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Reasoning and Problem Solving

Place Value Consolidation – Year 6

Your record company ‘Drop the Mic Records’ is preparing

for the end of year awards show, an event which celebrates

the best artists on their books. The managing director has given you the data for the 

top ten artists and wants you to decide which four have been 

the most successful and should be nominated for the awards.

1. The first category is Best Selling Artist. 

Rank the artists based on number of tracks streamed from 

best selling (1) to least sales (10).

Complete the prompt card for the presenter below:

classroomsecrets.co.uk
Consolidation Pack – Year 6 – Expected

Artist Tracks Streamed Ranking

Jerome De Souza 8,434,679

Mylene Robb 8,589,956

EEzee 7,465,767

Shannon Grace 7,465,980

Xtream 9,003,004

Bobbie Fry 9,003,998

Ape Shape 4,678,567

Northern Quarter 8,898,435

Revolving Doors 8,989,345

STEAL 9,304,098

The top four artists nominated for the ‘Best Selling Artist’, in 

order of streamed tracks are…

4th 

3rd

2nd

1st

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2017



Reasoning and Problem Solving

Place Value Consolidation – Year 6

2. Over the last month Drop the Mic have been promoting

their top 5 artists using a text poll. National radio has advertised

the website and text numbers and the results are in! 

Round the numbers to the nearest 10,000 to find out who is this

year’s ‘Fans’ Choice’.

The Fans’ Choice Award goes to….

3. BING!  A text message has landed in your inbox from the tour manager…

classroomsecrets.co.uk
Consolidation Pack – Year 6 – Expected

Artist Text Votes Rounded Numbers

Bobbie Fry 834,865

Northern Quarter 846,978

Revolving Door 823,500

STEAL 845,400

Xtream 832,450

The following venues are available to book and 

have a variety of seating capacities:

London Arena seats fifty thousand.

Manchester Dome seats forty five thousand.

Birmingham Concert Hall seats thirty eight 

thousand.

Edinburgh Court seats forty two thousand.

Leeds Arena seats forty seven thousand.

Turn over for ticket sales data...

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2017

Hey, how’s the number 

crunching going?

In a bit of a fix here, 

need to book the 

venue by end of day!

Can you use last year’s 

ticket sales to predict 

which venue would be 

best to book?

Tour Manager



Reasoning and Problem Solving

Place Value Consolidation – Year 6

Round the ticket sales to the nearest thousand and decide which venue would be 

able to accommodate any of the artists.

Remember to write your answer in the text message to reply.

classroomsecrets.co.uk
Consolidation Pack – Year 6 – Expected

Artist Ticket Sales Rounded to nearest thousand

Jerome De Souza 44,560

Mylene Robb 46,890

EEzee 36,009

Shannon Grace 21,906

Xtream 39,020

Bobbie Fry 37,356

Ape Shape 41,498

Northern Quarter 34,976

Revolving Doors 46,875

STEAL 47,346

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2017

Hi , according to my 

calculations the best 

venue to book would 

be:

Let’s hope it’s still 

available!

Reply to: Tour Manager



Reasoning and Problem Solving

Place Value Consolidation – Year 6

4. Now we have sorted the awards and the venue, attention turns to the VIP guests.  

Each artist has submitted a guest list including their friends and family. The lists need to 

be signed off to make sure they have enough space in the VIP area and enough seats 

at the tables. Calculate how many invites each artist has left to send out, some artists 

have been inviting too many people. You may need to use negative numbers.

5a. If the invites remained the same could the VIP area hold everyone invited?

Are there extra seats or will some guests need to be uninvited? Explain your answer.

5b. Can you suggest any other resolution to the situation?

Artist
Seats 

Available
Guests Invited

Remaining 

Invites

Jerome De Souza 15 23

Mylene Robb 10 8

EEzee 20 14

Shannon Grace 8 12

Xtream 15 32

Bobbie Fry 20 20

Ape Shape 15 10

Northern Quarter 18 26

Revolving Doors 20 10

STEAL 23 31

classroomsecrets.co.uk
Consolidation Pack – Year 6 – Expected
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Reasoning and Problem Solving

Place Value Consolidation – Year 6

1.

4th – Revolving doors; 3rd – Xtream; 2nd – Bobbie Fry; 1st - STEAL

2.

Northern Quarter

3. 

classroomsecrets.co.uk
Consolidation Pack – Year 6  ANSWERS

Artist Tracks Streamed Ranking

Jerome De Souza 8,434,679 7

Mylene Robb 8,589,956 6

EEzee 7,465,767 9

Shannon Grace 7,465,980 8

Xtream 9,003,004 3

Bobbie Fry 9,003,998 2

Ape Shape 4,678,567 10

Northern Quarter 8,898,435 5

Revolving Doors 8,989,345 4

STEAL 9,304,098 1

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2017

Artist Text Votes Rounded Numbers

Bobbie Fry 834,865 830,000

Northern Quarter 846,978 850,000

Revolving Door 823,500 820,000

STEAL 845,400 840,000

Xtream 832,450 830,000

Artist
Ticket 
Sales

Rounded to 
nearest 

thousand

Jerome De Souza 44,560 45,000

Mylene Robb 46,890 47,000

EEzee 36,009 36,000

Shannon Grace 21,906 22,000

Xtream 39,020 39,000

Bobbie Fry 37,356 37,000

Ape Shape 41,498 41,000

Northern Quarter 34,976 35,000

Revolving Doors 46,875 47,000

STEAL 47,346 47,000

Hi , according to my 

calculations the best 

venue to book would 

be:

Let’s hope it’s still 

available!

Reply to: Tour Manager

Leeds Arena



Reasoning and Problem Solving

Place Value Consolidation – Year 6

4.

5a. The total number of seats available is 164 and there are 186 guests invited so 22 

guests will need to be uninvited.

5b. Various answers, for example: find a bigger venue; place more tables; hold the 

venue outside etc. 

classroomsecrets.co.uk
Reasoning and Problem Solving – Year 6 – Consolidation Pack  ANSWERS

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2017

Artist
Seats 

Available
Guests Invited

Remaining 

Invites

Jerome De Souza 15 23 – 8

Mylene Robb 10 8 2

EEzee 20 14 6

Shannon Grace 8 12 – 4 

Xtream 15 32 – 17

Bobbie Fry 20 20 0

Ape Shape 15 10 5

Northern Quarter 18 26 – 8

Revolving Doors 20 10 10

STEAL 23 31 – 8



Compare and Order

1. Sort the numbers using the Carroll diagram below.

2. Herbie is placing these numbers in order. Where will his three remaining numbers

go?

3. Talia is trying to complete the statement.

Investigate which digits Talia can use to complete the statement.

RPS 

HW/Ext

classroomsecrets.co.uk
Homework/Extension – Compare and Order – Year 6 Developing

VF 

HW/Ext

VF 

HW/Ext

2, 1 3 1, 5 5 6 < 2, 7 1, 3 9

Between 0 million 

and 2 million

Between 2 million 

and 4 million

Thousand 

digit 5 or 

less

Thousand 

digit more 

than 5

e.

1,145,561 131,226

5,936,214 2,835,791 678,452

1,825,465 2,385,294 2,872,619 4,989,248 5,396,214

Smallest Greatest

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2019

b. 2,165,759

c. 3,296,731 d. 1,989,439

a. 3,766,958



Compare and Order

4. Sort the numbers using the Carroll diagram below.

5. Hafsa is placing these numbers in order. Where will her three remaining numbers

go?

6. Jackson is trying to complete the statement. One of the missing digits must be a

zero.

Investigate which digits Jackson can use to complete the statement.

RPS 

HW/Ext

classroomsecrets.co.uk
Homework/Extension – Compare and Order – Year 6 Expected

VF 

HW/Ext

VF 

HW/Ext

3, 2 7 5, 3 2 4 > 3, 4 3, 1 3

Between 5 million 

and 10 million

Between 1 million 

and 5 million

Odd 

thousand 

digit

Even

thousand 

digit

a. Five million, four hundred

and three thousand, six

hundred and eighty-five

b. 6,240,148 c. 4,956,129

d.

1,250,525 3,501,265

e. 7,104,482

3,426,139 1,078,421
Five million, four hundred and eight 

thousand, two hundred and thirty-one 

246,782 1,246,780 3,498,031 5,495,167 6,295,301

Smallest Greatest

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2019



Compare and Order

7. Sort the numbers using the Carroll diagram below.

8. Jasmin is placing these numbers in order. Where will her three remaining numbers

go?

9. Oscar is trying to complete the statement. More than one of the missing digits must

be a zero.

Investigate which digits Oscar can use to complete the statement.

RPS 

HW/Ext

classroomsecrets.co.uk
Homework/Extension – Compare and Order – Year 6 Greater Depth

VF 

HW/Ext

VF 

HW/Ext

2, 8 5, 4 0 5 > 2, 3 5, 9 0

Between 5 million 

and 10 million

Between 1 million 

and 5 million

Digits add 

to an even 

number

Digits add 

to an odd 

number

a. Eight million, six hundred

thousand and forty-seven

b. 3,705,009 c. 5,025,001

d.

3,009,450 1,951,558

e. 4,905,106

5,060,098 2,005,804
Three million, nine hundred thousand, 

two hundred and seven

2,005,094 2,010,798 3,901,350 3,905,270 5,006,150

Smallest Greatest

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2019



Homework/Extension
Compare and Order

 1.

2. 678,452; 1,825,465; 2,385,294; 2,835,791; 2,872,619; 4,989,248; 5,396,214; 5,936,214

3. Various answers, for example: 2,871,139; 2,771,139; 2,671,139.

4. 

5. 246,782; 1,078,421; 1,246,780; 3,426,139; 3,498,031; 5,408,231; 5,495,167; 6,295,301

6. Various answers, for example: 3,143,013; 3,043,113; 3,243,013.

8. 2,005,094; 2,005,804; 2,010,798; 3,900,207; 3,901,350; 3,905,270; 5,006,150; 5,060,098

9. Various answers, for example: 2,805,405 and 2,735,090; 2,805,405 and 2,035,590.

classroomsecrets.co.uk
Homework/Extension – Compare and Order ANSWERS

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2019

Between 0 million 

and 2 million

Between 2 million 

and 4 million

Thousand 

digit 5 or 

less

b

Thousand 

digit more 

than 5

d and e a and c

Between 5 million 

and 10 million

Between 1 million 

and 5 million

Odd 

thousand 

digit

a d

Even

thousand 

digit

b and e c

Between 5 million 

and 10 million

Between 1 million 

and 5 million

Digits add 

to an even 

number

b and d

Digits add 

to an odd 

number

a and c e



Rounding Numbers

1. Bruce the Banker has made some mistakes at work! Instead of simply looking after

their money, he has rounded the customers’ savings to different amounts!

Using the information from above and your knowledge of rounding, investigate the 

possible savings each customer could have started with before Bruce’s mistakes. 

What could Bruce’s mistake have been for each customer?

2. Dr. Hattenberg has recently discovered a new rainforest and is researching the

different insects living within it.

He says,

Using the information from above, explore the different combinations of insects that Dr.

Hattenberg could study by rounding the estimated population of each one first.

DP

DP

classroomsecrets.co.uk
Discussion Problems – Rounding Numbers – Year 6© Classroom Secrets Limited 2019

I checked my account 

and noticed my savings 

had almost doubled! 

My savings have 

increased by over four 

hundred thousand pounds! 

I used to have less than 

£3,600,000!

I had nearly saved as 

much as Angie, but have 

now lost nearly half of 

£10,000!Tony

Sam Angie

Bruce

I am trying to get a maximum 

number of 7.5 million insects to 

study but there is no way I can 

count them all individually!

Insect
Estimated 
Population

Ants 2,555,188

Spiders 1,571,243

Flies 3,672,129

Beetles 1,674,009

Stag Beetles 1,546,102

Cockroaches 2,585,091

Bees 904,381



Rounding Numbers

1. Bruce the Banker has made some mistakes at work! Instead of simply looking after

their money, he has rounded the customers’ savings to different amounts!

Using the information from above and your knowledge of rounding, investigate the 

possible savings each customer could have started with before Bruce’s mistakes. 

