was a worry that employers might keep the women on as 
they were cheaper to pay, however this was not the case. Many women lost their new jobs as the 
men came back from war to take their old jobs up again. There was also no need for ammunitions 
anymore so many of those factories shut down leaving the women who worked at them without a 
job. 

Although most women went back to their usual daily lives at home – caring for the children and 
looking after the house – WWI did many positive things for women and women’s rights. It showed 
the world that women could do the same jobs as men and were good at it too! It was the beginning 
of a time of change for women in the United Kingdom despite the initial uncertainty both men and 
women felt about women going to work.

worked on the land were known as ‘Land Girls’ and typically
took up the role of farmers. This was a really important role as 
the country were on rations of food. Imported food could not be 
brought in to the country and therefore it was vital that farms 
continued producing food. With the fit and healthy men away at 
war, the only people left were the women to keep the vital
resource going. By the end of 1917, there were around 260,000 
women working as farm labourers. 

Persuasive posters were used to recruit women to work as 
farmers to keep the food supply going. Some of the male farmers 
left behind needed persuading to accept women employees too!

The Land Army uniform included trousers. Women did not wear 
trousers before the war, trousers were for men only, however in 
the work that the women would be doing, it was more practical 
for women to wear trousers than dresses and skirts if out farming 
the land.

A poster encouraging women to join 
the Land Army.
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Women At War – Follow-Up Work

1. How did the way in which the text is laid out help you find information quickly?

2. What do you think were the advantages/disadvantages of having most women 
working during the time of WWI?

3. Find evidence in the text to tell us what the general public thought about women 
working during the war.

4. Summarise the key points of the text.  

5. What is meant by the phrase “It was the beginning of a time of change for women 
in the United Kingdom”?  

6. The text is mainly factual. Give an example of an opinion in the text.  

7. What was one of the most famous roles that women took on during WWI?  
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8. What do you think women thought about having to replace the men in their jobs? 
Why do you think this?  

9. What was the most dangerous job for women to do during WWI and why was it 
dangerous?  

10. If you were a woman during WWI, what job would you have preferred to do and 
why?  

11.Now that women had jobs during WWI, was there gender equality? Why, or why 
not?  
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Women At War – Vocab 1

Write the meaning of each of these words. 
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Commonwealth

permitted

textiles

pre

enlisted

ammunitions

shells

toxic

Auxiliary

Corps

typically

vital

labourers

recruit

propaganda

initial

uncertainty



Women At War – Vocab 2

Task A

Circle the correct antonym for the word.

Task B

For each of the words below, write a sentence using the antonym chosen above. 
Underline the antonym that you used in each sentence. 

permitted

initial

toxic

typically

permitted 

allowed accepted forbidden

initial 

final early original

toxic

lethal harmless poisonous

typically

predictable usually unusually
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Women At War – SPAG

Here is a quotation from the text. 

Propaganda was released …  to help the war effort.

Why is an ellipsis used in this quotation?

Write a complex sentence about the text using after as a subordinating conjunction.

Rewrite the sentence below adding in a subordinate clause to make it a multi-clause 
sentence. Remember to use the correct punctuation. 
Women had to work.

Put a tick in each row to show the type of noun underlined in each sentence. 
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Sentence abstract collective common proper

Sally worked as a bus 
conductor.

The crowd of women were called 
‘Land Girls’.

The young woman worked as a 
clerk in the bank.

The woman showed courage
when starting her new job as a 
police officer.
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Women At War – Oral Teacher Questions

1. How did the way in which the text is laid out help you find information quickly? Various 
answers to include subheadings, illustrations, short factual sentences.

2. What do you think were the advantages/disadvantages of having most women working during 
the time of WWI? Various answers, must be justified.

3. Find evidence in the text to tell us what the general public thought about women working 
during the war.  At first people found it hard to accept: “Some of the male farmers left behind 
needed persuading to accept women employees too!”, “…despite the initial uncertainty both men 
and women felt about women going to work.”

4. Summarise the key points of the text.  Men were away at war, women were recruited to step up 
and fill the various roles needed for the country to run and to support the war effort. Women 
had to juggle childcare and running a home with working long hours too. When the war ended, 
women went back to their daily lives and men took their jobs back. 

5. What is meant by the phrase “It was the beginning of a time of change for women in the United 
Kingdom”? That things were about to change after women had showed the country that they 
do ‘men’s work’ just as well or even better. 

6. The text is mainly factual. Give an example of an opinion in the text.  Many examples can be 
found in the text, including, “These heroes are the women that were left behind in World War 
One (WWI).”

7. What was one of the most famous roles that women took on during WWI?  Being part of the 
Land Army. 

8. What do you think women thought about having to replace the men in their jobs? Why do you 
think this?  Some may have been pleased, some not. Some women may be nervous about having 
to go to work for the first time, others would have been excited. The women felt they had a 
duty to help the soldiers who were fighting abroad. 

9. What was the most dangerous job for women to do during WWI and why was it dangerous?  
Working in the ammunitions factory; it was well paid but dangerous, there was a risk of 
explosions and the women had to work with toxic materials. 

10. If you were a woman during WWI, what job would you have preferred to do and why?  
Personal response. The answer must be justified.

11. Now that women had jobs during WWI, was there gender equality? Why, or why not?  No 
because they were not paid the same amount of money when the men came back home after the 
war. Many males were not happy about having women come and work for them. 
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Women At War – Vocab 1

Write the meaning of each of these words. 
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Commonwealth
a group of countries across the world that were part of the British 
Empire

permitted allowed

textiles to do with fabrics and clothing 

pre previous to or before

enlisted to be enrolled in something 

ammunitions a supply of bullets and shells

shells an explosive material or bomb 

toxic harmful

Auxiliary assistant or helper 

Corps a unit or sub-division of the army

typically usually or normally 

vital important

labourers people that do unskilled manual work 

recruit enlist, enrol or persuade someone to take up a role or job 

propaganda
information used to persuade people to think or do something in 
particular 

initial original, first 

uncertainty uncertain, doubt something, unsure



Women At War – Vocab 2

Task A

Circle the correct antonym for the word.

Task B

For each of the words below, write a sentence using the antonym chosen above. 
Underline the antonym that you used in each sentence. 

permitted

initial

toxic

typically

permitted 

allowed accepted forbidden

initial 

final early original

toxic

lethal harmless poisonous

typically

predictable usually unusually
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A sentence containing the word forbidden.

A sentence containing the word final.

A sentence containing the word harmless.

A sentence containing the word unusually.



Women At War – SPAG

Here is a quotation from the text. 

Propaganda was released …  to help the war effort.

Why is an ellipsis used in this quotation?

Write a complex sentence about the text using after as a subordinating conjunction.

Rewrite the sentence below adding in a subordinate clause to make it a multi-clause 
sentence. Remember to use the correct punctuation. 
Women had to work.

Put a tick in each row to show the type of noun underlined in each sentence. 
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Sentence abstract collective common proper

Sally worked as a bus 
conductor. ✓

The crowd of women were called 
‘Land Girls’. ✓

The young woman worked as a 
clerk in the bank. ✓

The woman showed courage
when starting her new job as a 
police officer.

✓
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e.g. Many women started their first jobs after all the men had to go to war.

e.g. Throughout the war, women had to work.



Visit the Lost Cities of Ancient Maya

Visit the Ancient Maya 

Excavations of the Mexican and Guatemalan jungle 
have revealed the intriguing remains of the lost 
cities of Ancient Maya which seemed to be 
abandoned at the height of their power. The 
mysterious ruins left behind by the Ancient Maya 
civilisation are amongst the most fascinating 
historical sites to be found on Earth. A visit to one 
of these mystical sites offers lots for both the 
history expert and the interested sightseer alike. 
So, why not plan that special trip? Use our travel 
guide to help you decide which of these amazing 
places you should visit first.

Chichen Itza

The most popular and well-known of all Maya sites is 
Chichen Itza. Dating from the 6th Century, this UNESCO 
World Heritage Site is located in the depths of the Yucatan 
Peninsula in Southern Mexico. It has recently been named 
one of the New Seven Wonders of the World and is one of 
Mexico's most famous tourist destinations. This may be 
because the site is just a two-hour bus ride from the 
popular tourist resort of Cancun and can receive over one 
million visitors per year.

Palenque

If you want to avoid the busy Chichen Itza, then why not try the breath-taking jungle ruins of 
Palenque. This is one of the best examples of Ancient Maya architecture in Mexico. The 
picturesque and atmospheric site is located in the area now known as Chiapas, Mexico, which 
is128 kilometres south of Ciudad del Carmen. It is a much smaller site than Chichen Itza, but has 
some of the finest Maya sculptures and carvings that have ever been discovered. The site was 
swallowed by the surrounding jungle, but was excavated and restored, so it has now become a 
world-famous archaeological site. It is said that less than 10% of the total area of the city has 
actually been uncovered, which means there are more than 1000 structures still hidden.
The most famous structure in Palenque is the Temple of Inscriptions which is so called due to the 
many symbols found preserved in the temple’s structure.

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2017

classroomsecrets.com
Visit the Lost Cities of Ancient Maya – Y6/P7/G5 – Text

Like this? Find more
differentiated Mayan 

resources here.

Chichen Itza is actually comprised of many buildings, including the El Caracol observatory 
temple, the Great Ball Court and the Temple of the Warriors. However, the most recognisable 
structure is the huge stepped pyramid which is known as El Castillo or ‘the castle’. This 
dominates the northern skyline and is approximately 30 metres high and 55 metres wide!
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Tikal

Tikal is one of the most interesting and 
important Ancient Maya sites to visit. It 
is located in the far north of Guatemala, 
300 kilometres north of Guatemala City.
It was once a bustling city, home to over 
60,000 inhabitants and became one of 
the most powerful kingdoms in Ancient 
Maya.