What could Bruce’s mistake have been for each customer?

Various answers, for example:

Sam – £3,500,000. Bruce has rounded to the nearest million.

Angie – £50,050. Bruce has rounded to the nearest hundred thousand.

Tony – £44,999. Bruce has rounded to the nearest ten thousand.

2. Dr. Hattenberg has recently discovered a new rainforest and is researching the

different insects living within it.

He says,

Using the information from above, explore the different combinations of insects that Dr.

Hattenberg could study by rounding the estimated population of each one first.

Various answers, for example:

Ants rounded to the nearest million – 3,000,000; Spiders rounded to the nearest 

hundred thousand – 1,600,000; Bees rounded to the nearest ten thousand – 900,000; 

Beetles rounded to the nearest million – 2,000,000.

3,000,000 + 1,600,000 + 900,000 + 2,000,000 = 7,500,000.

DP

DP

classroomsecrets.co.uk
Discussion Problems – Rounding Numbers ANSWERS© Classroom Secrets Limited 2019

I checked my account

and noticed my savings 

had almost doubled! 

My savings have 

increased by over four 

hundred thousand pounds! 

I used to have less than 

£3,600,000!

I had nearly saved as 

much as Angie, but have 

now lost nearly half of 

£10,000!Tony

Sam Angie

Bruce

I am trying to get a maximum 

number of 7.5 million insects to 

study but there is no way I can 

count them all individually!

Insect
Estimated 
Population

Ants 2,555,188

Spiders 1,571,243

Flies 3,672,129

Beetles 1,674,009

Stag Beetles 1,546,102

Cockroaches 2,585,091

Bees 904,381



Negative Numbers

1. The chart shows the goals for and against each team in a Sunday football league.

Using each team’s goal difference, complete their possible goals scored and goals

against.

2. Use the cards below to complete the magic square. Each row and column add up

to 0.

Is there more than one way to complete the magic square?

DP

DP

classroomsecrets.co.uk
Discussion Problems – Negative Numbers – Year 6© Classroom Secrets Limited 2019

Team
Goals 

Scored
Goals 

Against
Goal 

Difference

Langston Town +61

AFC Chesterton +27

Halderfax FC +6

Synders United +1

Austin Town -6

Malham Moor FC -8

Sandbeck-on-Sea -32

Barden Celtics AFC -56

0

-1 4 -212-3 -4 3



Negative Numbers

1. The chart shows the goals for and against each team in a Sunday football league.

Using each team’s goal difference, complete their possible goals scored and goals

against.

Various answers, for example:

2. Use the cards below to complete the magic square. Each row and column add up

to 0.

Various answers, for example: 

Is there more than one way to complete the magic square?

DP

DP

classroomsecrets.co.uk
Discussion Problems – Negative Numbers ANSWERS© Classroom Secrets Limited 2019

1 2 -3

-4 0 4

3 -2 -1

Team
Goals 

Scored
Goals 

Against
Goal 

Difference

Langston Town 108 47 +61

AFC Chesterton 52 25 +27

Halderfax FC 68 62 +6

Synders United 26 25 +1

Austin Town 31 37 -6

Malham Moor FC 25 33 -8

Sandbeck-on-Sea 44 76 -32

Barden Celtics AFC 96 152 -56



Negative Numbers

1. Work out the answers to the calculations below and place them in the correct

columns.

2. A bank has installed some function machines. Find the missing amounts of money

below.

3. Dr Blake is trying to get a mixture to reach a temperature between 5
o
C and 9

o
C.

She says,       

Is she correct? 

Find combinations to prove your answer.

Chemical A + 6
o
C

Chemical B + 8
o
C

Chemical C + 5
o
C

Chemical D + 7
o
C

Chemical E + 10
o
C

VF 

HW/Ext

VF 

HW/Ext

RPS 

HW/Ext

classroomsecrets.co.uk
Homework/Extension – Negative Numbers – Year 6 Developing

-9 + 8 -10 + 9 0 – -9

3 + -10 -3 + -4-7 + -2

+ £9

-£10

£5

-£9 £0

-£4

– £7

-£8A.

B.

C.

D.

-5 or below Between 0 and -5 0 or above

My mixture is currently at -9
o
C.

I can reach a desired 

temperature by adding 2 

chemicals to it.

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2019



Negative Numbers

4. Work out the answers to the calculations below and place them in the correct

columns.

5. A bank has installed some function machines. Find the missing amounts of money

below.

6. Dr Banner is trying to get a mixture to reach a temperature between 5
o
C and 12

o
C.

He says,     

Is he correct? 

Find combinations to prove your answer.

Chemical A + 2
o
C

Chemical B + 11
o
C

Chemical C + 7
o
C

Chemical D + 4
o
C

Chemical E + 13
o
C

Chemical F + 9
o
C

VF 

HW/Ext

VF 

HW/Ext

RPS 

HW/Ext

classroomsecrets.co.uk
Homework/Extension – Negative Numbers – Year 6 Expected

-10 or below Between 0 and -10 0 or above

-3 + 9 -10 – 16 7 – -9

3 + -12 -9 + -4-17 + -2

+ £7

-£8

£5

-£6 £1

-£9.50

– £6.50

-£7.50A.

B.

C.

D.

My mixture is currently at -17
o
C.

I can reach a desired 

temperature by adding 3 

chemicals to it.

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2019



Negative Numbers

7. Work out the answers to the calculations below and place them in the correct

columns.

8. A bank has installed some function machines. Find the missing amounts of money

below.

9. Dr Parker is trying to get a mixture to reach a temperature between 7
o
C and 13.5

o
C.

She says,       

Is she correct? 

Find combinations to prove your answer.

Chemical A + 3.5
o
C

Chemical B + 11.5
o
C

Chemical C + 6.5
o
C

Chemical D + 13
o
C

Chemical E + 7.5
o
C

Chemical F + 9
o
C

VF 

HW/Ext

VF 

HW/Ext

RPS 

HW/Ext

classroomsecrets.co.uk
Homework/Extension – Negative Numbers – Year 6 Greater Depth© Classroom Secrets Limited 2019

-4 + 12 -9.5 – 12 12.5 – -7

4.5 + -13 -4 + -5-13.5 + -2.5

My mixture is currently at -19
o
C.

I can reach a desired 

temperature by adding 4 

chemicals to it.

+ £5.50

-£7

£0

-£7.50

-£10.50

– £4.50

-£6A.

B.

C.

D.

-10 or below Between 0 and -10 0 or above



Homework/Extension
Negative Numbers

1. -5 or below: 3 + -10 = -7;  -7 + -2 = -9;  -3 + -4 = -7

Between 0 and -5: -9 + 8 = -1;  -10 + 9 = -1

0 or above: 0 – -9 = 9

2. A. -£1

B. -£4, -£2

C. - £7

D. £5, -£2

3. Various answers, for example: Dr Blake is correct.

He could add chemicals D and E to his mixture which would increase the temperature 
to 8

o
C as -9 + 7 + 10 = 8.

4. -10 or below: -10 – 16 = -26;  -17 + -2 = -19;  -9 + -4 = -13

Between 0 and -10: 3 + -12 = -9

0 or above: -3 + 9 = 6;  7 – -9 = 16

5. A. -£1

B. -£2, -£1.50

C. £1, £5.50

D. -£2.50, -£9

6. Various answers, for example: Dr Banner is correct.

He could add chemicals A, E and F to his mixture which would increase the temperature 
to 7

o
C as -17 + 2 + 13 + 9 = 7.

7. -10 or below: -9.5 – 12 = -21.5;  -13.5 + -2.5 = -16

Between 0 and -10: 4.5 + -13 = -8.5;  -4 + -5 = -9

0 or above: -4 + 12 = 8; 12.5 – -7 = 19.5

8. A. -£1.50

B. -£5.50, -£4.50

C. -£2, - £6.50

D. -£5, -£9.50

9. Various answers, for example: Dr Parker is correct.

He could add chemicals A, B, C and F to his mixture which would increase the

temperature to 11.5
o
C as -19 + 3.5 + 11.5 + 6.5 + 9 = 11.5.

classroomsecrets.co.uk
Homework/Extension – Negative Numbers ANSWERS© Classroom Secrets Limited 2019



Macbeth

First performed in 1606, Macbeth is a very popular play created by the famous playwright, 
William Shakespeare. Several of Shakespeare’s plays are witty comedies, but Macbeth is a 
dark and terrible tale; a tragedy. The play is set in wild and war-torn Scotland around the 
same time as the Vikings existed. Imagine yourself in a theatre. As the lights begin to dim a 
hush settles over the audience. The stage curtain rises slowly. Everything begins with three 
mysterious witches...

‘When shall we three meet again; in thunder, lightning or in rain?’ (Macbeth: Act 1, Scene 1)

Thunder booms as forked lightning streaks brightly across the face of the night. In a deserted 
place, the trio of cackling witches secretly gather. They seek Macbeth.

‘We wait until the hurly burly’s done; until the battles are lost and won,’ they decide, ‘before 
the setting of the sun. We will confront him as he travels homeward.’

Macbeth and his loyal comrade, Banquo, are both experienced generals in King Duncan’s 
Scottish army. They have been engaged in two vicious wars against the invading Irish and 
Norwegian armies but they are finally victorious! Weary and battle-scarred, but flushed with 
success, they are wending their way home. A mysterious and ominous storm swirls strangely 
around them, soaking them to the skin and nearly blinding them. As they continue to trudge 
through whipping wind and the bitterly heavy downpour, three indistinct shapes begin to 
emerge in front of them. Slowly the shapes become clear... The three witches have arrived.

‘Greetings to Macbeth, soon to be Lord of Cawdor!’ one of the ugly witches announces shrilly 
to the soldiers and the storm.

‘Greetings to Macbeth, destined for the crown!’ cries another cackling voice through the rain. 

Confusion is written across Macbeth and Banquo’s faces. Who on earth are these hags? Are 
they soothsayers? Will their predictions actually come to pass? Macbeth is so astounded by 
their outrageous claims that for a moment he is struck completely dumb! Banquo however is 
intrigued, and steps forward boldly.  

‘And what about me, you weird witches?’ demands Banquo, eagerly. ‘If you really can predict 
the future, tell me where my path will lead me! I am not afraid.’

‘Your future... Hmm... Not so happy but also much happier!’ declare the witches cryptically. 
‘You shall never wear a crown, but your family will rule Scotland!’

Macbeth drags himself out of his shocked silence, desperate
to make further enquiries. But like wisps of smoke caught in
the wind, the witches abruptly vanish without another word,
and Macbeth’s cries for answers are lost in the storm.
Wondering at what they have just encountered, the two

Did you know?
It is thought to be 
unlucky to say the word 
‘Macbeth’ in theatre. 
People call it ‘The Scottish 
Play’ instead!

classroomsecrets.com
Comprehension – Macbeth – Y5m/Y6s – Genius© Classroom Secrets Limited 2017

Like this? Find more differentiated 
Shakespeare resources here.



baffled warriors begin to march home again. Distracting questions flashing through their 
minds, they nearly miss the sound of approaching horses. Mounted messengers from King 
Duncan arrive with some dumbfounding news; the King has replaced the traitorous former 
Lord of Cawdor with Macbeth! Macbeth is completely astounded - the wild and weird witches 
are right! 

Will all their predictions come true? Will Macbeth actually be crowned King? Stunned, he 
hastily scribbles a note to his wife outlining the astonishing situation. 

‘Is this a dagger which I see before me, the handle toward my hand?’ (Act 2, Scene 1)

A little while later, the generals make a triumphant entrance through the gates of Macbeth’s 
castle, celebrating with King Duncan as their honoured guest. But the welcome is not as 
genuine as it first appears. Lady Macbeth has read the letter and is consumed by evil desires, 
which she forces on her husband in secret.

‘Assassinate Duncan tonight and claim the throne!’ she whispers urgently, greed flickering in 
her eyes. ‘Don’t hesitate. No one will uncover the truth if we are careful, and you will be 
crowned as King!’

At first, Macbeth is reluctant and resists the idea, but his wife keeps pressuring him and 
accuses him of cowardice. His resistance falters and he eventually agrees to murder the King. 
Between them, they devise an evil and cunning plot, and despite seeing an ominous vision of 
a bloody dagger, Macbeth resolves to carry out the plan. Lady Macbeth gets the King’s 
attendants drunk, and their loud snores conceal Macbeth’s creeping footsteps as he slinks 
past them into the slumbering King’s bedroom. Heart thumping, the hunter stalks his prey. 
One step closer... Duncan mutters quietly in his sleep. Another step closer... He settles, 
peaceful once more. A final step... Tightly grasping the servants’ knives, Macbeth stands 
ready over the King’s bed.  An owl shrieks in the night. The King draws one... last... breath... 

When the corpse is discovered, Macbeth immediately declares the guilt of the two servants 
and executes them himself, pretending he is outraged at Duncan’s death. The murdered King’s 
two sons, Malcolm and Donalbain, fear for their lives and hastily flee to England and Ireland 
respectively. With no remaining heir to claim King Duncan’s throne, a choice is to be made. 
Macbeth is considered to be a worthy successor and finds himself crowned as the new King of 
Scotland. The witches are right a second time! Rather than celebrating, however, Macbeth 
finds himself more anxious than ever. If the witches were right in their predictions about him, 
perhaps they will be right about Banquo’s children ruling over Scotland – will they challenge 
or even kill Macbeth? 

Terrified, Macbeth hires some heartless mercenaries to ambush Banquo and his son Fleance
on the way to a feast. Banquo is slain in the attack but Fleance escapes with his life. When 
the hired murderers report that they have only half succeeded, Macbeth becomes even more 
paranoid. When he attends the feast that evening, he finds himself confronted with the grisly 
sight of Banquo’s ghost shaking its gory head as him! As only Macbeth is plagued by the 
vision, his guests begin to wonder if he is losing his mind. 

classroomsecrets.com
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‘Double, double toil and trouble; fire burn and cauldron bubble.’ (Act 4, Scene 1)

Macbeth is now desperately seeking advice. With few options available he hurries to find the
three witches, finally discovering them in a dim cave which gapes like a dark mouth in the 
side of a mountain. The gruesome trio are busy chanting and throwing vile ingredients into a 
mysterious, bubbling cauldron.

‘Help me, you secret, evil and midnight hags!’ demands Macbeth breathlessly, his wide eyes 
reflecting the witches’ flickering fire. Slowly and rhythmically, the witches chant and sway, 
adding yet more disgusting substances to their potion; pig’s blood, the sweat of a murderer... 

Colourful fingers of smoke begin to snake and writhe upwards from the pot, twisting and 
knotting, twisting and knotting. One by one, three strange creatures emerge, delivering 
cryptic messages.

‘Beware Macduff, the Lord of Fife!’ moans the first creature grimly. Anxiously, Macbeth 
rushes to ask a question, but he is instantly silenced by the witches.

‘You can’t be harmed by any man who has been born from a woman!’ screeches the second 
creature as it rises with a hiss from the scalding liquid. Macbeth is understandably reassured. 
Surely this means he will never be wounded or defeated! Whom should he fear now? Let 
Macduff do as he wills!

‘You are secure until Birnam Forest marches to Dunsinane castle!’ cackles the third creature 
wildly, and Macbeth is finally calmed. Trees are immovable!

But his happiness is short lived. Before he can protest the witches produce a parade of many 
golden-crowned kings, who are trailed by Banquo’s grinning ghost. These are the noble rulers 
of Scotland who will rise from Banquo’s family! Macbeth flies into a bitter rage, shouting at 
the witches as they vanish, cursing his terrible visit. His anger swells quickly, blazing like a 
forest fire until it consumes him and he orders a brutal attack on Macduff’s home.

Meanwhile, Macduff has realised how treacherous and unstable Macbeth has become and 
without suspecting the attack, he flees to England to find an army. He plans to make 
Scotland safe again by defeating Macbeth. Soon he is reunited with Duncan’s son Malcolm, 
who is living as a guest of King Edward (of England) and has gathered a fearsome army with 
the help of a nobleman called Lord Siward. While the two of them are discussing the 
situation, however, a sorrowful messenger arrives bearing terrible news. Macduff’s family 
have been captured and horribly murdered by Macbeth’s soldiers.

‘Macbeth deserves to die for all the despicable deeds he has committed!’ cries Malcolm 
angrily. ‘Let your grief feed your desire for vengeance!’

‘Together we will overthrow Macbeth!’ howls Macduff, tears of rage and sorrow flooding his 
eyes. Without further hesitation, the two of them set out, hungry for revenge, marching 
swiftly with thousands of hard men to Scotland. To Dunsinsane. To Macbeth.
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‘Hail king! For so thou art: behold, where stands the usurper’s cursed head’ (Act 5, Scene 8)

Macbeth remains in Scotland, preparing for his enemies by fortifying Dunsinane castle. Lady
Macbeth is increasingly paranoid that their crimes will be discovered and avenged, and soon 
her anxiety drives her insane. She is seen sleepwalking, muttering fearfully to herself and 
vigorously scrubbing at her hands, convinced they are covered in permanent bloodstains. 
Wracked with pain and guilt she dies, and when Macbeth receives the news he is almost 
overcome by hopelessness, dismally contemplating the point of life. But he drums up courage 
and refuses to give in, certain that the witches’ messages guarantee his survival.

Then, in the distance, a sight is seen which grips the murderous King’s heart in the cold clutch 
of dread. Beating drums and pounding footsteps begin to make the ground tremble. Malcolm 
and Macduff are leading their huge army towards Macbeth’s fortress. To disguise how many 
soldiers are with them, the two leaders have cut down tree branches from nearby Birnam
Wood and insisted that every soldier carry a large, leafy branch in front of them. The forest is 
advancing on Dunsinane castle! Many of his soldiers are deserting him. Fear feels like a heavy 
stone in the King’s chest. But still he clings desperately to one, final hope. No man can harm 
him! The witches said so! They have been correct about everything else!

‘The only weapon I fear is the sword carried by a motherless man!’ screams Macbeth 
defiantly, urging his remaining men into a frenzied charge. The two armies smash together in 
a dramatic battle. The noise of weapons and screams fills the air. Macbeth is like a 
whirlwind; slashing, cutting, easily defeating every soldier he faces. Macduff is alert, on the 
hunt, searching eagerly, craving revenge. In the heart of the battle, the two enemies finally 
come face to face.

‘Don’t waste your life attempting to fight me! You might as well hack at the air! I can’t be 
wounded by any man who has been born!’ Macbeth leers confidently. 

‘Ha! Then now is the time for fear to flood your veins! I was not born the normal way!’ 
Macduff shouts scornfully over the wild clanging of blades and armour.

As Macbeth feels his final hope die, he knows that now he will too. With a desperate cry, he 
charges wildly at Macduff. Their swords and shields crash together violently! Their epic fight 
rages all over the castle until eventually, Macduff beats Macbeth to the floor. With a howl of 
victory and a swing of his sword, he severs 
Macbeth’s head. The witches are proved right 
for the last time!

The lights come on and the stage curtain falls.
As they leave the theatre, the audience cannot
possibly forget Macbeth. The dark story
dramatically shows how one evil and greedy
decision leads to events spiralling out of control.
So think carefully before you act and make
sure to take heed of those three scheming witches!

Did you know?
Shakespeare wrote ‘Macbeth’ when 
King James I ruled England and 
Scotland. King James thought he was 
descended from Banquo. Could King 
James be one of the kings shown by 
the witches? Some people think 
Shakespeare put that vision in the 
play to make himself popular with 
the King!
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Macbeth

Put these events in the order that they happen in the story.

A. Macbeth is killed.

B. Macbeth and Banquo see the witches.

C. Macbeth’s wife goes mad.

D. Macbeth kills the king.

E. Macbeth sees the witches.

The witches only say one thing to Banquo, but it scares Macbeth.

1. Why would Macbeth be worried about Banquo’s children becoming kings? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Why would Fleance’s escape make Macbeth even more scared? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why does Macbeth go to the witches for a second time?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In the whole play the witches say that six things will happen or be true in the future.

1. What is the sixth thing they say? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What happens which shows the sixth thing they say is true?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Macbeth is a play full of interesting characters.

1. Who do you think is the best or nicest character in the play? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Who do you think is the worst or meanest character in the play? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Two of these sentences about the story are true and two are false. Put ‘True’ or ‘False’ next to 

the right sentences.

A. The story takes place in Ireland.  _____________________________

B. William Shakespeare wrote the play.  _____________________________

C. Macduff was not born the normal way.  _____________________________

D. Macbeth kills Macduff.  _____________________________

In this story the writer shows that every time a person decides to do something, other 

things happen because of what they do. What do you think is the biggest decision made by a 

character in the story? Why is the decision so important? Remember to think about what the 

decision leads to.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Whose body is found before Macbeth blames the servants?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The text you have just read does not just tell a story. Find and explain one way that the 

writer has used a different type of writing.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

When she is speaking to Macbeth about killing King Duncan, Macbeth’s wife ‘whispers’ to 

him. What does the word ‘whispers’ tell you about the plan and how she is feeling?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Using the right tense is very important as a writer. Different tenses change how readers 

understand a text.

1. What tense has the writer used when telling the actual story of Macbeth? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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2. How does using this tense help to make a reader feel like they are in a theatre watching 

the play? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Tick one word from the list which you think best describes Macbeth. Find and copy

a sentence from the text and explain why you chose your word.

A.  cruel

B.  clever

C.  foolish

D.  weak-minded

E.  strong-minded

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

‘Behold, where stands the usurper’s cursed head’. 

Read the last section of the story again. Who do you think the ‘cursed head’ belonged to?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What does the word ‘trudge’ tell you about Macbeth and Banquo as they walk through the 

storm?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

‘With no heir to claim King Duncan’s throne Macbeth is crowned as the new King of 

Scotland!’

1. What is an ‘heir’? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Which famous person has an heir in Britain today? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Find and explain one way which the writer creates suspense and tension when describing the 

scene where King Duncan is murdered.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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What does it mean that the messengers from King Duncan are ‘mounted’?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The four subheadings are each a quotation from William Shakespeare’s play script for 

‘Macbeth’. What is useful about the writer of this text putting ‘Act’ and ‘Scene’ numbers after 

the quotation? Tick one answer.

A. It helps you to know who says the words.

B. It helps you to know how many people are on stage.

C. It helps you to look up where the quotation appears in the play script.

D. It helps you to understand how many sentences are in the play script.

At the start of the story, Macbeth and Banquo are both trusted and honourable generals. But 

as the story moves on one is shown to be good, loyal and worthy while the other is revealed 

to be evil, treacherous and despicable. How does including the ‘Did you know?’ boxes help 

you to understand why Shakespeare chose to write about the characters this way?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Macbeth

Put these events in the order that they happen in the story.

A. Macbeth is killed. 5

B. Macbeth and Banquo see the witches. 1

C. Macbeth’s wife goes mad. 4

D. Macbeth kills the king. 2

E. Macbeth sees the witches. 3

The witches only say one thing to Banquo, but it scares Macbeth.

1. Why would Macbeth be worried about Banquo’s children becoming kings? The other 

things the witches said have come true. If Banquo’s children are going to become kings, 

they will have to get rid of Macbeth and his children. 

2. Why would Fleance’s escape make Macbeth even more scared?  Fleance escaping means 

that there is still a chance that what the witches said will come true. There is still 

someone from Banquo’s family who could become king, and who might kill Macbeth to 

do it.

Why does Macbeth go to the witches for a second time? He needs their help and is worried.

In the whole play the witches say that six things will happen or be true in the future.

1. What is the sixth thing they say? That Macbeth is safe until trees move towards his 

castle.

2. What happens which shows the sixth thing they say is true? Macduff and Malcolm’s 

army arrives at Macbeth’s castle carrying tree branches.

Macbeth is a play full of interesting characters.

1. Who do you think is the best or nicest character in the play? Why? Various answers; 

must be justified.

2. Who do you think is the worst or meanest character in the play? Why? Various answers; 

must be justified.
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Two of these sentences about the story are true and two are false. Put ‘True’ or ‘False’ next to 

the right sentences.