Despite being much quieter than both Chichen Itza and Palenque, it is still visited by many 
visitors throughout the year. It is also a smaller site than other more popular destinations, but 
Tikal has some of the finest sculptures and carvings that have ever been discovered. 
The site features many temples and pyramid structures, including the famous Lost World 
Pyramid. The current site covers over 16 square kilometres of land, with almost 3000 structures 
present there. However, it is estimated that only a small percentage of the site has been 
excavated, even after years of archaeological digging.
Like Palenque, Tikal is surrounded by dense jungle, including trees such as the Giant Kapok 
Tree. The money raised by visits to the site help to protect the local rainforest.

Naachtun

Another authentic Ancient Maya site to be found in the far northern region of Guatemala is 
Naachtun, which is just 1 kilometre south of the Mexican border. Discovered in 1922 by an 
archaeologist called Morley, Naachtun is known as the ‘Forgotten Mayan City’, and it remains 
one of the most remote and least-visited sites in the area.
It was located at the centre of a very powerful kingdom, between two huge Maya cities: Tikal 
and Calakmul. This meant that it held a strategic position and was often vulnerable during 
wartime. The site was influenced by both sides which can be seen in the architecture within the 
area.

Making your Visit

Tickets will need to be purchased prior to making a visit 
to any of these sites, as well as transport arrangements. 
The climate is hot, humid and sunny in these areas and 
so you will need to dress lightly. Remember, you will be 
climbing up many steep steps and monuments, so make 
sure you wear comfortable footwear. In some locations 
shade can be found due to the canopy provided by the 
trees, but not always.
Last of all, don’t forget to pack your camera as you will 
want to take lots of photographs!
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Visit the Lost Cities of Ancient Maya – Comprehension

Section A
1. How do the pictures help the reader?  

2. In which countries can you find many of the Ancient Maya sites?  

3. The text refers to 'intriguing remains'. What does the word 'intriguing' mean in this 
context?  

4. Which is the most popular and well-known of the Ancient Maya Sites?  

5. From reading the section ‘Chichen Itza’, give three reasons why you think it has so 
many visitors.  

6. Why does Naachtun feature in many different architecture styles?  

7. What is the climate in these locations?  
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Section B
8. Why do you think the title refers to the 'Lost Cities of Ancient Maya?

9. Summarise the main ideas in the first section 'Visit the Ancient Maya'.

10. What is the purpose of this travel guide?

11. The text describes Palengue as ‘atmospheric’. What does this word mean in this
context?

12. Make a list of the reasons why a visitor may choose Tikal as a place to visit.

13. Which words and phrases does the writer use to make the reader believe Ancient
Maya sites are worth visiting?
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Section C
14. The Palenque jungle ruins are describes as ‘breath-taking’. How does this word
help to create a picture in the reader’s mind?

15. Create a list of questions which will help your understanding of Ancient Maya.

16. Which of the four sites mentioned would you like to make a visit to and why?

17. What is the purpose of the final section 'Making Your Visit‘?

18. Find three examples of facts from the text.

19. Find three examples of opinions from the text.

20. Why do you think that the writer suggests you will want to take lots of
photographs?
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Section D
21. What does the word civilisation mean in this context?

22. Who would you recommend this text to and why?

23. Naachtum is described as holding a 'strategic position'. Explain what this means

24. Do you think this is an effective travel guide? Explain your answer.

25. Which words and phrases, in regards to the Ancient Maya, capture your interest
and imagination?

26. How does a travel guide like this compare to an information text?

27. Do you think the text is mostly fact or opinion? Explain your answer.
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Visit the Lost Cities of Ancient Maya – Challenge Activity
Section A

Match each word from the text to its meaning.

Section B

Tick the correct answer.

Chichen Itza dates as far back as what century?

How much of Palenque is estimated to have been uncovered?

What site has recently been named one of the New Seven Wonders of the World?

How much land does the current site at Tikal cover?

Naachtun’s strategic position meant it was what during wartime?

3rd century 4th century 5th century 6th century

>10% 10% <10% 100%

Palenque Chichen Itza Tikal Naachtun

15km² 16km² >16km² >16km

powerful vulnerable imposing concealed

1. excavate a. a person or animal that lives in or occupies a place

2. intriguing
b. the uppermost layer of a forest; something that hangs over
and shades something else

3. el castillo
c. something fascinating that provokes one’s curiosity or
interest

4. inscriptions d. susceptible to physical or emotional attack or harm

5. inhabitants e. the castle

6. remote f. words engraved or etched, as on a monument or book

7. vulnerable
g. remove earth carefully from an area in order to find buried
remains

8. canopy h. a place situated far from the main centres of a population
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Visit the Lost Cities of Ancient Maya – Challenge Activity
Section C

Decide whether the following statements are true or false. Correct the false statements 
below.

Section D

Fill in the table with information from the text.

Statement True False

Trees such as the Giant Kapok Tree can be found surrounding 
some Ancient Mayan sites in Guatemala and Mexico.

Chichen Itza is a popular destination because it is relatively 
unknown and is usually quiet for tourists.

Archaeologists have discovered thousands of structures since fully 
uncovering Palenque.

Naachtun held a strategic position because it was located 
between Tikal and Calakmul; two huge Maya cities.

Ancient Maya sites are free for the public to view, and most are 
easy for the public to access by foot.

Country
Archaeological 

Features
Interesting fact

Chichen Itza

Palenque

Tikal

Naachtun
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Visit the Lost Cities of Ancient Maya

Visit the Ancient Maya 

Excavations of the Mexican and Guatemalan jungle 
have revealed the intriguing remains of the lost cities 
of Ancient Maya which seemed to be abandoned at 
the height of their power. The mysterious ruins left 
behind by the Ancient Maya civilisation are amongst 
the most fascinating historical sites to be found on 
Earth. A visit to one of these mystical sites offers lots 
for both the history expert and the interested 
sightseer alike. So, why not plan that special trip? 
Use our travel guide to help you decide which of 
these amazing places you should visit first.

(Q8) Why do you think the title refers to the ‘Lost Cities of Ancient Maya’?  Many of these sites 
have recently been discovered; there is still much more to discover in these areas; the areas are 
hidden and well preserved.

(Q1) How do the pictures help the reader?  They show the reader what each site looks like and helps 
them to make a decision on which one to visit.

(Q2) In which countries can you find many of the Ancient Maya sites?  Mexico and Guatemala

(Q3) The text refers to ‘intriguing remains’. What does the word ‘intriguing’ mean in this context? 
Something which is interesting or unusual which makes people curious.

(Q21) What does the word civilisation mean in this context?  A group of people or human society 
which have their own culture.

(Q9) Summarise the main ideas in the first section ‘Visit the Ancient Maya’.  The Ancient Maya have 
many interesting sites, which can be found in Mexico and Guatemala and are great places to visit. 

(Q10) What is the purpose of this travel guide?  To inform readers about potential Maya sites they 
could make a visit to on their holidays.

(Q22) Who would you recommend this text to and why?  A holiday maker who is intending on 
making a visit to Mexico, or someone who is interested in the Ancient Maya Civilisation.
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(Q12) Make a list of the reasons why a visitor may choose Tikal as a place to visit.  It was 
once a huge city; it is quieter than Chichen Itza and Palenque; it has the first sculptures and 
carvings ever discovered.

(Q6) Why does Naachtun feature in many different architecture styles?  It was influenced by 
two huge Maya cities: Tikal and Calakmul.

(Q23) Naachtum is described as holding a 'strategic position'. Explain what this means.  It 
held an important position between two large cities and both wanted to claim it for their own.

Naachtun

Another authentic Ancient Maya site to be found in the far northern region of Guatemala is 
Naachtun, which is just 1 kilometre south of the Mexican border. Discovered in 1922 by an 
archaeologist called Morley, Naachtun is known as the ‘Forgotten Mayan City’, and it remains 
one of the most remote and least-visited sites in the area.
It was located at the centre of a very powerful kingdom, between two huge Maya cities: Tikal 
and Calakmul. This meant that it held a strategic position and was often vulnerable during 
wartime. The site was influenced by both sides which can be seen in the architecture within the 
area.
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Tikal

Tikal is one of the most interesting and 
important Ancient Maya sites to visit. It 
is located in the far north of Guatemala, 
300 kilometres north of Guatemala City.
It was once a bustling city, home to over 
60,000 inhabitants and became one of 
the most powerful kingdoms in Ancient 
Maya.

Despite being much quieter than both Chichen Itza and Palenque, it is still visited by many 
visitors throughout the year. It is also a smaller site than other more popular destinations, but 
Tikal has some of the finest sculptures and carvings that have ever been discovered. 
The site features many temples and pyramid structures, including the famous Lost World 
Pyramid. The current site covers over 16 square kilometres of land, with almost 3000 structures 
present there. However, it is estimated that only a small percentage of the site has been 
excavated, even after years of archaeological digging.
Like Palenque, Tikal is surrounded by dense jungle, including trees such as the Giant Kapok 
Tree. The money raised by visits to the site help to protect the local rainforest.
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Q4) Which is the most popular and well-known of the Ancient Maya Sites?  Chichen Itza

Q5) From reading the section ‘Chichen Itza’, give three reasons why you think it has so many 
visitors.  It is the most well-known, it is a UNESCO World Heritage Site; it was named as one of 
the New Seven Wonders of the World; it is near to the tourist resort of Cancun.

Q11) The text describes Palenque as ‘atmospheric’. What does this word mean in this context?  
Having a certain feeling or ‘atmosphere,’ in this case mysterious.

Q14) The Palenque jungle ruins are described as ‘breath-taking’. How does this word help to 
create a picture in the reader’s mind?  It makes the reader feel it is a beautiful place which will 
literally take their breath away.