A. The story takes place in Ireland.  False

B. William Shakespeare wrote the play.  True

C. Macduff was not born the normal way.  True

D. Macbeth kills Macduff.  False

In this story the writer shows that every time a person decides to do something, other 

things happen because of what they do. What do you think is the biggest decision made by a 

character in the story? Why is the decision so important? Remember to think about what the 

decision leads to.  Various answers; must be justified.

Whose body is found before Macbeth blames the servants?  King Duncan’s body

The text you have just read does not just tell a story. Find and explain one way that the 

writer has used a different type of writing.  The writer has written a factual/non-fiction 

introduction before starting the fictional narrative. The writer has included quotations from 

the play. 

When she is speaking to Macbeth about killing King Duncan, Macbeth’s wife ‘whispers’ to 

him. What does the word ‘whispers’ tell you about the plan and how she is feeling?

She wants the plan to remain a secret and is nervous/concerned about being overheard and 

discovered. She knows how terrible it would be for their treachery to be discovered.

Using the right tense is very important as a writer. Different tenses change how readers 

understand a text.

1. What tense has the writer used when telling the actual story of Macbeth?  Present tense
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2. How does using this tense help to make a reader feel like they are in a theatre watching 

the play? The story is presented as happening live before the reader in real time, just as 

the action and dialogue of a play takes place in front of an audience live.

Tick one word from the list which you think best describes Macbeth. Find and copy

a sentence from the text and explain why you chose your word.

A.  cruel

B.  clever

C.  foolish

D.  weak-minded

E.  strong-minded

Any selection is valid as long as it is justified by the copied sentence and explanation.

‘Behold, where stands the usurper’s cursed head’. 

Read the last section of the story again. Who do you think the ‘cursed head’ belonged to?  

Macbeth

What does the word ‘trudge’ tell you about Macbeth and Banquo as they walk through the 

storm?  Various answers possible along the lines of the following: they are tired; they are 

finding it slow and tedious to walk through the storm; they are discouraged by the harshness 

of the weather; they are determined to get home and have set their minds to keeping going in 

spite of their weariness and the weather.

‘With no heir to claim King Duncan’s throne Macbeth is crowned as the new King of 

Scotland!’

1. What is an ‘heir’?  A person who is entitled to become King or Queen when the previous 

monarch dies.

2. Which famous person has an heir in Britain today?  The Queen

Find and explain one way which the writer creates suspense and tension when describing the 

scene where King Duncan is murdered.  Various answers; must be justified. Some examples: 

short sentences; use of ellipses to mimic the King’s breathing; others are possible.
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What does it mean that the messengers from King Duncan are ‘mounted’?  It means they are 

riding horses.

The four subheadings are each a quotation from William Shakespeare’s play script for 

‘Macbeth’. What is useful about the writer of this text putting ‘Act’ and ‘Scene’ numbers after 

the quotation? Tick one answer.

A. It helps you to know who says the words.

B. It helps you to know how many people are on stage.

C. It helps you to look up where the quotation appears in the play script.

D. It helps you to understand how many sentences are in the play script.

At the start of the story, Macbeth and Banquo are both trusted and honourable generals. But 

as the story moves on one is shown to be good, loyal and worthy while the other is revealed 

to be evil, treacherous and despicable. How does including the ‘Did you know?’ boxes help 

you to understand why Shakespeare chose to write about the characters this way?  Including 

facts about the play alongside the story helps a reader to understand how Shakespeare’s 

motives might have influenced his writing. He would want to portray the ancestors of the 

king as brave, trustworthy and honourable (and their enemies as wicked) because that would 

please the king and make Shakespeare more popular.

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2017

Like this? Find more differentiated 
Shakespeare resources here.



classroomsecrets.com
Comprehension – 25 Years of the Internet – Y5m/Y6s – Genius 

25 Years of the Internet

The internet is a marvel of modern technology. It is only 25 years old but it has completely 

revolutionised the way the world works. So what on earth is the internet? Who was the genius who 

invented it? How has it changed the world so drastically in such a short period of time? Find the 

answers to these questions and more as you keep reading!

What is the internet?

The internet is an enormous and complex network which carries electronic data and information all 

over the world. It is like a wide-stretching web which links millions of items of technology with each 

other. Computers, televisions, mobile phones and tablets are all joined together by a gigantic system 

of huge underground cables, tiny household wires and even wireless connections. Soon our toasters, 

lights and cars will be linked in as well. Millions upon millions of signals and messages are sent 

zipping around the internet system 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. Particularly in the developed 

world, people are becoming ever more reliant on the internet and the shortcuts it offers. We also use it 

for an increasingly wide variety of things, such as viewing websites, watching our favourite video clips 

and sending emails.

Who made it?

Smaller networks – which were similar in design to the modern internet – were created 50 years ago, 

but they were relatively tiny and required particular expertise to operate. They were designed mainly 

to be used by university academics and the military so very few people outside these fields used them 

at all. Then in 1990, a brainy British scientist called Tim Berners-Lee invented something he called the 

World Wide Web, which connected networks all over the world and was simple enough for normal 

people to use and add content to. In 1991, he shared his transformative invention with the planet, 

and it exploded into businesses and households across the world. Nowadays anybody and everybody 

can use the internet easily! 

Changing the World

Tim Berners-Lee only created the first website in 1990, but now half the population on Earth use the 

World Wide Web regularly! That very first website was a simple page describing Berners-Lee’s project 

to create his World Wide Web; now there are over one billion websites in existence! Once people had 

access to the internet they very quickly realised that ‘the Web’ (as it became known) let people do 

things they had previously thought were impossible. Millions of websites were created very rapidly 

with all sorts of information and features.
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Early internet use took place across the network of telephone lines which had spread across the world 

since that technology had been invented by Alexander Graham Bell in 1876. Mobile phones only 

became common very recently; previously people used to have just one phone in their house, which 

was linked to everyone else’s phones by telephone wires. Early on in the life of the internet, people 

could not be on the internet and the phone at the same time because they used the same wires! People 

used to have to ‘dial-up’ the internet like you do when you make a phone call! 

Nowadays we have wireless networks, broadband and amazing new wire technology called ‘fibre-

optics’ which use light to transmit information. All of this means we can have faster access to the 

internet in many more places. As the internet system grows and develops, new technologies will 

replace what we have now. By the end of your life, who can imagine what wonders will exist?

The internet is so revolutionary because it connects people almost instantly and is capable of so many 

different functions. Using the internet, a person in China can easily have a conversation with 

somebody in America about a visit or a joint business venture; it is just as quick and simple as talking 

to someone across a desk or the office! The internet also offers people a much more extensive choice of 

things to buy than a local shop or even a shopping centre ever could; for example, someone in Britain 

can buy a car from Australia with a few clicks of their computer mouse! 

It is clear from the amount of money made by internet companies that ‘online’ business is very big 

business indeed. Amazon, the online retailer, was recently valued at 69.4 billion dollars! Facebook 

(the social media website) earned its inventor, Mark Zuckerberg, 1.6 billion dollars in a single day. 

Using internet is now one of the most important parts of running a business.

The amount of new things added to the internet is showing no signs of slowing down; if anything, it is 

speeding up! The possibilities seem to only be limited by people’s imaginations! Nowadays, people can 

meet and fall in love on dating websites. They can store all their precious photos and record memories 

on social media. They can spread new ideas far and wide on the internet and people are constantly 

searching for answers on the search engine Google. In fact, Google has become so widely used that 

‘googling’ something (searching on Google) has become a common word! Many people have become 

millionaires simply by making videos in their house which they share online! New websites, new 

technology and new ideas are constantly being added. The internet has made progress happen faster 

than anyone would have believed 25 years ago. Tim Berners-Lee’s invention has completely 

revolutionised the way the world works.
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25 Years of the Internet

1. Who made the first website?

2. Which information goes with which bit of history? Put the letters next to the right answer.

A. The first website was made.

B. Things like the modern internet were made.

C. Half the people in the world use the internet.

3. Write down one way you use the internet. Then write down one way an adult you know 

might use the internet.

4. The title says ‘25 Years of the Internet’. Find and copy the sentence which shows that this is 

a good choice for the title.

5. ‘It links lots of things together.’ Think of a word which you could use instead of ‘links’. 

6. Not many people remember when ‘things like the modern internet were made 50 years ago’. 

Why does the world remember the start of the World Wide Web?

7. ‘Things like the modern internet were made 50 years ago, but they were smaller.’

a. What does the word ‘modern’ mean?

b. Rewrite the sentence using a word (or words) other than ‘modern’.

50 years ago

1990

Today
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8. Sometimes the writing in books which tell us facts is split up into different parts. Why has 

the writer split this writing into different parts?

9. This piece of writing has a very clear structure.

a. What is the purpose of the introduction?

b. How does the way the rest of the writing is presented connect it to the introduction?

10. Make a list of five things which people use the internet for. Your answers must come from 

the text. 

11. Tara says ‘This piece of writing is about how the internet has changed the world’. Explain 

how the first and last paragraphs show Tara is right. 

12. ‘The internet is a marvel of technology.’ Copy from a dictionary what the word ‘marvel’ 

means in this sentence. 

13. What is the effect of the writer saying that signals and messages are sent ‘zipping’ around 

the internet?

14. Which two groups used similar networks years before the invention of the World Wide 

Web? 

15. ‘So what on earth is the internet?’ (Paragraph 1). What is the effect of the italics on the 

word ‘is’?

16. What does the word ‘exploded’ mean when the author says the World Wide Web ‘exploded 

into businesses and households across the world’?

17. Do you think the internet was used as much as it is today when people had to ‘dial-up’? 

Copy and explain a phrase from the text which supports your answer.
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18. When the author describes the internet as ‘like a...web’, what figure of speech is being used?

19. By describing the web discussed in the previous question as ‘wide-reaching’ what writing 

technique is the author using?

20. This text is all about how the internet has changed the world. Now you have read it, what 

do you think is the biggest or most important way the world has been changed by the 

World Wide Web? Give two reasons for your answer.
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25 Years of the Internet

1. Who made the first website?  Tim Berners-Lee

2. Which information goes with which bit of history? Put the letters next to the right answer.

A. The first website was made.

B. Things like the modern internet were made.

C. Half the people in the world use the internet.

3. Write down one way you use the internet. Then write down one way an adult you know 

might use the internet.  Personal answers which must make sense.

4. The title says ‘25 Years of the Internet’. Find and copy the sentence which shows that this is 

a good choice for the title.  ‘In 1991 he shared it with everyone, and now anybody can use 

the internet!’

5. ‘It links lots of things together.’ Think of a word which you could use instead of ‘links’.  

Joins; connects; attaches; combines; ties.

6. Not many people remember when ‘things like the modern internet were made 50 years ago’. 

Why does the world remember the start of the World Wide Web?  The world remembers it 

because the World Wide Web brought internet use to the world.

7. ‘Things like the modern internet were made 50 years ago, but they were smaller.’

a. What does the word ‘modern’ mean?  To do with present or recent times; contemporary; 

happening nowadays.

b. Rewrite the sentence using a word (or words) other than ‘modern’.  Various answers 

possible; answers must make sense and include a synonym for ‘modern’.

8. Sometimes the writing in books which tell us facts is split up into different parts. Why has 

the writer split this writing into different parts?  Either to make it easier to read and find 

the right information; or to answer the questions asked in the introduction.

50 years ago B

1990 A

Today C
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9. This piece of writing has a very clear structure.

a. What is the purpose of the introduction?  To briefly explain what the piece is about and 

to indicate what further information will be provided.

b. How does the way the rest of the writing is presented connect it to the introduction?

It is split into three sections which repeat and directly answer the questions posed in the 

introduction.

10. Make a list of five things which people use the internet for. Your answers must come from 

the text.  Any 5 of the following: viewing websites; watching video clips; sending emails; 

speaking to people around the world; business conversations; buying cars; falling in love; 

storing photos; spreading ideas; becoming millionaires by making and sharing videos.

11. Tara says ‘This piece of writing is about how the internet has changed the world’. Explain 

how the first and last paragraphs show Tara is right. Both the first and last paragraphs of 

the piece contain the phrase ‘it has completely changed the world’. It begins and ends with 

that message.

12. ‘The internet is a marvel of technology.’ Copy from a dictionary what the word ‘marvel’ 

means in this sentence.  Answers will vary depending on the dictionary used; however, any 

answer given must be a definition of ‘marvel’ which is appropriate for this context.

13. What is the effect of the writer saying that signals and messages are sent ‘zipping’ around 

the internet?  It conveys a sense of speed and busyness.

14. Which two groups used similar networks years before the invention of the World Wide 

Web?  Universities and the military

15. ‘So what on earth is the internet?’ (Paragraph 1). What is the effect of the italics on the 

word ‘is’? They place emphasis on the word and show that a major focus of the text is 

going to be what the internet actually comprises of.

16. What does the word ‘exploded’ mean when the author says the World Wide Web ‘exploded 

into businesses and households across the world’?  It means that it had an immediate and 

unmissable impact; it was used in businesses and households instantly.

17. Do you think the internet was used as much as it is today when people had to ‘dial-up’? 

Copy and explain a phrase from the text which supports your answer.  No; any phrases 

which mention the sharing of phone lines; the inability to be on the telephone and internet 

at the same time; or the fact that access was less instantaneous are applicable. The choice 

of quotation must be explained.
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18. When the author describes the internet as ‘like a...web’, what figure of speech is being used?  

A simile

19. By describing the web discussed in the previous question as ‘wide-reaching’ what writing 

technique is the author using? Personification

20. This text is all about how the internet has changed the world. Now you have read it, what 

do you think is the biggest or most important way the world has been changed by the 

World Wide Web? Give two reasons for your answer.  Various answers; must be justified 

with two reasons or examples from the text.
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William Shakespeare

William Shakespeare was an immensely skilled and highly creative writer who penned plays 
and poems. He lived many centuries ago but modern readers still love and admire his work, 
and many people consider him to be the most talented wordsmith who has ever lived.

His Life
William Shakespeare was born in 1564 and baptised a few days later on the 26th of April at 
Holy Trinity, his local parish church. It is believed that his birthday was the 23rd of April, 
although no records exist to prove this. His father, John Shakespeare, was a wool and 
leather merchant who made and sold leather gloves and later rose to the positions of 
alderman and bailiff (official town positions a bit like a modern day mayor). His mother was 
called Mary Arden; the daughter (and heiress) of a wealthy landowner from nearby 
Wilmcote. William spent his youth with his five siblings; two older sisters called Joan and 
Judith and three younger brothers called Gilbert, Richard and Edmund. The Shakespeare 
family resided in a relatively small market town called Stratford-upon-Avon. 

It is not known for certain where William was educated, but most scholars believe he 
learned to read and write at the King’s New School in Stratford. It is likely that he was 
taught the ancient Roman language of Latin, and studied many texts written by Roman 
authors. A clear knowledge of these ancient tales and references to them are obvious in his 
plays and poetry, and several of the narratives he wrote focus on historical Roman 
characters. The plays ‘Julius Caesar’ and ‘Anthony and Cleopatra’  are all about prominent 
Roman leaders, and the grand poem ‘Venus and Adonis’ is based on a story originally 
written by the Roman author Ovid.

When William was eighteen years old he wedded a woman called Anne Hathaway who was 
eight years his senior, and already expecting their first child. She was a resident of the tiny 
nearby village of Shottery and their wedding was held on November 28th, 1582 in the city 
of Worcester. They had three children together; a daughter called Susanna and twins called 
Judith and Hamnet. Unfortunately, Hamnet perished from unknown causes when he was 
only eleven years old.

There is no conclusive evidence to tell us what William did for the seven years after the birth 
of the twins, and so scholars refer to these years as ‘The Lost Years’. Several theories exist; 
perhaps William was in hiding after committing a crime, or maybe he was a school master 
in Lancashire. Unless more evidence is discovered, it will remain a mystery. But we do know 
that by 1592 he had made the 103 mile journey to live in the bustling city of London while 
his family remained in Stratford. 

Sixteenth Century London was one of the most populated cities in the world, and certainly 
much larger than Stratford! It was swelling in size, with new settlements and slums 
constantly springing up outside the strong city walls. To the eyes of a young man from 
Stratford, it must have appeared as if the city was bursting with people, like an overflowing 
cup! William seized hold of the opportunities he found in the rapidly expanding city. 
Selecting the theatre as his path, he performed as an actor and penned several plays. In 
those days, theatre groups put on a different play each day, so it was essential to have a 
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wide variety of scripts! Different acting companies were competing with each other and other 
forms of entertainment, such as public executions and bear-baiting (watching dogs and bears 
fight), so it was useful to have a writer who could devise humorous, heart-wrenching or 
bloodthirsty plays. 

Alongside his stage work, William was also paid to write some lengthy narrative poems by a 
wealthy man called Henry Wriothesley, who was the Earl of Southampton. Aristocrats often 
sponsored poets and playwrights, and if they did, they were known as ‘patrons’. Eventually 
William became one of the managing partners of a popular theatre group known as ‘The 
Lord Chamberlain’s Men’. They became increasingly famous and when James the First was 
coronated as the King of England, they quickly (and shrewdly!) altered their name to ‘The 
King’s Men’. 

Rich and poor people alike really enjoyed Shakespeare’s plays for their witty characters and 
compelling narratives; even Queen Elizabeth the First of England requested to see some of 
them performed at the Royal Court! His writing made him relatively rich and by 1599 he and 
several other men had invested money in the construction of a new theatre. They named it 
‘The Globe’. This project, and the increasing popularity of his writing, made him even more 
successful and he soon purchased some land near Stratford. The land doubled in value and 
with this extra source of income he was able to buy ‘New Place’, the second-largest house in 
Stratford, for his family. He also bought an expensive new house for himself in London, on a 
fashionable road called ‘Silver Street’. 

In 1611, William finally moved back to Stratford and spent the rest of his days there until he 
died, apparently of a fever, in 1616 aged fifty-two. Legend has it that he died on his 
birthday, but we do not know for certain. In his will he left his ‘second-best bed’ to his wife 
Anne; historians wonder what that says about their marriage! By the time of his death 
William had penned 37 plays, 154 short poems (known as ‘sonnets’ because of the structural 
pattern they always followed) and five long narrative poems. 

His Plays
Shakespeare’s plays were designed to entertain and captivate audiences, and so they all 
contain elements of happiness, sadness and action. However, modern scholars separate his 
plays into three broad categories. Some of William’s plays tend to be more humorous and 
are known as ‘comedies’. They often end with major predicaments being resolved, marriages 
taking place and villains getting punished. Some of the plays are more sinister, more 
sorrowful and violent and are known as ‘tragedies’. They often end with the death of a main 
character (or several characters!) and portray the darker side of human nature. Other plays 
are dramatic narratives about epic events from the past and are called ‘histories’. These are 
about the old kings of Britain, their wars and the struggle for power.

Here are some examples of his plays:
The Comedy of Errors – This is a complicated but hilarious comedy about a pair of twin 
brothers who were separated just after their birth in a devastating shipwreck. Bewilderingly, 
their servants are also identical twins who were separated at birth. As if that were not 
confusing enough, a final further complexity for the characters to deal with is that both twin 
brothers are called Antipholus, and both twin servants are called Dromio! In the play,
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circumstances bring them all to the ancient Greek town of Ephesus and as you can imagine, 
everyone gets very mixed up! One twin is dragged away by the other twin’s wife because she 
cannot be swayed in her conviction that he is her husband. At the end, everyone’s real 
identity is discovered and joy abounds as the two sets of long-lost brothers are reunited.

Romeo and Juliet – This is a sorrowful romantic tragedy about Romeo and Juliet, a pair of 
youthful lovers. Their families, the Montagues and the Capulets, are bitter enemies who have 
been participating in a vicious feud for many years. As a result of this hatred, Romeo and 
Juliet’s relationship is not permitted by either family. The couple marry in secret but then 
Romeo is provoked into a duel by Juliet’s cousin, Tybalt, when he kills Romeo’s best friend. 
Romeo slays Tybalt but is then banished from the city. Juliet makes a plan to flee and join 
him. Unfortunately, circumstances conspire against them and at the end of the play they 
both end up dying.

Richard the Third – This is a historical play about a villainous, manipulative man called 
Richard who desires to be the King of England. The play begins at the end of a long civil war 
between the families of York and Lancaster, which has raged across the whole of the 
country. The Yorks have emerged victorious, Richard’s brother Edward has been crowned 
King and finally England is at peace. But Richard is consumed with envy and desperately 
craves power. His twisted mind produces many evil schemes and he brutally murders many 
people, including his brother and his wife! Soon, his violence has so terrified even his allies 
that an army rises up against him and marches out to defeat him. At the end of the play, 
Richard is tormented by visions of the ghosts of all the people he has murdered, and they 
victoriously proclaim to him that he will die the following day. As the new day dawns, both 
sides prepare for war. There is an enormous battle and Richard is knocked from his horse. He 
fights on, calling out the famous line ‘A horse! A horse! My kingdom for a horse!’ before he 
is finally slain.

His Words
William invented (or ‘coined’) an abundance of new words and phrases, and his writings are 
the earliest known recordings of many others. It is impossible to say with complete certainty 
how many because researchers are always discovering new evidence, but Shakespeare’s 
works may contain as many as 1,700 words that do not appear in the English language 
before his writing! His words were memorable because he was so adept at cleverly describing 
life, emotions and experiences everyone can identify with. His words entered into everyday 
speech and as a result, plenty of phrases that are still used every day were actually invented 
by him!

Have you ever heard someone say that ‘love is blind’? What about a joke which starts 
‘Knock, knock! Who’s there?’? Have you ever heard of someone being sent on a ‘wild-goose 
chase’? If you have, then you already know some of Shakespeare’s writing!

People from all walks of life enjoy and admire William Shakespeare’s skilful writing. He was 
intelligent and witty, and his stories are amazingly powerful, containing characters and 
ideas which still thrill, appal or entertain us today. His words have the ability to make 
people laugh, cry, think and wonder. Here are some quotations from his writing, with 
modern day translations; a pair of vicious insults and two heart-felt declarations of love:
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‘This sanguine coward, this bed-presser, this horseback-breaker, this huge hill of flesh’ – This 
red-faced coward, this squasher of mattresses, this breaker of horses’ backs (when he rides 
on them), this huge hill of flesh. (Henry IV Part 1)

‘Thou cream-faced loon!’ – You white-faced idiot! (Macbeth)

‘My bounty is as boundless as the sea, My love as deep.’ - My generosity to you is as 
endless as the sea and my love is as deep. (Romeo and Juliet)

‘For thy sweet love remembr’d such wealth brings, That then I scorn to change my state with 
kings.’ - Because when I think about your love for me I am so rich in happiness that then I 
would not swap my life for living the way kings do. (Sonnet 29)

His Legacy
William Shakespeare’s works have remained enormously popular even to the present day. 
They are widely read, they are still regularly performed and a large selection of them have 
been turned into feature films. His plays are seen worldwide and actors are always devising 
clever  and intriguing new settings and interpretations of them. In Stratford-upon-Avon, 
Shakespeare’s home town, there is a theatrical group called ‘The Royal Shakespeare 
Company’ who have their own theatre complex on the bank of the River Avon. Famous 
actors and actresses from films and television programmes come and perform Shakespeare’s 
plays with them all year round. The houses which William and his family members owned in 
and around Stratford have been turned into museums, and people travel from all over the 
world to visit the little town and walk the same streets and floorboards the Bard (as he is 
often known) walked. The Globe Theatre that Shakespeare bought in London was 
demolished in 1644, but a replica of it has been built in the heart of the city and this allows 
people to experience the plays the way they would have been seen at their original 
performances. William’s writing is now celebrated internationally – not bad for the son of a 
leather merchant from Stratford!

People are keen to study Shakespeare’s plays and poetry. He wrote about love, life, death, 
loss and a full range of human emotions and experiences. Enthusiasts and students enjoy 
carefully considering what he wrote and what his stories say about the world and the way 
people are. Many clever researchers try to find out facts about him and ponder the details of 
his life. 