Palenque

If you want to avoid the busy Chichen Itza, then why not try the breath-taking jungle ruins of 
Palenque. This is one of the best examples of Ancient Maya architecture in Mexico. The 
picturesque and atmospheric site is located in the area now known as Chiapas, Mexico, which 
is128 kilometres south of Ciudad del Carmen. It is a much smaller site than Chichen Itza, but has 
some of the finest Maya sculptures and carvings that have ever been discovered. The site was 
swallowed by the surrounding jungle, but was excavated and restored, so it has now become a 
world-famous archaeological site. It is said that less than 10% of the total area of the city has 
actually been uncovered, which means there are more than 1000 structures still hidden.
The most famous structure in Palenque is the Temple of Inscriptions which is so called due to the 
many symbols found preserved in the temple’s structure.
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Chichen Itza

The most popular and well-known of all Maya sites is 
Chichen Itza. Dating from the 6th Century, this UNESCO 
World Heritage Site is located in the depths of the Yucatan 
Peninsula in Southern Mexico. It has recently been named 
one of the New Seven Wonders of the World and is one of 
Mexico's most famous tourist destinations. This may be 
because the site is just a two-hour bus ride from the 
popular tourist resort of Cancun and can receive over one 
million visitors per year.

Chichen Itza is actually comprised of many buildings, including the El Caracol observatory 
temple, the Great Ball Court and the Temple of the Warriors. However, the most recognisable 
structure is the huge stepped pyramid which is known as El Castillo or ‘the castle’. This 
dominates the northern skyline and is approximately 30 metres high and 55 metres wide!
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Q7) What is the climate in these locations?  Hot, humid and sunny.

Q13) Which words and phrases does the writer use to make the reader believe Ancient Maya 
sites are worth visiting?  Intriguing, mysterious ruins; most fascinating historical sites; amazing 
places; famous tourist destination; breath-taking jungle ruins.

Q15) Create a list of questions which will help your understanding of Ancient Maya.  Personal 
response.

Q16) Which of the four sites mentioned would you like to make a visit to and why? Personal 
response. Answers must make reference to the text.

Q17) What is the purpose of the final section 'Making Your Visit‘?  To inform people of what they 
need to bring with them and prepare before they make their visit.

Q18) Find three examples of facts from the text.  Personal response

Q19) Find three examples of opinions from the text.  Personal response

Q20) Why do you think that the writer suggests you will want to take lots of photographs?  The 
experience will be a once in a lifetime and you will want to keep memories of your visit.

Q24) Do you think this is an effective travel guide? Explain your answer.  Personal response. 
Answers must refer to the text.

Q25) Which words and phrases, in regards to the Ancient Maya, capture your interest and 
imagination? Personal response. Answers must refer to the text.

Q26) How does a travel guide like this compare to an information text?  A travel guide aims to 
persuade the reader to visit a place, whereas an information text simply aims to inform.

Q27) Do you think the text is mostly fact or opinion? Explain your answer. Personal response. 
Answers must make reference to the text.
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Making your Visit

Tickets will need to be purchased prior to making a visit 
to any of these sites, as well as transport arrangements. 
The climate is hot, humid and sunny in these areas and 
so you will need to dress lightly. Remember, you will be 
climbing up many steep steps and monuments, so make 
sure you wear comfortable footwear. In some locations 
shade can be found due to the canopy provided by the 
trees, but not always.
Last of all, don’t forget to pack your camera as you will 
want to take lots of photographs!
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Visit the Lost Cities of Ancient Maya – Challenge Activity
Section A

Match each word from the text to its meaning.

Section B

Tick the correct answer.

Chichen Itza dates as far back as what century?

How much of Palenque is estimated to have been uncovered?

What site has recently been named one of the New Seven Wonders of the World?

How much land does the current site at Tikal cover?

Naachtun’s strategic position meant it was what during wartime?

3rd century 4th century 5th century 6th century ✓

>10% 10% <10% ✓ 100%

Palenque Chichen Itza ✓ Tikal Naachtun

15km² 16km² >16km² ✓ >16km

powerful vulnerable ✓ imposing concealed

1. excavate a. a person or animal that lives in or occupies a place

2. intriguing
b. the uppermost layer of a forest; something that hangs over
and shades something else

3. el castillo
c. something fascinating that provokes one’s curiosity or
interest

4. inscriptions d. susceptible to physical or emotional attack or harm

5. inhabitants e. the castle

6. remote f. words engraved or etched, as on a monument or book

7. vulnerable
g. remove earth carefully from an area in order to find buried
remains

8. canopy h. a place situated far from the main centres of a population

1g 2c 3e 4f 5a 6h 7d 8b
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Visit the Lost Cities of Ancient Maya – Challenge Activity
Section C

Decide whether the following statements are true or false. Correct the false statements 
below.

Section D

Fill in the table with information from the text.

Statement True False

Trees such as the Giant Kapok Tree can be found surrounding 
some Ancient Mayan sites in Guatemala and Mexico. ✓

Chichen Itza is a popular destination because it is relatively 
unknown and is usually quiet for tourists. ✓

Archaeologists have discovered thousands of structures since fully 
uncovering Palenque. ✓

Naachtun held a strategic position because it was located 
between Tikal and Calakmul; two huge Maya cities. ✓

Ancient Maya sites are free for the public to view, and most are 
easy for the public to access by foot. ✓

Chichen Itza is one of Mexico’s most famous tourist destinations and can receive 
over one million visitors per year.
It is said that less than 10% of Palenque has been uncovered and more than 1000 
structures are still hidden.
Tickets are required to visit Ancient Maya sites, and many require long hikes up 
steep steps.

Country
Archaeological 

Features
Interesting fact

(Answers may vary)

Chichen Itza Mexico Several buildings
UNESCO World 

Heritage Site

Palenque Mexico
Sculptures and 

carvings
Less than 10% has 

been uncovered

Tikal Guatemala
Temples, sculptures, 

carvings
Surrounded by 
dense jungle

Naachtun Guatemala
Forgotten Mayan 

City
Held a strategic 

position 

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2017
classroomsecrets.com

Visit the Lost Cities of Ancient Maya – Y6/P7/G5 – Challenge Activity  ANSWERS

Like this? Find more
differentiated Mayan 

resources here.

http://www.classroomsecrets.co.uk/tag/mayan


?
By 

The Anonymous 
Teacher

The Secret Life Of A Teacher

Recent blogs:

We’re all going on 
a summer holiday!

Reports, reports, 
reports!

Sports Day: The 
intensity of eggs 

and spoons.

My classroom’s an 
oven...

I don’t crunch data; 
data crunches me...

That old feeling...
3rd September 2019

It’s crept up on me, just as it does at the end of every 
holiday. It builds so slowly that I barely notice it at first. It 
must have been about Wednesday last week that I first 
registered that it was coming for me again. That strange, 
not-quite-melancholy, not-quite-anxiety that I call ‘The 
School Blues’. It’s at its peak tonight.

Please don’t hear me wrong. I love my job. Of course there 
are parts of it which irritate me or tire me out (as there are 
in every job), but I get to work day-in and day-out with 
remarkable, wonderful, bright-eyed, hope-filled children, 
which is an amazing privilege. I’m very much looking 
forward to getting back to work.

But I can’t help getting ‘The School Blues’. I can remember 
getting them from the year I started school – no, you can’t 
know what year that was! I will, however, say that it feels 
such a long time ago now! Whenever we had half-term, or 
Christmas, or Easter, or Summer, those last few days of a 
holiday would fill with the odd realisation that it was all 
coming to an end. Like the first clouds in a sunny sky, they 
let me know that change was coming! 

School Report

School life as seen 
through the eyes 
of a teacher...
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These children 
make your heart 

melt...

The moment it 
‘clicks’: why I love 
teaching children.

‘How to carry 
photocopy paper’ 
and other INSET 

gems.

I just want to help 
them learn...

New assessment 
system; getting my 

head around it.

The best spelling 
mistake ever!

They disappear the minute I’m actually back at work. 
They’re not something which hangs over me; as I said, I 
love my job. They’ve just become a part of school life. 
They’re just there. 

So as I sit here on a lovely Sunday evening, hurriedly 
typing this to you all as a break at the end of a long day 
spent preparing for tomorrow, I’m aware of my School 
Blues. However, the moment I’m in with the staff 
tomorrow, they’ll vanish, not to be thought of again until 
they creep back out at the end of next half-term.

Mentioning the staff reminds me; it will be so fun to see 
everyone again! I do love an INSET day, especially on the 
first day of a new year. As any of you readers who work in 
a school will know, it’s one of the busiest days of the year, 
but it is also a great chance to see everyone and ease back 
into school life. A bit like going into a swimming pool by 
the steps, rather than diving in at the deep end.

I wonder if the children know that we don’t get the extra 
day off like they do? Do they think about how much work 
goes into making their new classrooms perfect for their 
arrival? Or are they oblivious?

I’ve already been preparing some things over this past 
week. The holidays are the only real chance I get to catch 
up or actually spend the time I would always like to spend 
thinking of great lesson ideas, amazing displays, or how to 
help a particular child learn something they’re stuck on. 
Once the weekly cycle of lessons kicks in, there will be so 
much marking and so many databases to fill in (oh, hip hip
hooray) that I’ll barely have time to get my head around 
what I’m doing day-to-day, let alone spend time enjoying 
creating resources and cool lesson plans.

In fact, perhaps parents who read this blog can help me 
with a little bit of research! I’ve got a few questions in my 
mind which I’d like to put to the nation’s children. If you 
feel like it, ask your children the following questions and 
post their answers in the comments!
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- When do your children think all their books get marked? 
Are they aware that their teacher probably stays up beyond 
the time they go to bed making sure every child has a 
helpful comment to read?

- Who makes their classroom displays so bright and 
beautiful?

- How long do they think making one display takes?

- I’ve always wondered about this last one. It doesn’t really 
have anything to do with going back to school but I’m 
going to include it anyway: do teachers live at school or do 
they have real lives? I ask this because if I ever bump into 
a pupil in the outside world they always look like they’ve 
seen a ghost. It’s hilarious!

As I said, please feel free to post your children’s answers in 
the comments section below! I’m sure they’ll make me 
giggle when I read them!

Right, I had better wind this up. While I’ve done my 
preparations for the children, I’ve got to lead an INSET 
session tomorrow on marking procedures. We have some 
new staff, but most of us oldies don’t get the marking 
system quite right every time! So first thing tomorrow, I’m 
giving everyone an hour’s crash course in the school’s way 
of marking books. Which means I’d better make sure I 
understand it myself!