Now that you have read this, you can too!
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William Shakespeare

Match the information to the place where you find it in the text.

Romeo and Juliet His Words

words we use were made up by Shakespeare Shakespeare Today

Shakespeare bought a new house in London His Plays

Shakespeare’s plays have been made into films His Life

What had happened by 1592?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Find and copy the names of Shakespeare’s children.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Was Hamnet a boy or a girl? How do you know?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Which of the three plays would you most like to see? Give a reason for your answer.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Which section was the most interesting? Why?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How old was Anne Hathaway when she got married?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What sort of text have you just read? Underline one.

A. play

B. instructions

C. information

D. story

Who is the ‘son of a glove maker from Stratford’?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Read the last two paragraphs. What do you think the author wanted to achieve by 

writing this text?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Do you think the author admires Shakespeare’s writing? Find and copy a phrase from the 

text which supports your answer.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Here are four extra pieces of information. Each one would make sense in a different section 

of the text. Which section would you put each of them in?

A. Millions of copies of his writings are sold each year around the world in over 100 

languages! 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

B. Some words from his plays are so famous people know them off by heart, even if they 

have never seen the play! 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

C. William’s land ended up earning him sixty pounds per year, which was a lot of money 

at that time. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

D. Some of the plays are sometimes called ‘tragicomedies’ because they are both funny 

and sad. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Where would you expect to find the same type of text as the one you have just read? Tick 

TWO answers.

A. on an informative website

B. in a biography

C. in a book of poetry

D. in a novel
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What does ‘legend has it’ mean?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Circle the word which best describes the author’s tone in the sentence below.

‘Not bad for the son of a leather merchant from Stratford!’ 

A. angry

B. disappointed

C. hopeful

D. impressed

Write down two differences between a tragedy and a comedy.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Introductions are useful in non-fiction texts. 

1. Where is the introduction in the piece of text you have just read? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Why is the introduction helpful to a reader? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Look at the ‘His Words’ section. Using the quotations found there, write a 

translation of the following insult: ‘Thou sanguine loon!’

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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‘To the eyes of a young man from Stratford it must have appeared as if the city was bursting 

with people, like an overflowing cup!’ How is this simile effective in describing the London 

Shakespeare found himself living in?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Non-fiction texts such as the one you have just read are designed to help readers find 

relevant information quickly. What is the main way the author has tried to make 

information easy to find?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

One section of the text is titled ‘His Legacy’. What is a ‘legacy’?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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William Shakespeare

Match the information to the place where you find it in the text.

Romeo and Juliet His Words

words we use were made up by Shakespeare Shakespeare Today

Shakespeare bought a new house in London His Plays

Shakespeare’s plays have been made into films His Life

What had happened by 1592?  Shakespeare had gone to London and was working as an 

actor and playwright.

Find and copy the names of Shakespeare’s children.  Susanna, Judith and Hamnet

Was Hamnet a boy or a girl? How do you know? A boy, because the author says ‘he’ died 

aged 11.

Which of the three plays would you most like to see? Give a reason for your answer.  

Various answers; must be justified.

Which section was the most interesting? Why?  Various answers; must be justified.

How old was Anne Hathaway when she got married?  Twenty-six years old

What sort of text have you just read? Underline one.

A. play

B. instructions

C. information

D. story

Who is the ‘son of a glove maker from Stratford’?  William Shakespeare

classroomsecrets.com
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Read the last two paragraphs. What do you think the author wanted to achieve by 

writing this text?  The author was hoping to give facts and information about Shakespeare 

in order to enable and encourage readers to participate in the activities described in the 

penultimate paragraph.

Do you think the author admires Shakespeare’s writing? Find and copy a phrase from the 

text which supports your answer.  The author does admire it. Various justifying quotations 

are possible, but must be positive and relating to Shakespeare’s writing or works.

Here are four extra pieces of information. Each one would make sense in a different section 

of the text. Which section would you put each of them in?

A. Millions of copies of his writings are sold each year around the world in over 100 

languages!  Shakespeare Today

B. Some words from his plays are so famous people know them off by heart, even if they 

have never seen the play!  His Words

C. William’s land ended up earning him sixty pounds per year, which was a lot of money 

at that time.  His Life

D. Some of the plays are sometimes called ‘tragicomedies’ because they are both funny 

and sad.  His Plays

Where would you expect to find the same type of text as the one you have just read? Tick 

TWO answers.

A. on an informative website

B. in a biography

C. in a book of poetry

D. in a novel

classroomsecrets.com
Comprehension – William Shakespeare – Y5m/Y6s – Genius  ANSWERS



© Classroom Secrets Limited 2017

Like this?  Find more 
differentiated Shakespeare 

resources here.

What does ‘legend has it’ mean? It means that what you are saying is a 

commonly held belief or idea but that no one knows for sure if it is true.

Circle the word which best describes the author’s tone in the sentence below.

‘Not bad for the son of a leather merchant from Stratford!’ 

A. angry

B. disappointed

C. hopeful

D. impressed

Write down two differences between a tragedy and a comedy. Any version 

of the following differences is correct:

- Comedies ‘tend to be more happily humorous’, where tragedies ‘are darker, more 

sorrowful and violent’. 

- Comedies ‘often end with major problems beings solved, people getting married and 

villains getting what they deserve’, where tragedies ‘often end with the death of a main 

character (or several characters!) and show the worse side of human beings’. 

Introductions are useful in non-fiction texts. 

1. Where is the introduction in the piece of text you have just read?  At the beginning

2. Why is the introduction helpful to a reader? It gives them a small idea of who 

Shakespeare was, which helps them to read the main sections with the help of a little 

context.

Look at the ‘His Words’ section. Using the quotations found there, write a 

translation of the following insult: ‘Thou sanguine loon!’ ‘You red-faced idiot!’

classroomsecrets.com
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‘To the eyes of a young man from Stratford it must have appeared as if the city was bursting 

with people, like an overflowing cup!’ How is this simile effective in describing the London 

Shakespeare found himself living in? Various answers are possible; answers must relate to 

the idea of people/residences spilling out beyond the city walls, and could draw out a sense 

of movement, of life, of constant increase.

Non-fiction texts such as the one you have just read are designed to help readers find 

relevant information quickly. What is the main way the author has tried to make 

information easy to find? The author has used subtitles and split the text into four clear 

sections.

One section of the text is titled ‘His Legacy’. What is a ‘legacy’?  Any version of the 

following ideas is acceptable. A legacy is something left behind when someone dies which 

benefits and is enjoyed by further generations. A legacy continues as an active memory of 

the person who left it.
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Robert Burns

Who is He?
Robert Burns is one of Scotland’s most famous poets and song writers.  He is widely 
regarded as the National Poet of Scotland.  He was born in Ayrshire on the 25th January, 
1759.  Burns was from a large family; he had six other brothers and sisters.  He was also 
known as Rabbie Burns or the Ploughman Poet.

Childhood
Burns was the son of a tenant farmer.  As a child, Burns had to work incredibly long 
hours on the farm to help out.  This meant that he didn’t spend much time at school.  
Even though his family were poor, his father made sure that Burns had a good education. 

As a young man, Burns enjoyed reading poetry and listening to music.  He also enjoyed 
listening to his mother sing old Scottish songs to him.  He soon discovered that he had a 
talent for writing and wrote his first song, Handsome Nell, at the age of fifteen.  
Handsome Nell was a love song, inspired by a farm servant named Nellie Kilpatrick.

Becoming Famous
In 1786, he planned to emigrate to Jamaica to work on a slave plantation.  His plans 
were changed when a collection of his songs and poems were published.  The first edition 
of his poetry was known as the Kilmarnock edition.  They were a huge hit and sold out 
within a month.  Burns suddenly became very popular and famous.

That same year, Burns moved to Edinburgh, the capital city of Scotland.  He was made 
very welcome by the wealthy and powerful people who lived there.  He enjoyed going to 
parties and living the life of a celebrity.

The Agate Stone
Burns enjoyed travelling around Scotland with his writing kit, which comprised of goose-
quill nibs, a sharpening knife and a tiny inkwell.  He would collect old songs and poems, 
often adapting and enhancing them before adding them to his collection.  Whilst on a tour 
of the Scottish Highlands one day, Burns found a beautiful agate stone pebble (a 
colourful, patterned gemstone) at Braemar.  On his return to Edinburgh, he commissioned 
a silversmith to make it into a cravat pin.  Cravats were like a tie, worn by men at that 
time. This would have been an expensive thing to do and is an example of how Burns had 
evolved: from a humble farmer to one of the world’s most famous men.

His Death
In 1788, Burns moved from Edinburgh to Dumfries.  Although he was still young, his 
health was beginning to suffer.  This might have been due to the long, hard work he did 
on the farm as a boy.  Robert Burns died on the 21st July, 1796.  He was only 37 years 
old.  His wife, Jean Armour, was unable to attend her husband’s funeral as she was giving 
birth to Maxwell Burns, their youngest son. 

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2016

Like this? Find more differentiated 
Robert Burns resources here.



© Classroom Secrets Limited 2016

Remembering Burns
Robert Burns may be gone, but he will never be forgotten.  He became even more famous
after his death.  Statues of Burns can be found in many countries around the world, such 
as America, Canada and Australia.  As expected, Scotland has many monuments 
dedicated to Burns, such as The Burns Monument Centre in Kilmarnock.  The Robert 
Burns Birthplace Museum in Alloway, Ayrshire offers visitors an opportunity to visit the 
house where Burns was born and it houses the world’s most important collection of his life 
and works.  

The 25th January (Burns’s birthday) is now celebrated as Burns Night.  Burns Night 
Suppers are held by those who appreciate his work.  The evening is spent listening to his 
poetry and songs whilst eating traditional Scottish food like haggis, neeps and tatties.  A 
dram of Scottish whiskey may also be drunk whilst listening to bagpipe music.  At more 
formal suppers, the highlight of the evening is the reading of ‘Address to a Haggis’.  After 
guests are seated, the haggis is carried into the room to the sound of a bagpipe and slow 
hand claps.  The haggis is then placed in front of the person nominated to read the poem.  
At a particular point in the poem, the haggis is cut with great ceremony.

Famous Songs and Poems
Burns was famous for writing from the heart.  His work appealed to all, from the common 
person to the wealthy.  Even though he wrote in a Scottish dialect, his work was loved by 
people from around the world.  He was influenced greatly by the French Revolution which 
began in 1789, where the people of France rebelled against the monarchy of Louis XVI.  
He thought that rich and poor people should be treated equally.  

Written in 1790, Tam o’Shanter is a firm favourite with fans of Robert Burns; it is also a 
favourite of Burns himself.  The poem is a ghost story set in Scotland.  It tells the tale of 
Tam and his eventful journey home one night, as he and his horse Meg race to the safety 
of Brig o’Doon (a bridge over the River Doon) in an attempt to escape the witches.  
Another poem called ‘To a Mouse’, is also loved by many.  It was written after his 
discovery of the nest of a field mouse – it had been destroyed by his plough.  It meant 
that, despite his hard work and preparation, the poor mouse must suffer the harsh, cold 
winter without the protection of his nest.  The poem is another example of Burns’s
tolerance and compassion for all living things.

Burns is well remembered for his reworking of an old Scottish song called Auld Lang Syne.  
The song is about days gone by and the people we have had to say goodbye to.  It is 
traditional to hold hands with the people next to you as you sing.  This is to remind us 
about the importance of friendship.  As the clock strikes midnight on New Year’s Eve, Auld 
Lang Syne is sung to celebrate the end of one year and the start of the next.

Like this? Find more differentiated 
Robert Burns resources here.classroomsecrets.com
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Robert Burns

Who was Robert Burns?

Where did Burns live when he was a boy?

Why do you think he was also called the Ploughman Poet?

Put these main events in the correct order: 

• His first collection of poems sold out very quickly.

• He was 37 years old when he died.

• He found an agate stone.

• He wrote his first song at the age of fifteen.

• He spent his childhood on a farm. 

Why didn’t Burns spend much time at school?

Why do you think he decided not to go to Jamaica?

How do you think his life as a successful adult compared to his childhood.

Why did Burns like to travel around Scotland?

When is Burns Night celebrated?  Why that day in particular?

Identify THREE things which happen at a Burns Night Supper.

Which major historical event influenced his writing?  Why was this?

How do you think the poem ‘The Mouse’, shows his ‘tolerance and compassion’ for living things?

Which song is sung on New Year’s Eve?

What does the word ‘reworking’ suggest about this song?

What is the job of a subheading.

What is the poem Tam o’Shanter about?

Identify THREE more words which mean the same as ‘wealthy’.

Like this? Find more differentiated 
Robert Burns resources here.classroomsecrets.com

Comprehension – Robert Burns – Y6m – Genius



agate stone a dish containing the heart, lungs and liver of a sheep

cravat a musical instrument with reed pipes

bagpipe a wide strip of fabric worn around the neck by men

haggis to accept or put up with new ideas or situations

tolerance a colourful gemstone

Match the word with its meaning.
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Robert Burns

Who was Robert Burns?  A Sottish poet and song writer.  Regarded as the National Poet of 
Scotland.

Where did Burns live when he was a boy?  On a farm in Ayrshire, Scotland.

Why do you think he was also called the Ploughman Poet?  As well as having a passion for 
writing poetry, he was also a farmer who would have used a plough.

Put these main events in the correct order: 

• His first collection of poems sold out very quickly.  3

• He was 37 years old when he died.  5

• He found an agate stone. 4

• He wrote his first song at the age of fifteen.  2

• He spent his childhood on a farm.  1

Why didn’t Burns spend much time at school?  He was too busy working long hours on his 
father’s farm.

Why do you think he decided not to go to Jamaica?  His first collection of poetry had sold out 
quickly and he was just becoming famous.

How do you think his life as a successful adult compared to his childhood.  As a child, his family 
were poor and he had to work long hours on the farm.  As an adult he was very famous and had 
many wealthy and important fans.  He lived in a capital city and went to lots of parties.  We 
know he was rich because he had the agate stone made into a pin. 

Why did Burns like to travel around Scotland?  He would collect old songs and poems which he 
adapted and enhanced before adding them to his collection. 

When is Burns Night celebrated?  Why that day in particular?  25th January – his birthday.

Identify THREE things which happen at a Burns Night Supper.  Eat traditional Scottish food.  
Drink Whiskey.  Listen to his songs and poetry.  Read ‘Address to a Haggis’ whilst cutting it.  
Play a bagpipe and slow hand clap as the haggis arrives in the room.

Which major historical event influenced his writing?  Why was this? The French Revolution.  It 
helped him to understand that everyone should be treated equally, regardless of whether they are 
rich or poor.

How do you think the poem ‘The Mouse’, shows his ‘tolerance and compassion’ for living things?  
His plough had destroyed the nest.  Even though it was only a mouse, he understood that the 
mouse, who had worked hard and was prepared, was now going to suffer a long hard winter 
because of his actions.

Like this? Find more differentiated 
Robert Burns resources here.classroomsecrets.com

Comprehension – Robert Burns – Y6m – Genius  ANSWERS
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Which song is sung on New Year’s Eve?  Auld Lang Syne.

What does the word ‘reworking’ suggest about this song? We know that Burns collected old 
poems and adapted them.  ‘Reworked’ suggests that he didn’t actually write this one, but 
adapted it from an older song.

What is the job of a subheading. Tells us what the information below it is about.  Helps us find 
information quickly.

What is poem the Tam o’Shanter about?  It tells the tale of Tam and his eventful journey home 
one night as he and his horse Meg race to the safety of Brig o’Doon (a bridge over the River 
Doon) in an attempt to escape the witches.

Identify THREE more words which mean the same as ‘wealthy’. Answers could include: rich, well-
off, loaded, affluent, prosperous, loaded.

Match the word with its meaning.

agate stone a dish containing the heart, lungs and liver of a sheep

cravat a musical instrument with reed pipes

bagpipe a wide strip of fabric worn around the neck by men

haggis to accept or put up with new ideas or situations

tolerance a colourful gemstone

Like this? Find more differentiated 
Robert Burns resources here.classroomsecrets.com

Comprehension – Robert Burns – Y6m – Genius  ANSWERS
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Mary Queen of Scots 
 
Mary Stuart was born on the 8th December 1542 in Linlithgow Palace, Scotland. Mary’s mother, also called Mary, 
was a French Princess known as Mary of Guise. Mary’s father was King James V of Scotland. Even though Mary was 
the couple’s third child, the death of her two brothers meant that Mary was the unrivalled heir to the throne. Just 
before Mary was born, King James V had received injuries in a battle with English soldiers. On the 14th December, 
the King died from his injuries making Mary the Queen of Scotland at just six days old. She was known as Mary 
Queen of Scots.  
 
As Mary was only a child when she was crowned Queen, Scotland needed a regent (someone who looks after the 
country until a child King or Queen is old enough to rule).  Mary of Guise wanted to act as regent for her daughter 
but the Scottish Lords were powerful, and decided the Earl of Arran, a distant relative of Queen Mary, would become 
regent instead. The Earl of Arran was known for being greedy, and before Mary was born, he was actually heir to the 
throne himself.  
 
At this time Scotland was a difficult country to rule. Not only were wars were raging between the Scottish Catholics 
and Protestants, but Henry VIII of England regularly invaded Scottish land in an attempt to steal the crown for 
himself. Fighting these wars with England were costly, and by the time Mary was born, Scotland had already lost 
many of its best soldiers (including King James V himself) protecting their land and borders.   
 
With no luck invading Scotland, Henry VIII tried a different tactic instead. He decided that his five year old son, 
Prince Edward, should marry Mary. This would mean both countries would be ruled by him, and then later, by 
Edward.  However, the King of France also wanted Mary to marry his son, Dauphine Francis (Dauphine means heir to 
the throne in French). England and France had been rivals for a long time, and this marriage would unite Scotland 
and France. The English raids on Scotland continued, and in an attempt to bring peace to the country, Mary of Guise 
agreed that Queen Mary would marry King Henry VIII’s son, Prince Edward, when she was ten years old.  But Henry 
VIII was impatient and did not trust the Queen Mother. He invaded Scotland once again, this time to take the young 
child. 
 
Mary of Guise hid Mary, moving her further inland to different protective castles, but the threat from the English 
always loomed. Mary of Guise was still a French Princess and eventually she asked King Henri II of France for help. 
The King of France agreed, on the condition that instead of marrying Prince Edward, Queen Mary would marry his 
son, Dauphine Francis. She agreed and King Henri II sent a fleet of ships to safely bring the young Mary, who was 
now five years old, to France.  
 
At this time Scottish Lords were still fighting amongst themselves over who should rule Scotland, and Mary of Guise 
was worried that if she also went to France, any one of them would declare themselves the new King, or allow 
England to invade. Mary of Guise made the difficult decision to stay behind and help rule Scotland. This decision 
made sure that one day her daughter could return and rule as Queen, but it also meant that Mary of Guise never saw 
her daughter again. Queen Mary travelled to France with a Governess and four companions each called Mary (or 
Marie in French). Their names were Mary Seton, Mary Beaton, Mary Livingston and Mary Fleming. These ‘four 
Maries’ were the inspiration for the nursery rhyme, ‘Mary Mary Quite Contrary’.  
 
On her arrival, the young Queen Mary was warmly welcomed by the French people. She took an instant liking to her 
future husband Dauphine Francis, who was a year younger than her, and the two grew up together playing like 
brother and sister. Unfortunately her travelling companions, the four Maries, could not live with her in the Palace but 
were well cared for in local convent instead. Nine years later the group were reunited on Queen Mary’s wedding day. 
When she was fifteen years old she married the heir to the French throne at Notre Dame Cathedral.  She had grown 
into a beautiful, intelligent young woman who was now Queen of Scotland and Queen Dauphiness of France. By this 
time Queen Mary’s great uncle, Henry VIII and his son, Prince Edward had both died. Queen Mary was not only 
Queen of Scotland and heir to the throne of France, but now she knew she had a strong claim to be Queen of 
England as well.  
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Unfortunately her happiness did not last long. A few months after her wedding, her father-in-law, King Henri II of 
France died suddenly in a jousting tournament, leaving Mary and Francis as the rulers of France. The following year 
Mary’s mother, Mary of Guise, died in Scotland and just a few months later, her beloved husband King Francis died 
as well. Mary was devastated to lose both her mother and Francis within a few months of each other. The French 
throne did not belong to Mary without her husband and a new French King, Charles IX was crowned. Mary made the 
difficult decision to return to Scotland along with the four Maries.  
 
Whilst most Scottish people cheered on the streets when Mary returned, some were suspicious of her. She was a 
Catholic Queen, but Protestantism had been growing in Scotland since she had been away. In 1560, Protestantism 
became the official religion of Scotland. Mary tried to compromise and asked that Catholics were also allowed to 
practise their faith privately. One preacher, called John Knox was particularly against this, and preached a sermon 
condemning the Catholic religion. The Scottish Lords were powerful and jealous of each other and weren’t interested 
in helping Mary rule. She relied heavily on her half-brother, and made him Earl of Moray. This angered some of the 
Lords and after Mary discovered a plot to kidnap her, she realised that she needed a husband and heir to stay safe 
on the throne.  
 
Mary wanted to marry another King, and create a powerful alliance between Scotland and another country. 
However, this threatened England so Queen Elizabeth suggested some English choices of husband for Mary instead.  
Even though Mary was interested in some of them she then fell in love with one of Elizabeth’s relations, a man called 
Lord Darnley. Elizabeth was furious because she knew that any children of Mary and Darnley’s would have a strong 
claim to throne of England. At this time Mary also appointed Lord Bothwell, whom she had known in France as one 
of her advisors. People thought he could not be trusted and warned Mary against it.  
 
Despite Elizabeth’s disapproval, Queen Mary married Lord Darnley in 1565. Mary fell pregnant soon afterwards, but 
the marriage was a disaster. Lord Darnley was not happy being the Queen’s husband and wanted to be the King 
instead. He did not get on with Mary’s half-brother, the Earl of Moray, and the two fought continually. Queen Mary 
took her husband’s side in the disagreements and revoked all of her half-brothers land, forcing him to flee Scotland.  
 
Unfortunately for Queen Mary, the Scottish Lords were loyal to the Earl of Moray and came up with a plan to get rid 
of Darnley. They convinced him that the Queen was in love with a man called Riccio, who was her private secretary. 
One night, when Mary was heavily pregnant, Darnley burst into her private rooms and held her back whilst his 
friends stabbed Riccio to death. This was exactly what the Lords had wanted and knew that Mary must punish her 
husband for his part in the murder. However, the following morning Mary decided to forgive Darnley.  She 
understood that this was not what the Scottish Lords had wanted, and began to feel unsafe as Queen. In the middle 
of the night, she and Darnley moved to Edinburgh Castle.   
 
In Edinburgh Castle Mary gave birth to the future King James VI, named after her father. People rejoiced and 
bonfires were lit all over Scotland in celebration of the new heir to the Scottish throne.  However, Mary’s marriage to 
Darnley did not improve, and when he refused to attend his son’s Christening, Mary decided she wanted a divorce. 
She who wrote to the Earl of Moray explaining how cruel Darnley had been, and asked him and Lord Bothwell for 
their help.  
 
Shortly after this, Lord Darnley was recovering from smallpox in his Edinburgh house at a place called Kirk o’ Field 
when there was a massive explosion. Guards arrived to find the house blown up. As expected, they found the bodies 
of Lord Darnley and his servant, however they both appeared to have been strangled rather than killed in the 
explosion. This threw suspicion on Lord Bothwell as it was widely believed that he was in love with the Queen and 
wanted to be the new King. Despite criticism, Mary continued her close friendship with Lord Bothwell and people 
began to think that maybe the Queen had been in on the plan as well.  
 