Good luck to all of you teachers and support assistants 
who are back to work tomorrow, and to parents who will 
be passing their kids on to new teachers and new 
adventures. Let’s all remember just how precious and 
wonderful those children are. They’re the real cure for the 
School Blues!

FOLLOW --- SHARE --- COMMENT
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The Secret Life Of A Teacher

Section A

1. What does it mean that the writer is the ‘anonymous’ teacher?  

2. Explain why two different versions of the word ‘its’ (‘it’s’ and ‘its’) are used in the 
same sentence to describe the same thing.  

3. Explain the uses of ‘they’re’ and ‘there’ in the final sentence of paragraph four.  

4. Which question do you think is the most interesting? Why?  
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Section B

5. Why has the writer capitalised the words ‘School Blues’?  

6. Before you read the questions asked by the blogger, stop and come up with two 
questions you think will be asked.  

7. Explain each of the three larger words at the end of the blog.  
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Section C

8. What effect is created by the writer’s use of the ‘made-up’ words ‘not-quite-
melancholy’ and ‘not-quite-anxiety’?

9. Do you think the simile in the third paragraph is effective or not? Why?  

10. What is the effect of writing ‘creep back out’ rather than something simpler like 
‘reappear’?

11. Describe the expression and feelings of someone who might be described as 
looking ‘like they’ve seen a ghost’.
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Section D

12. What day is the 3rd September 2017? How do you know?  

13. Evaluate the effectiveness of the swimming pool simile.

14. What is the tone of the word ‘oh hip hip hooray’? How can you tell?

15. Is the blog resolved happily or unhappily? How has the writer tied the ending in 
with the main theme of the blog?  
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?
By 

The Anonymous 
Teacher

The Secret Life Of A Teacher – Teacher Version

Q1) What does it mean that the writer is the ‘anonymous’ teacher?  It means that their identity is 
a secret.

Q8) What effect is created by the writer’s use of the ‘made-up’ words ‘not-quite-melancholy’ and 
‘not-quite-anxiety’?  The author reinforces the idea that what they experience (The School Blues) 
are not easily definable or commonly known. Even by using ‘made up’ words the writer shows that 
the feeling they experience is not something one can put one’s finger on, because if one could, there 
would be a word for it in common usage.

Q5) Why has the writer capitalised the words ‘The School Blues’?  To the writer, The School Blues 
are a particular, unique thing, so require the capitalisation of a proper noun.

Q2) Explain why two different versions of the word ‘its’ (‘it’s’ and ‘its’) are used in the same 
sentence to describe the same thing.  ‘It’s’ uses an apostrophe of contraction to shorten ‘it is’. The 
second version of the word is possessive, which requires no apostrophe.

School Report

School life as seen 
through the eyes 
of a teacher...

That old feeling...
3rd September 2017

It’s crept up on me, just as it does at the end of every holiday. It 
builds so slowly that I barely notice it at first. It must have been 
about Wednesday last week that I first registered that it was 
coming for me again. That strange, not-quite-melancholy, not-
quite-anxiety that I call ‘The School Blues’. It’s at its peak tonight.
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Q9) Do you think the simile in the third paragraph is effective or not? Why?  Personal answer; must 
be explained.

Q3) Explain the uses of ‘they’re’ and ‘there’ in the final sentence of paragraph four.  ‘They’re’ is a 
contraction of ‘they are’ (‘they’ being the School Blues). ‘There’ describes where The School Blues 
are.

Q12) What day of the week is the 3rd September 2017? How do you know?  A Sunday. The blog is 
dated ‘3rd September 2017’ and the blogger writes ‘as I sit here on a lovely Sunday evening’.

Q10) What is the effect of writing ‘creep back out’ rather than something simpler like ‘reappear’? It 
emphasises the sinister or foreboding nature of The School Blues, portraying them as something 
negative which stalks the blogger. 

Please don’t hear me wrong. I love my job. Of course there are parts of 
it which irritate me or tire me out (as there are in every job), but I get 
to work day-in and day-out with remarkable, wonderful, bright-eyed, 
hope-filled children, which is an amazing privilege. I’m very much 
looking forward to getting back to work.

But I can’t help getting ‘The School Blues’. I can remember getting 
them from the year I started school – no, you can’t know what year 
that was! I will, however, say that it feels such a long time ago now! 
Whenever we had half-term, or Christmas, or Easter, or Summer, those 
last few days of a holiday would fill with the odd realisation that it 
was all coming to an end. Like the first clouds in a sunny sky, they let 
me know that change was coming! 

They disappear the minute I’m actually back at work. They’re not 
something which hangs over me; as I said, I love my job. They’ve just 
become a part of school life. They’re just there. 

So as I sit here on a lovely Sunday evening, hurriedly typing this to 
you all as a break at the end of a long day spent preparing for 
tomorrow, I’m aware of my School Blues. However, the moment I’m in 
with the staff tomorrow, they’ll vanish, not to be thought of again 
until they creep back out at the end of next half-term.

Recent blogs:

We’re all going on 
a summer holiday!

Reports, reports, 
reports!

Sports Day: The 
intensity of eggs 

and spoons.

My classroom’s an 
oven...

I don’t crunch data; 
data crunches me...

These children 
make your heart 

melt...
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Q13) Evaluate the effectiveness of the swimming pool simile.  Personal answer. Example: It works 
well because the author is using ‘The Sunday Blues’ as quite an ‘un-nerving’ feeling, perhaps making 
you apprehensive and scared – which would be a similar feeling of diving into the deep end. The 
INSET day provides the ‘walking down the steps’ option as it gives the teacher time to ease into 
their first day back at school, without the pressure of actually teaching children.

Q6) Before you read the questions asked by the blogger, stop and come up with two questions you 
think will be asked.  Personal answers which relate to the topics covered in the text are valid, 
although any taken from the paragraph beginning ‘I wonder if the children know...’ are the most 
obvious. 

Q14) What is the tone of the word ‘oh, hip hip hooray’? How can you tell?  Sarcastic or bitter etc. 
The words used are deliberately overly joyful and contrasted by the lack of exclamation mark which 
shows there is no feeling behind the statement.

Mentioning the staff reminds me; it will be so fun to see everyone 
again! I do love an INSET day, especially on the first day of a 
new year. As any of you readers who work in a school will know, 
it’s one of the busiest days of the year, but it is also a great 
chance to see everyone and ease back into school life. A bit like 
going into a swimming pool by the steps, rather than diving in 
the deep end.

I wonder if the children know that we don’t get the extra day off 
like they do? Do they think about how much work goes into 
making their new classrooms perfect for their arrival? Or are they 
oblivious?

I’ve already been preparing some things over this past week. The 
holidays are the only real chance I get to catch up or actually 
spend the time I would always like to spend thinking of great 
lesson ideas, or amazing displays, or how to help a particular 
child learn something they’re stuck on. Once the weekly cycle of 
lessons kicks in, there will be so much marking and so many 
databases to fill in (oh, hip hip hooray) that I’ll barely have time 
to get my head around what I’m doing day-to-day, let alone 
spend time enjoying creating resources and cool lesson plans.

In fact, perhaps parents who read this blog can help me with a 
little bit of research! I’ve got a few questions in my mind which 
I’d like to put to the nation’s children. If you feel like it, ask your 
children the following questions and post their answers in the 
comments!

The moment it 
‘clicks’: why I love 
teaching children.

‘How to carry 
photocopy paper’ 
and other INSET 

gems.

I just want to help 
them learn...

New assessment 
system; getting my 

head around it.

The best spelling 
mistake ever!
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Q11) Describe the expression and feelings of someone who might be described as looking ‘like 
they’ve seen a ghost’.  Wide-eyed; open-mouthed; staring. Shocked; amazed; incredulous etc.

Q4) Which question do you think is the most interesting? Why?  Personal answer; must be 
explained.

- When do your children think all their books get marked? Are
they aware that their teacher probably stays up beyond the time
they go to bed making sure every child has a helpful comment to
read?

- Who makes their classroom displays so bright and beautiful?

- How long do they think making one display takes?

- I’ve always wondered about this last one. It doesn’t really have
anything to do with going back to school but I’m going to include
it anyway: do teachers live at school or do they have real lives? I
ask this because if I ever bump into a pupil in the outside world
they always look like they’ve seen a ghost. It’s hilarious!

As I said, please feel free to post your children’s answers in the 
comments section below! I’m sure they’ll make me giggle when I 
read them!

Right, I had better wind this up. While I’ve done my preparations 
for the children, I’ve got to lead an INSET session tomorrow on 
marking procedures. We have some new staff, but most of us 
oldies don’t get the marking system quite right every time! So 
first thing tomorrow I’m giving everyone an hour’s crash course in 
the school’s way of marking books. Which means I’d better make 
sure I understand it myself!

Good luck to all of you teachers and teaching assistants who are 
back to work tomorrow, and to parents who will be passing their 
kids on to new teachers and new adventures. Let’s all remember 
just how precious and wonderful those children are. They’re the 
real cure for the School Blues!

FOLLOW --- SHARE --- COMMENT

Q15) Is the blog resolved happily or unhappily? How has the writer tied the ending in with the 
main theme of the blog? Happily. The writer ends by offering a positive ending to the issue of 
‘School Blues’ linked with being around school-children, thereby linking the two main 
themes/subjects of the blog.

Q7) Explain each of the three larger words at the end of the blog.  Follow: get updates from this 
blog and be notified of new ones. Share: spread a link to the blog over the internet. Comment: leave 
a comment about the contents of the blog.
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The Secret Life of a Teacher – Challenge Activity
Section A

These words have been taken from the text. Use a dictionary to help you find the 
meaning of each word.

Section B

Use a thesaurus to help you find two synonyms for each of the following words from 
the text.

anonymous

data

intensity

melancholy

oblivious

privilege

procedure

anxiety

irritate

melancholy

nation

remarkable

vanish
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Section C

Find the words in the excerpt that have the opposite meaning to each of the following:

Section D

A simile uses ‘like’ or ‘as’ to make a comparison between two things. Find and copy 
two similes from the text. 

Now write your own similes that express how you feel about the new school year. 

So as I sit here on a lovely Sunday evening, hurriedly typing this to you all as a 
break at the end of a long day spent preparing for tomorrow, I’m aware of my 
School Blues. However, the moment I’m in with the staff tomorrow, they’ll vanish, 
not to be thought of again until they creep back out at the end of next half-term.

Mentioning the staff reminds me; it will be so fun to see everyone again! I do love 
an INSET day, especially on the first day of a new year. As any of you readers 
who work in a school will know, it’s one of the busiest days of the year, but it is 
also a great chance to see everyone and ease back into school life. A bit like going 
into a swimming pool by the steps, rather than diving in the deep end.

slowly

slowest

last

shallow

appear
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The Secret Life of a Teacher – Challenge Activity
Section A

These words have been taken from the text. Use a dictionary to help you find the 
meaning of each word.

Section B

Use a thesaurus to help you find two synonyms for each of the following words from 
the text.

anonymous of unknown name

data facts and statistics collected together for reference or analysis

intensity the quality of being intense

melancholy a feeling of sadness, usually with no obvious cause

oblivious not aware or concerned about what is happening

privilege
a special right or advantage granted only to a particular person 
or group of people

procedure an established or official way of doing something

anxiety worry nervousness

irritate annoy aggravate

melancholy sad miserable

nation country homeland

remarkable extraordinary amazing

vanish disappear evaporate
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Section C

Find the words in the excerpt that have the opposite meaning to each of the following:

Section D

A simile uses ‘like’ or ‘as’ to make a comparison between two things. Find and copy 
two similes from the text. 

Now write your own similes that express how you feel about the new school year. 

Like the first clouds in a sunny sky, they let me know that change was coming!

It’s a bit like going into a swimming pool by the steps, rather than diving in the 
deep end.

So as I sit here on a lovely Sunday evening, hurriedly typing this to you all as a 
break at the end of a long day spent preparing for tomorrow, I’m aware of my 
School Blues. However, the moment I’m in with the staff tomorrow, they’ll vanish, 
not to be thought of again until they creep back out at the end of next half-term.

Mentioning the staff reminds me; it will be so fun to see everyone again! I do love 
an INSET day, especially on the first day of a new year. As any of you readers 
who work in a school will know, it’s one of the busiest days of the year, but it is 
also a great chance to see everyone and ease back into school life. A bit like going 
into a swimming pool by the steps, rather than diving in the deep end.

slowly hurriedly

slowest busiest

last first

shallow deep

appear vanish

Answers will vary.
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Summer Suitcases 
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Summer Suitcases – Follow-Up Work

1. What do the suitcases represent? Explain your reasons?  

2. Who might be travelling? Where might they be going?  

3. If this were an image on an advert, what might the advert be for?  

4. The weather in the image is of a sunny day with some clouds. Does this give a positive or 
negative feeling? Explain your reasoning.    

5. What is the main focus of the picture? How do you know?    

6. Where is the image taken?  
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7. What feelings might the picture make you feel? Give three examples.   

8. Imagine there is a person in the image. What would you like to ask them?  

9. The suitcases look different to suitcases used now. What might this suggest?  

10.Why has the illustrator chosen to have five suitcases piled up? What might this suggest?    

11.Explain a time when you travelled somewhere. How was it the same or different as the picture? 

12.What else might you add to the picture to give it more meaning?  
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Summer Suitcases – Vocab 1

Write the definitions for each of these words. 
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departure

arrival

transportation

destination

exchange

currency 

foreign 

recreation

souvenir 

expedition 

excursion

tourism

voyage

embark
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Summer Suitcases – Vocab 2

Select the correct spelling to match the meaning. 

Find ten words using just the letters in the words below. 

departure 

tourism
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activity that is done for enjoyment

 recraetion

 recreation

 re-creation

 re-craetion

a short journey or trip often for enjoyment

 excursion

 excurrision

 excurson

 excurrsion

a journey undertaken by a group of people particularly to explore an area

 expediton

 ecspedition

 expidition

 expedition
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Summer Suitcases – SPAG

The word holiday can be used as a verb or a noun. 

1. Write one sentence using the word holiday as a noun.

Remember to punctuate your answer correctly.

2. Write one sentence using the word holiday as a verb.

Remember to punctuate your answer correctly.

Rewrite the sentence below, adding a relative clause. Remember to use the correct punctuation. 

The aeroplane was delayed. 

Which conjunction is best to complete the sentence below? Tick one. 

The queue to board the aeroplane was long  ________________________________ the staff were processing boarding 

passes as quickly as they could.
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in addition

since

however

and 
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Summer Suitcases – Oral Teacher Questions

1. What do the suitcases represent? Explain your reasons?  Holidays and travel because people 
carry suitcases when they travel. There is more than one suitcase suggesting that it may be a 
group of people travelling. The suitcases vary in size suggesting that there are adults and 
children travelling.

2. Who might be travelling? Where might they be going?  Various answers. Students may suggest a 
family is travelling as there are multiple suitcases. Various answers for destinations. 

3. If this were an image on an advert, what might the advert be for?  Holidays, travel, suitcases, an 
airport.

4. The weather in the image is of a sunny day with some clouds. Does this give a positive or 
negative feeling? Explain your reasoning.  Positive as sunny/warm weather makes people feel 
happy.

5. What is the main focus of the picture? How do you know?  The suitcases as they are in the 
foreground and near to the middle of the image.

6. Where is the image taken?  In an airport, or in a place overlooking an airport. 

7. What feelings might the picture make you feel? Give three examples.  Happy, excited, relaxed. 
Accept other suitable answers with justification.

8. Imagine there is a person in the image. What would you like to ask them?  Personal response. 
Students may want to ask about the holiday they have either been on or are going on. 

9. The suitcases look different to suitcases used now. What might this suggest?  That the image 
was taken in the past, that the suitcases belong to someone who has had them a long time, e.g. 
an older person. 

10.Why has the illustrator chosen to have five suitcases piled up? What might this suggest?  Might 
suggest a group/family of people, differing in size like their suitcases. They are piled up waiting 
and ready to go somewhere. 

11.Explain a time when you travelled somewhere. How was it the same or different as the picture?  
Personal response, students must justify why their travel was the same as or different to the 
image. 

12.What else might you add to the picture to give it more meaning?  Various responses. Students 
may suggest; people, tickets, passports, brochures. 
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Summer Suitcases – Vocab 1

Write the definitions for each of these words. 
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departure the action of leaving a place

arrival entry, appearance at a place

transportation movement of things from one place to another

destination the place where something or someone is going to

exchange changing of money to the current currency to use in a different country

currency a system of money used in a country

foreign 
showing characteristics of a county, language or culture that is different to your 
own

recreation activity done for the purpose of enjoyment when not working

souvenir a thing that is bought or kept to remind you of a place, person or event

expedition a journey undertaken by a group of people, particularly to explore an area

excursion a short journey or trip often for enjoyment

tourism The industry of providing services for visitors to particular desitination

voyage a long journey often by sea or in space

embark go onboard a ship or aeroplane 
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Summer Suitcases – Vocab 2

Select the correct spelling to match the meaning. 

Find ten words using just the letters in the words below. 

departure 

tourism
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activity that is done for enjoyment

 recraetion

✓ recreation

 re-creation

 re-craetion

a short journey or trip often for enjoyment

✓ excursion

 excurrision

 excurson

 excurrsion

a journey undertaken by a group of people particularly to explore an area

 expediton

 ecspedition

 expidition

✓ expedition

adept  dear  dearer deep  deer  depart  drape  ear  era  erupt  pad  pared  pat  pea  peat 
peer  put  rare  read  reaped  rear  red  repeat  rude  rut  tap  tape  taped  tar  trade  
trader  tree

Accept other answers.

most  must  omit  ours  out  rim  riot  rots  rust  ruts  sir  sit  so  sort  sour  stir  storm 
sum  tors  tour  tours  trims  us

Accept other answers.
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Summer Suitcases – SPAG

The word holiday can be used as a verb or a noun. 

1. Write one sentence using the word holiday as a noun.

Remember to punctuate your answer correctly.

2. Write one sentence using the word holiday as a verb.

Remember to punctuate your answer correctly.

Rewrite the sentence below, adding a relative clause. Remember to use the correct punctuation. 

The aeroplane was delayed. 

Which conjunction is best to complete the sentence below? Tick one. 

The queue to board the aeroplane was long  ________________________________ the staff were processing boarding 

passes as quickly as they could.
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Accept multiple answers. e.g. I spent most of the summer holiday in the forest. 

Accept multiple answers. e.g. He is planning to holiday in Spain next year. 

The aeroplane, which was arriving from Portugal, was delayed.

in addition

since

however ✓

and 
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World Travel 
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World Travel – Follow-Up Work

1. What does the image represent?  

2. What do the landmarks represent?  

3. If the image were used as an advert, what might it be advertising?  

4. The image has a key message in it. Explain what you think this message is.  

5. Use three adjectives to describe the image.  

6. Why do you think different modes of transport are shown in the image?  
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7. The image represents different countries around the world. What else could it represent?  

8. What key landmarks are in the image?  

9. Are there any key landmarks that you think should be included in the image? Why?  

10.The weather in the image is varied. Why do you think this is? Explain your reasoning.  

11.What feelings might the picture make you feel? Give three examples.  

12.The image has many famous landmarks in it. Where else might you have seen images of these 
landmarks?  
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World Travel – Vocab 1

Write the definitions for each of these words. 
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accommodation

ambiance 

amenities 

availability 

cancellation

convenience 

globetrotter

international

overbooking 

picturesque 

recuperation 

Xanadu
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1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

1 Usually he travelled locally but this time his travel was  _________________________________ .

2
For her  _________________________________ , there were bars, restaurants and even a hospital on the 
island. 

3
The family were angry: they could not have a seat on the aeroplane due to an 
_________________________________ .

4
She thought of herself as a  _________________________________ as she loved exploring the world when 
backpacking. 

5
They went on holiday for some relaxation and  _________________________________ . They had both 
been working so hard lately. 

6 Mark was lucky; he managed to get a last-minute flight due to a  _________________________________ .

7 The architect was adamant he wanted to build a  _________________________________ for all to enjoy. 

8
The  _________________________________ of the place was serene and peaceful, perfect for their 
honeymoon. 

9 The  _________________________________ here were scarce; after all, they were camping in the jungle!

Like this? Find more 
Summer resources here.

World Travel – Vocab 2

Complete the crossword by finding the correct words for the sentences below. Then find the hidden 

word. 

The hidden word is                                                       .
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World Travel – SPAG

Which sentence is punctuated correctly? Tick one.

Rewrite the sentence below using a subordinate clause. 

She travelled up the Eiffel Tower. 

Rewrite the sentence below in the passive voice.

Many people like travelling. 

Complete each sentence below with either ‘is’ or ‘are’. 

They  enjoying their holiday this year.

This swimming costume  new for my trip to Bali. 

These gloves  needed for the ski slopes. 

The people on the aeroplane  relieved to be travelling now after a delay in 

taking-off. 
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Once at the hotel Maria decided, to take an excursion, 
to see the elephant sanctuary only two days later. 

Once at the hotel, Maria decided to take an excursion 
to see the elephant sanctuary only two days later. 

Once at, the hotel Maria decided to take an excursion 
to see the elephant, sanctuary only two days later. 

Once at the hotel Maria decided to take an excursion to 
see the elephant sanctuary only two days later. 

Like this? Find more 
Summer resources here.

http://www.classroomsecrets.com/tag/summer


World Travel – Oral Teacher Questions

1. What does the image represent?  The world. It shows landmarks from different countries. It
gives an impression that the world is small.

2. What do the landmarks represent?  Different countries of the world.

3. If the image were used as an advert, what might it be advertising?  Travel agents, airports,
ports, accept other suitable answers.

4. The image has a key message in it. Explain what you think this message is.  That the world is
small and interconnected.

5. Use three adjectives to describe the image.  Various answers.

6. Why do you think different modes of transport are shown in the image?  To show the ways in
which you can visit the landmarks.

7. The image represents different countries around the world. What else could it represent?
Different languages, different cultures or places to visit on holiday.

8. What key landmarks are in the image?  Eiffel Tower, St Basil’s Cathedral, Stonehenge, Big Ben,
The London Eye, The Colosseum, CN Tower, Statue of Liberty, Porte d'Aix, The Golden Buddha,
Himeji Castle, Neuschwanstein Castle.

9. Are there any key landmarks that you think should be included in the image? Why?  Accept
other famous landmarks, such as Taj Mahal, Pyramids of Giza, Tower of Pisa, Christ the
Redeemer.

10. The weather in the image is varied. Why do you think this is? Explain your reasoning. To reflect
the different weather across the world at any one time.

11. What feelings might the picture make you feel? Give three examples.  Personal response.
Students may use words like excited, hopeful, keen, adventurous.

12. The image has many famous landmarks in it. Where else might you have seen images of these
landmarks?  Media; social media, newspapers, TV programmes. Encyclopaedias, posters, books,
films, may have seen them in person.
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World Travel – Vocab 1

Write the definitions for each of these words. 
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accommodation a room, group of rooms or building in which someone can stay

ambiance the character or atmosphere of a place 

amenities a desirable or useful feature of a place, e.g. a hospital nearby

availability freedom to do something, otherwise unoccupied 

cancellation the action of cancelling something 

convenience something that contributes to an easy way of life

globetrotter a person who travels widely and often

international including all nations across the world 

overbooking accept more reservations that there is space for, sometimes happens on flights

picturesque visually attractive, often in a quaint way 

recuperation recovery of illness or exertion, often done on holiday 

Xanadu an idealized place of great beauty
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i n t e r n a t i o n a l

c o n v e n i e n c e

o v e r b o o k i n g

g l o b e t r o t t e r

r e c u p e r a t i o n

c a n c e l l a t i o n

x a n a d u

a m b i e n c e

a m e n i t i e s

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

aeroplane

Like this? Find more 
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World Travel – Vocab 2

Complete the crossword by finding the correct words for the sentences below. Then find the hidden 

word. 

1 Usually he travelled locally but this time his travel was  _________________________________ .

2
For her  _________________________________ , there were bars, restaurants and even a hospital on the 
island. 

3
The family were angry: they could not have a seat on the aeroplane due to an 
_________________________________ .

4
She thought of herself as a  _________________________________ as she loved exploring the world when 
backpacking. 

5
They went on holiday for some relaxation and  _________________________________ . They had both 
been working so hard lately. 

6 Mark was lucky; he managed to get a last-minute flight due to a  _________________________________ .

7 The architect was adamant he wanted to build a  _________________________________ for all to enjoy. 

8
The  _________________________________ of the place was serene and peaceful, perfect for their 
honeymoon. 

9 The  _________________________________ here were scarce; after all, they were camping in the jungle!

The hidden word is                                                       .
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World Travel – SPAG

Which sentence is punctuated correctly? Tick one.

Rewrite the sentence below using a subordinate clause. 

She travelled up the Eiffel Tower. 

Rewrite the sentence below in the passive voice.

Many people like travelling. 

Complete each sentence below with either ‘is’ or ‘are’. 

They                              enjoying their holiday this year.

This swimming costume                               new for my trip to Bali. 

These gloves                              needed for the ski slopes. 

The people on the aeroplane                             relieved to be travelling now after a delay in 

taking-off. 
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Once at the hotel Maria decided, to take an excursion, 
to see the elephant sanctuary only two days later. 

Once at the hotel, Maria decided to take an excursion 
to see the elephant sanctuary only two days later. ✓

Once at, the hotel Maria decided to take an excursion 
to see the elephant, sanctuary only two days later. 

Once at the hotel Maria decided to take an excursion to 
see the elephant sanctuary only two days later. 

She travelled up the Eiffel Tower, which took longer than she thought.

Travelling is what many people like to do.  

are

is

are

are

Like this? Find more 
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London Live: Wimbledon Coverage 2017 

Title: Radio London Live, Wimbledon Ladies’ Final Coverage 2017
Date and time: 15/07/17, 5pm

Subject: Women’s Final 2017 between Tanya Ellenberger and Charlotte Cottom

Speakers:

Meghan Cotterill (M)
Esther Bentz (E)

M: Welcome back everyone to this live coverage of the Wimbledon Ladies’ Final 2017! 
We hope you’re as excited by this as we are! Britain’s Charlotte Cottom is right on the 
verge, on the brink, of bringing home Britain’s first Wimbledon Women’s title for four 
decades! We are witnessing history right here, Esther!

E: Yes we are! Four decades. Such an enormously long and painful wait for fans of 
British women’s tennis. My mother rang me this morning to tell me that she 
remembers listening to commentary of Virginia Wade’s famous victory on the radio all 
those years ago. Now I’m here on London Live commentating on the match which 
might turn into another incredible win on home soil! You could not write it any better!

M: These two fantastic players had a short break at the end of that last game but the 
umpire is now calling them back onto the court. What an exceptional last game that 
was. Such a long run of deuces and advantages as the two battled; Ellenberger to 
protect her serve and Cottom to break it. It was the Briton who triumphed, a superb 
lob dropping just inside the baseline. The German’s return fizzed into the net and 
finally we had ourselves a break of serve in this last set tie-breaker! 

E: Cottom looks calm. Calmer than she was earlier in this set, and much calmer than 
she appeared as she crumbled towards the end of the second. She gathers herself for 
the most important game of her life. She’s serving for the Wimbledon Championship. 
She takes a breath. Her first serve is wide! Just out of the box on the right-hand side! 
The crowd groans. They’re feeling this almost as much as she is. Such a weight of 
expectation on her shoulders. She sets herself for her second service. It’s a beauty! 
Plenty of spin. Ellenberger is onto it though, ripping her return deep to the far side. 
Cottom makes it, but barely. Ellenberger has rushed the net. She whips the ball cross-
court. Cottom had no chance on that!

M: That's love-fifteen. The German Number 1 is keeping herself in this. Cottom has to 
collect herself once more. This time her first serve is perfect! Ellenberger is on the
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back foot but it’s a decent return. Cottom disguises her second shot and almost 
wrong-foots the German. Oh, but that’s the quality of Tanya Ellenberger! She’s so 
quick! She gets a return back over the net. Cottom tries a sneaky drop shot but oh! 
Oh so close! The shot is just too soft and was caught by the top of the net. Cottom
shakes her head ruefully. No signs of real frustration yet but this has to be getting to 
her. She’s down love-thirty.

E: I don’t know if you caught that Meghan but Charlotte’s coach, Emmanuel Lopez, 
just motioned for her to calm down and just take a few breaths. He also signalled 
something with his hands but I couldn’t make out what he meant. You’ve got to 
imagine it was encouragement.

M: Or perhaps something he’s noticed in Ellenberger’s game which Charlotte might be 
able to exploit?

E: Could well be. Time to see if it makes a difference. Wow! No chance to see on that 
rally because there wasn’t one! A fierce first serve from Cottom blazed past Ellenberger 
and buried itself in the padding behind one of the officials! What a response! What a 
way to clear your head! The crowd is going bonkers here at Centre Court!

M: Yes, what an ace! Fifteen-thirty! 

E: Exactly the response she needed. The umpire has had to ask the fans here to be 
quiet. It’s hushed. Another great serve from Cottom has Ellenberger pinned back and 
the Brit rushes the net. A flashing cross-court volley. Ellenberger stretches and gets 
there! But her return is weak and high and it’s smashed away by Cottom! It’s thirty-
all!

M: Oh that was so clinical! A great example of serve-volley tennis. She pushed her 
opponent back and then cut down the angles for a return. Oh, [laughs] as the cheers 
died down again someone in the crowd shouted ‘Come on, Tim!’ [laughs] Well we 
remember those days when Tim Henman got so close to ending Britain’s Wimbledon 
title drought. The famous shout of encouragement lives on at the tournament it seems!

E: Both players cracked a smile at it too. This game is being played in fantastic spirit. 

M: It’s about to get serious again though. I’m amazed the two players haven’t had 
their concentration broken by the noise, the heat or the length of this tiebreak. 
Cottom is ready. Ellenberger waits. Not such a great serve this time. Ellenberger 
returns along the line. Cottom sends it back. Ellenberger again sends it down the
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line. Cottom returns up the line again. They’re trying to pin each other deep in a 
corner here. Hard shot by Cottom. Ellenberger sends it back a little too short. Oh 
wow! What a shot! Cottom cut it right across the court and planted it right on the 
sideline. Even Ellenberger wasn’t quick enough for that; her return slapped into the top 
of the net.

E: What astonishing tennis! Whoever wins today, we’ve been treated to a breathless 
display of power and finesse from these two amazing athletes!

M: That being said, I’m still, in my heart, rooting for Charlotte. Can I say that?

E: I think you can say that. You’ve got to have some feelings when it comes to 
Championship Point!

M: For those of you just tuning in, the 2017 Wimbledon title is within Charlotte 
Cottom’s grasp! We’re at Championship Point! Charlotte is one service, one volley, one 
lob away from the greatest achievement of her sporting life!

E: The fans here can hardly contain themselves! The umpire is calling for quiet once 
more but it’s taking a while to die down. 

M: I can barely hold it together myself! 

E: Finally, we have some hush. It’s as if the arena itself is holding its breath. You could 
hear a bead of sweat hit the grass right now! Cottom’s ready. The ball goes up. Not a 
great serve but it’s in! Ellenberger chops it back across. Cottom sends a pinger right 
back. They’re exchanging cross-court hammer blows here, backhand to backhand! It’s 
a war of attrition! Who will blink first? I don’t believe it! She’s done it! She’s done it! 
Charlotte Cottom is Wimbledon Champion! A perfect backhand down the line! She’d 
forced Ellenberger into a corner and chose the perfect time to switch her attack! The 
fastest female player on the world circuit couldn’t get across in time; she was inches 
from it but it zipped away. She was so close!

M: Britain has a brand new Wimbledon Champion! Charlotte Cottom, the girl from 
Taunton, has come to Wimbledon and won!
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London Live: Wimbledon Coverage 2017 – Comprehension

Section A

1. After reading just the headings at the start, what form are you expecting the text to 
take?  

2. List the three factors which might break the concentration of the players.  
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Section B

3. Who was the last British woman to win Wimbledon?  

4. Which two features of the words ‘London Live’ in Esther’s first paragraph show you 
that ‘London Live’ is the name of the radio show she is presenting? 

5. Find two words or phrases that are synonyms for ‘calmed herself down’ which are 
used in the text to describe Charlotte Cottom’s actions.  

6. Which of the two commentators is more biased? Find a word, phrase or sentence to 
explain your answer.  
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Section C

7. In what medium were these words first distributed?  

8. What does the word ‘fizzed’ tell you about Ellenberger’s shot?  

9. Identify two words in the description of the first rally which emphasise the 
dynamism of Tanya Ellenberger’s shots.  

10. Why do you think the word ‘laughs’ is placed in brackets in this transcript?  

11. Explain the phrase ‘title drought’.  

12. Are the two players friendly or bitter rivals? Justify your answer with evidence 
from the text.  
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Section D

13. Explain the literal and figurative meanings of the phrase ‘on the back foot’ as used
in the context of the second rally.

14. Tennis uses an interesting points system. List (in ascending order) all the tennis
points mentioned in the text.

15. Explain the question ‘Who will blink first?’.
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London Live: Wimbledon Coverage 2017 – Teacher Version

Title: Radio London Live, Wimbledon Ladies’ Final Coverage 2017
Date and time: 15/07/17, 5pm

Subject: Women’s Final 2017 between Tanya Ellenberger and Charlotte Cottom

Speakers:

Meghan Cotterill (M)
Esther Bentz (E)

Q1) After reading just the headings at the start, what form are you expecting the text to take? 
Similar to a script (as it is a conversation between two people who have been given letters to be 
identified within the text).

Q7) In what medium were these words first distributed? Radio

M: Welcome back everyone to this live coverage of the Wimbledon Ladies’ Final 2017! We hope 
you’re as excited by this as we are! Britain’s Charlotte Cottom is right on the verge, on the brink, of 
bringing home Britain’s first Wimbledon Women’s title for four decades! We are witnessing history 
right here, Esther!

E: Yes we are! Four decades. Such an enormously long and painful wait for fans of British women’s 
tennis. My mother rang me this morning to tell me that she remembers listening to commentary of 
Virginia Wade’s famous victory on the radio all those years ago. Now I’m here on London Live 
commentating on the match which might turn into another incredible win on home soil! You could 
not write it any better!

M: These two fantastic players had a short break at the end of that last game but the umpire is now 
calling them back onto the court. What an exceptional last game that was. Such a long run of 
deuces and advantages as the two battled; Ellenberger to protect her serve and Cottom to break it. 
It was the Briton who triumphed, a superb lob dropping just inside the baseline. The German’s 
return fizzed into the net and finally we had ourselves a break of serve in this last set tie-breaker! 

Q3) Who was the last British woman to win Wimbledon? Virginia Wade

Q4) Which two features of the words ‘London Live’ in Esther’s first paragraph show you that 
‘London Live’ is the name of the radio show she is presenting?  The capital letters at the start of the 
words and the italics.

Q8) What does the word ‘fizzed’ tell you about Ellenberger’s shot? That it was travelling very fast; 
so fast that it made a noise.

E: Cottom looks calm. Calmer than she was earlier in this set, and much calmer than she appeared 
as she crumbled towards the end of the second. She gathers herself for the most important game of 
her life. She’s serving for the Wimbledon Championship. She takes a breath. Her first serve is wide! 
Just out of the box on the right-hand side! The crowd groans. They’re feeling this almost as much as 
she is. Such a weight of expectation on her shoulders. She sets herself for her second service. It’s a 
beauty! Plenty of spin. Ellenberger is onto it though, ripping her return deep to the far side. Cottom 
makes it, but barely. Ellenberger has rushed the net. She whips the ball cross-court. Cottom had no 
chance on that!

M: That's love-fifteen. The German Number 1 is keeping herself in this. Cottom has to collect herself 
once more. This time her first serve is perfect! Ellenberger is on the back foot but it’s a decent return. 
Cottom disguises her second shot and almost wrong-foots the German. Oh, but that’s the quality of

classroomsecrets.com
London Live: Wimbledon Coverage 2017 – Y6/P7/G5 – Teacher Version

Like this? Find more differentiated 

Wimbledon resources here.

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2017

https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/tag/wimbledon/


M: It’s about to get serious again though. I’m amazed the two players haven’t had their 
concentration broken by the noise, the heat or the length of this tiebreak. Cottom is ready. 
Ellenberger waits. Not such a great serve this time. Ellenberger returns along the line. Cottom sends 
it back. Ellenberger again sends it down the line. Cottom returns up the line again. They’re trying to 
pin each other deep in a corner here. Hard shot by Cottom. Ellenberger sends it back a little too 
short. Oh wow! What a shot! Cottom cut it right across the court and planted it right on the 
sideline. Even Ellenberger wasn’t quick enough for that; her return slapped into the top of the net.

E: What astonishing tennis! Whoever wins today, we’ve been treated to a breathless display of 
power and finesse from these two amazing athletes!

M: That being said, I’m still, in my heart, rooting for Charlotte. Can I say that?

E: I think you can say that. You’ve got to have some feelings when it comes to Championship Point!

M: For those of you just tuning in, the 2017 Wimbledon title is within Charlotte Cottom’s grasp! 
We’re at Championship Point! Charlotte is one service, one volley, one lob away from the greatest 
achievement of her sporting life!

E: The fans here can hardly contain themselves! The umpire is calling for quiet once more but it’s 
taking a while to die down. 

M: I can barely hold it together myself! 

E: Finally, we have some hush. It’s as if the arena itself is holding its breath. You could hear a bead 
of sweat hit the grass right now! Cottom’s ready. The ball goes up. Not a great serve but it’s in! 
Ellenberger chops it back across. Cottom sends a pinger right back. They’re exchanging cross-court 
hammer blows here, backhand to backhand! It’s a war of attrition! Who will blink first? I don’t 
believe it! She’s done it! She’s done it! Charlotte Cottom is Wimbledon Champion! A perfect 
backhand down the line! She’d forced Ellenberger into a corner and chose the perfect time to switch 
her attack! The fastest female player on the world circuit couldn’t get across in time; she was inches 
from it but it zipped away. She was so close!

M: Britain has a brand new Wimbledon Champion! Charlotte Cottom, the girl from Taunton, has 
come to Wimbledon and won!

Q2) List the three factors which might break the concentration of the players.  The noise, the heat 
or the length of the tiebreak.

Q14) Tennis uses an interesting points system. List (in ascending order) all the tennis points 
mentioned in the text.  Love, fifteen, thirty.

Q6) Which of the two commentators is more biased? Find a word, phrase or sentence to explain 
your answer.  Meghan is more biased; she explicitly states that she hopes Charlotte wins.

Q15) Explain the question ‘Who will blink first?’.  The commentator is wondering who will falter/
lose focus first, make a mistake and hand the initiative to their opponent.

Q12) Are the two players friendly or bitter rivals? Justify your answer with evidence from the text. 
Friendly; it is mentioned that the game is played ‘in fantastic spirit’ when both players laugh at the 
‘Come on Tim!’ joke.
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Tanya Ellenberger! She’s so quick! She gets a return back over the net. Cottom tries a sneaky drop 
shot but oh! Oh so close! The shot is just too soft and was caught by the top of the net. Cottom 
shakes her head ruefully. No signs of real frustration yet but this has to be getting to her. She’s 
down love-thirty.

Q5) Find two words or phrases that are synonyms for ‘calmed herself down’ which are used in the 
text to describe Charlotte Cottom’s actions. ‘She gathers herself’, ‘she takes a breath’ and 
‘Cottom has to collect herself’ can all be chosen.

Q9) Identify two words in the description of the first rally which emphasise the dynamism of Tanya 
Ellenberger’s shots.  ‘Ripping’ and ‘whips’

Q13) Explain the literal and figurative meanings of the phrase ‘on the back foot’ as used in the 
context of the second rally. Literal: Ellenberger has been pushed back by Cottom’s shot so has to hit 
her return with her weight on her back foot. Figurative: Ellenberger has been forced into a position 
of disadvantage within the rally.

E: I don’t know if you caught that Meghan but Charlotte’s coach, Emmanuel Lopez, just motioned 
for her to calm down and just take a few breaths. He also signalled something with his hands but I 
couldn’t make out what he meant. You’ve got to imagine it was encouragement.

M: Or perhaps something he’s noticed in Ellenberger’s game which Charlotte might be able to 
exploit?

E: Could well be. Time to see if it makes a difference. Wow! No chance to see on that rally because 
there wasn’t one! A fierce first serve from Cottom blazed past Ellenberger and buried itself in the 
padding behind one of the officials! What a response! What a way to clear your head! The crowd is 
going bonkers here at Centre Court!

M: Yes, what an ace! Fifteen-thirty! 

E: Exactly the response she needed. The umpire has had to ask the fans here to be quiet. It’s hushed. 
Another great serve from Cottom has Ellenberger pinned back and the Brit rushes the net. A flashing 
cross-court volley. Ellenberger stretches and gets there! But her return is weak and high and it’s 
smashed away by Cottom! It’s thirty-all!

M: Oh that was so clinical! A great example of serve-volley tennis. She pushed her opponent back 
and then cut down the angles for a return. Oh, [laughs] as the cheers died down again someone in 
the crowd shouted ‘Come on, Tim!’ [laughs] Well we remember those days when Tim Henman got so 
close to ending Britain’s Wimbledon title drought. The famous shout of encouragement lives on at 
the tournament it seems!

E: Both players cracked a smile at it too. This game is being played in fantastic spirit.

Q10) Why do you think the word ‘laughs’ is placed in brackets in this transcript To separate the 
word from the main text; the brackets show that it is not a word which is spoken but is rather an 
indication of an action which took place during the show. Another reason is because it is not formal 
to write out an approximation of the sounds made when laughing.

Q11)  Explain the phrase ‘title drought’. A drought is a time of shortage where there is no rain. 
Therefore a ‘title drought’ is a prolonged period without winning a title.
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London Live: Wimbledon Coverage 2017 – Challenge Activity

Section A
These words have been taken from the story. Match each word to the correct meaning.

Section B
Choose the word with the closest meaning.

The word exploit means… The word ruefully means…

Tick one Tick one

harness hesitantly

ruin reluctantly 

compete regretfully

The word rooting means… The word hushed means…

Tick one Tick one

growing sluggish

cheering slow

digging quiet
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Word Meaning

1. brink a) a unit of scoring in tennis made up of several games

2. lob b) edge

3. serve c) to move very fast in a specified direction

4. whip d) a score of zero in tennis

5. love e) efficient and exact

6. clinical f) to hit the ball in a high arc over the net

7. set g) hitting the ball to start play

https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/tag/wimbledon/


London Live: Wimbledon Coverage 2017 – Challenge Activity

Section C

Find the words in the expert that match the following definitions.

Section D
Use the internet or a dictionary to find the meaning of each of these tennis terms.

advantage

ball boy/girl

bye

love

rally

spin

stroke

volley

These two fantastic players had a short break at the end of that last game but the 
umpire is now calling them back onto the court. What an exceptional last game 
that was. Such a long run of deuces and advantages as the two battled; 
Ellenberger to protect her serve and Cottom to break it. It was the Briton who 
triumphed, a superb lob dropping just inside the baseline. The German’s return 
fizzed into the net and finally we had ourselves a break of serve in this last set tie-
breaker! 

Definition Word

an official who watches a game closely and enforces the rules

a score of 40-all in a game

lines indicating the boundary of play at the end of the court

the first point scored after deuce

achieved a victory

classroomsecrets.com
London Live: Wimbledon Coverage 2017 – Y6/P7/G5 – Challenge Activity

Like this? Find more 
differentiated Wimbledon 

resources here.
© Classroom Secrets Limited 2017

https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/tag/wimbledon/


London Live: Wimbledon Coverage 2017 – Challenge Activity

Section A
These words have been taken from the story. Match each word to the correct meaning.

Section B
Choose the word with the closest meaning.

Word Meaning

1. brink a) a unit of scoring in tennis made up of several games

2. lob b) edge

3. serve c) to move very fast in a specified direction

4. whip d) a score of zero in tennis

5. love e) efficient and exact

6. clinical f) to hit the ball in a high arc over the net

7. set g) hitting the ball to start play

1b 2f 3g 4c 5d 6e 7a

The word exploit means… The word ruefully means…

Tick one Tick one

harness ✓ hesitantly

ruin reluctantly 

compete regretfully ✓

The word rooting means… The word hushed means…

Tick one Tick one

growing sluggish

cheering ✓ slow

digging quiet ✓
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London Live: Wimbledon Coverage 2017 – Challenge Activity

Section C

Find the words in the expert that match the following definitions.

Section D
Use the internet or a dictionary to find the meaning of each of these tennis terms.

advantage winning the first point from deuce and needing one more to win

ball boy/girl a child who retrieves out-of-play tennis balls from the court

bye automatic advancement without playing against an opponent 

love zero points

rally a series of return hits of the ball back and forth between players

spin rotation of the ball as it moves through the air

stroke striking the ball with the racket 

volley hitting the ball before it bounces on your side of the court

These two fantastic players had a short break at the end of that last game but the 
umpire is now calling them back onto the court. What an exceptional last game 
that was. Such a long run of deuces and advantages as the two battled; 
Ellenberger to protect her serve and Cottom to break it. It was the Briton who 
triumphed, a superb lob dropping just inside the baseline. The German’s return 
fizzed into the net and finally we had ourselves a break of serve in this last set tie-
breaker! 

Definition Word

an official who watches a game closely and enforces the rules umpire

a score of 40-all in a game deuces

lines indicating the boundary of play at the end of the court baseline

the first point scored after deuces advantage

achieved a victory triumphed
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‘Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and 
on the third day rise from the dead, and that 
repentance and forgiveness of sins should be preached 
in his name to all nations’ (Luke 24: 45-7)





©www.teachitprimary.co.uk 2016 26419
1

http://www.teachitprimary.co.uk/




•

•

•



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JEsV5rqbVNQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JEsV5rqbVNQ




•

•

•

•

•

•

•



)













•

•



































Great Civilizations 
in the Rainforest





Religious Art

The Aztecs made art mostly 
because they thought that it 
would please the gods and 

bring good fortune.

Tonatiuh was the 
god of sun and 
sacrifice; his face 
was at the centre of 
the Aztec sunstone.

Quetzalcóatl 
was the god of 
death and the 
underworld, 
identified with 
the planet 
Venus.

Xiuhtecuhtli was the god of 
origin, time and fire. His special 
animal was a serpent and his 
special number was three.

Xochipilli was the Aztec god of 
happiness, flowers, pleasure and 
creativity, sometimes referred to 
as the Flower Prince.



Nature in Aztec Art

Aztec art used metaphors.
Metaphor: a figure of speech 
where a word or phrase is 

applied to an object or action.

Flowers
represented the 
beauty of life.

A hummingbird
represented the 
Aztec sun god, 
Huitzilopochtli.

An eagle
represented an 
Aztec warrior.

Snakes were 
believed to have 

supernatural 
powers.



Feathered headdress

Decorated shieldsAztec King

Feather cloak

Feathers in Aztec Art

Inspired by birds such as 
macaws and quetzal, craftsmen 

used feathers to make 
headdresses, pictures and 
decorated shields. Skilled 

workers wove brightly coloured 
feathers together to create 

beautiful cloaks and 
headdresses. Only the king and 

the nobles could wear them.



This is a stone 
carving of the god, 

Quetzalcóatl.

Stone Carvings

The sunstone was 
used as a calendar 

by the Aztecs.

This is a detail from 
an Aztec carving.

This is a carving of a 
female figure.

Stone carvings decorated the 
walls of the temples. The Aztecs 

carved small details and 
patterns as well as huge statues 

of the gods. Female statues 
were shown kneeling with their 
hands on knees. Male statues 

were sat cross-legged.



Aztec Pottery
The Aztecs took great pride in 
their ability to create beautiful 

pottery. Other nations were 
keen to trade for Aztec pots. 

The finest pottery was kept for 
ritual use and belonged to the 
wealthy. Geometric patterns 

were a feature on bowls.



Jewellery
Aztec jewellery was crafted from gold, silver, jade, obsidian, copper and 

opal was generally reserved for the higher classes.

A mask, covered in 
turquoise mosaic

Feathered headdress 
with gold discs

Aztec gold

A double 
headed serpent 

sculpture, 
covered in 
turquoise 
mosaic



Every fifty-two years, pottery and household items 
were destroyed in a religious ceremony.

Women were responsible for weaving cloth and 
blankets. They used detailed artistic design.

Craftspeople who worked with feathers were known as
amanteca and were among the most respected 
craftspeople in the empire.

Amazing Aztec Art

Poetry was highly valued as an art form by the Aztecs.



Make a Feather Headdress











Qui habite où ?
(Who Lives Where?)
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angry nervous

worried

frightened

overwhelmed

tearful

jealous

stressed

embarrassed









Thoughts

BehavioursFeelings
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Impact on self Impact on others





thought

feeling

behaviour









otivational
Monday

Life is T   O   U   G   H

but so are

?
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