A few months after Darnley’s death, Queen Mary and Lord Bothwell were on the way home from visiting the young 
Prince James when Bothwell kidnapped the Queen and forced her to marry him in secret. The Scottish Lords were 
furious with both Bothwell and the Queen. They raised an Army and surrounded the castle where the two were 
staying. However, Queen Mary allowed Lord Bothwell to escape by distracting the Lords and then later followed 
him. Queen Mary realised that she was in danger of losing her throne and began to raise an Army. On the 15th June, 
1567 the Queen’s Army met the Lords’ Army. The Lords demanded that if she wanted to stay as Queen then 
Bothwell would have to leave Scotland. Queen Mary persuaded him to flee and he ran away to Denmark.  She then 
followed the Lords to Edinburgh, believing herself triumphant, and that she was still their Queen.  
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When Mary reached the city, she realised that she had been tricked. The crowds shouted and jeered. She was no 
longer a Queen, but the Lords’ prisoner. She was locked up in the isolated, damp and cold Loch Leven Castle. Mary’s 
marriage to Bothwell had left her pregnant with twins, but they both died shortly after being born. Mary herself then 
became very ill. In her desperation she signed abdication papers declaring her one year old son, Prince James, as the 
new King James VI of Scotland. However, the new King was a child so Scotland needed a regent. The duty was given 
to Mary’s old ally, the Earl of Moray. Mary realised sadly that this had been his plan all along.  

Whilst imprisoned, Mary was allowed a lady in waiting and for this role she chose a woman called Mary Seton, (one 
of the original four Maries who had accompanied the Queen to France all those years ago). Mary also made two 
friends in Loch Leven Castle, called George and Willie Douglas. Together, they all helped Queen Mary to escape. 
Once she was free Queen Mary gathered an Army to take back her throne.  

Mary led her Army into Glasgow where the Earl of Moray was staying. The two sides fought in what became known 
as the Battle of Langside. The Earl’s Army was much smaller, but just as the fight commenced, one of Mary’s 
Generals fainted. This meant Mary’s Army were unorganised, and some say that they were even in league with the 
other side. Queen Mary rode amongst the men, encouraging them, but there was confusion and they were fighting 
with each other.  Mary lost the battle, and rode to the South of Scotland, planning to eventually sail to England to 
ask Queen Elizabeth for help.  

Queen Mary was met by hundreds of soldiers when she landed on the English coast. She expected to be taken to 
Queen Elizabeth, but the English Queen refused to see her. She was still worried that Queen Mary also wanted to rule 
England and saw her as a dangerous Catholic rival that would stir up problems in newly Protestant England. She 
also believed that Mary knew of the plot to kill her husband, Lord Darnley, who was a relative of Elizabeth’s. For 
Mary, this was disastrous. Having just escaped one prison, the Scottish Queen was taken straight to another. 
However, Queen Elizabeth did offer Mary a chance to defend herself and arranged a trial for the murder of Lord 
Darnley. Queen Mary insisted she knew nothing of the plot, but the Earl of Moray also attended the hearing, 
bringing with him a box of letters from Mary to Bothwell, stating her knowledge of the plan. Elizabeth sent a group 
of nobleman to come to a decision and even though they believed the letters were forgeries they could not come to a 
decision of what to do. Queen Mary would not be released.  

For the next nineteen years Queen Mary was Elizabeth’s prisoner whilst Mary Seton, the last of the four Maries, 
stayed with her as her lady in waiting. Mary spent her time planning escapes by writing to English Catholics, asking 
for their help. These escapes were always discovered and in the end she was forbidden from writing letters altogether. 
Queen Elizabeth also gave Sir Francis Walshingham, one of her men, the job of spy master. He discovered how Mary 
was smuggling her letters in and out and was reading them each time. Mary hoped that her son, King James VI 
would come to help her, but he had been raised by the Earl of Moray, who had convinced him that his mother should 
be feared and hated. 

In 1586 Queen Mary learned that her son, King James VI had signed a peace treaty with England and had banned 
Queen Mary from ruling in Scotland. He had received the promise from Queen Elizabeth that on her death he would 
become King of England, as well as being given a large sum of money. Queen Mary realised that her son was never 
going to set her free and set about plotting to escape and kill Queen Elizabeth for the last time.  

Sir Babington and a group of English Catholics had already formulated a plan for Mary’s escape and all they needed 
was her agreement. Not realising that she was being watched by Elizabeth's spy master, Mary wrote a secret letter 
agreeing to the plan and hid it in a beer barrel.  Like the rest of her letters, Walsingham intercepted it and now had 
cold hard proof that the Scottish Queen was guilty of treason in what became known as the Babington Plot.  

All those involved in the Babington Plot were arrested and tortured. Mary Queen of Scots was charged with the 
attempted treason of the Queen of England and was executed in 1587 at Fotheringay Castle. Her son King James VI 
of Scotland also became King James I of England in 1603. 

Megan Dunsby 
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Mary Queen of Scots 

1. What date was Mary Stuart Born?  

2. Loch Leven Castle is described as….   

3. Can you think of another two adjectives to describe how you imagine Loch Leven Castle to be?  

4. Match the following quotes in the text with what they tell us about Queen Mary.  

‘Queen Mary spent her time planning to escape.’  popular 

‘Scottish people cheered on the streets when Queen Mary returned’ scheming 

‘She was now Queen of Scotland and Queen Dauphiness of France’ powerful 

naïve 5. Find a quote in the text to pair with this adjective.  

6. List all of the women that appear in the text from first to last.  

7. List all of the men that appear in the text from first to last. Are there or more less than the women? What does 

this tell you about the time?  

8. Match the following words with their meanings.  

Regent French heir to the throne  

Convent a person who rules a kingdom for a young King or Queen 

determined a title for a nobleman  

flee to stop something getting to its final destination  

intercepted  will do anything to achieve something  

treason  a secret plan to do something illegal  

treaty  to run away  

preached  killing or over throwing the King or Queen  

Dauphine  a place where nuns live  

Earl  an agreement  

plot  to give instructions, normally about religion  

Edinburgh  two different types of Christians  

Catholics and Protestants the capital city of Scotland  

demanded distrusting someone and not believing what they say 

suspicion  to insist, need, or must have something  
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9. Tick the true statement. 

Mary Queen of Scots died in England. Queen Mary was not liked by the French people.  

       Lord Bothwell was happy to leave Scotland.  Queen Elizabeth would not help Queen Mary find a husband. 

10. How do you think Queen Mary felt about King James VI when she was in prison in England? Explain why?

11. Can you think of any other people who were executed by an English King or Queen?  

12. How were King James V and King James VI related? 

13. Why was Mary Stuart heir to the throne when she was born?  

14. Why did Mary of Guise stay behind in Scotland? How do you think she felt about staying behind?  

15. Do you think Mary was in on the plan to kill Lord Darnley? Why or why not?  

16. Why has the author used the word ‘persuaded’ in this sentence, ‘Queen Mary persuaded him to flee’? 

18. Why was King James called King James VI in Scotland and King James I in England?  

19. Why was Lord Darnley not King of Scotland?  

20. In your opinion, what was Queen Mary’s biggest mistake and why?  

21. What is the main purpose of this text? Is this text fiction or non-fiction? What in the text tells you this?  

22. Put the following events in the correct order.  

Mary gets engaged to Lord Darnley.     Mary runs away to England.     Mary travels to France. 

Mary marries Dauphine Francis.  Mary returns to Scotland.     Mary meets Lord Bothwell. 

23. How was the Earl of Moray related to King James VI?  

24. What was the name of Elizabeth’s spy master?  

25. Can you work out from the text between what years Henry VIII of England died?   

26. Were King Henry VIII and Queen Elizabeth I related?  
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Mary Queen of Scots 

1. What date was Mary Stuart Born?  8th December 1542

2. Loch Leven Castle is described as isolated, damp and cold.  

3. Can you think of another two adjectives to describe how you imagine Loch Leven Castle to be?  

Various answers, depressing, grim, damp etc. 

4. Match the following quotes in the text with what they tell us about Queen Mary.  

popular 

scheming 

powerful 

‘Queen Mary spent her time planning to escape.’  

‘Scottish people cheered on the streets when Queen Mary returned’  

‘She  was now Queen of Scotland and Queen Dauphiness of France’ 

5. Find a quote in the text to pair with this adjective.  

She expected to be taken to Queen Elizabeth, but the English Queen refused to see her naïve 

6. List all of the women that appear in the text from first to last.   1. Mary Stuart (Mary Queen of Scots) 2. Mary of 

Guise 3. Mary’s Governess  4. The four Maries (Mary Seton, Mary Beaton, Mary Livingston and Mary Fleming) 5. 

Queen Elizabeth I of England  

7. List all of the men that appear in the text from first to last. Are there or more less than the women? What does this 

tell you about the time?   1. King James V of Scotland 2. The Earl of Arran  3. King Henry VIII of England 4.Prince 

Edward 5. King Henri II of France 6. Dauphine Francis 7. King Charles IX 8. John Knox 9. The Earl of Moray 10.Lord 

Darnley 11.Lord Bothwell 12.Riccio 13. Prince James (later King James VI) 14. George Douglas 15. Willie Douglas 

16.  Sir Francis Walshingham 17. Sir Babington.  There are lots more men than women, showing that men were more 

powerful and ruled more often than women in these times. 

8. Match the following words with their meanings.  

Regent French heir to the throne  

Convent a person who rules a kingdom for a young King or Queen 

determined a title for a nobleman  

flee to stop something getting to its final destination  

intercepted  will do anything to achieve something  

treason  a secret plan to do something illegal  

treaty  to run away  

preached  killing or over throwing the King or Queen  

Dauphine  a place where nuns live  

Earl  an agreement  

plot  to give instructions, normally about religion  

Edinburgh  two different types of Christians  

Catholics and Protestants the capital city of Scotland  

demanded distrusting someone and not believing what they say 

suspicion  to insist, need, or must have something  
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Tick the true statement.  

Mary Queen of Scots died in England. Queen Mary was not liked by the French people.  

       Lord Bothwell was happy to leave Scotland.  Queen Elizabeth would not help Queen Mary find a husband. 

10. How do you think Queen Mary felt about King James VI when she was in prison in England? Explain why?

  Various answers if justified. 

11. Can you think of any other people who were executed by an English King or Queen?    Anne Boleyn, Guy 

Fawkes, Katherine Howard etc. 

12. How were King James V and King James VI related?    Grandfather and Grandson.

13. Why was Mary Stuart heir to the throne when she was born?    Because her two older brothers had both

died before she had been born so she was the only surviving child. 

14. Why did Mary of Guise stay behind in Scotland? How do you think she felt about staying behind?   She was 

worried that one of the Scottish noble men would declare themselves King or let Henry VIII invade.  Probably upset at 

not being with her daughter. 

15. Do you think Mary was in on the plan to kill Lord Darnley? Why or why not?   Various answers if justified.

16. Why has the author used the word ‘persuaded’ in this sentence, ‘Queen Mary persuaded him to flee’?   It

indicates that Bothwell did not want to leave Scotland. 

18. Why was King James called King James VI in Scotland and King James I in England?    He was the sixth King in 

Scotland to be named James, but the first King in England to have that name. 

19. Why was Lord Darnley not King of Scotland?   Because the bloodline of the heirs passed through Mary and he 

married the Queen after her coronation. If he was King he would have had more power than her, so he was Prince 

Consort.  

20. In your opinion what was Queen Mary’s biggest mistake and why?   Various answers if justified.

21. What is the main purpose of this text? Is this text fiction or non-fiction? What in the text tells you this?  

The purpose of the text is to inform, it is a non-fiction work designed to inform the reader. You can tell this from the 

dates and facts that make up the passage.  

22. Put the following events in the correct order.  

6. Mary runs away to England. 1. Mary travels to France.

4. Mary returns to Scotland. 3. Mary meets Lord Bothwell.

5. Mary gets engaged to Lord Darnley.

2. Mary marries Dauphine Francis.

6. How was the Earl of Moray related to King James VI?    He was his uncle (half-uncle).

7. Who was the name of Elizabeth’s spy master?   Sir Francis Walshingham

8. Can you work out from the text between what years Henry VIII of England died?    Between 1547 and

1557 (The text indicates he died sometime after Mary leaving for France and before her marriage). He actually 

died in 1547.  

26. Were King Henry VIII and Queen Elizabeth I related?    Yes, he was her father and Anne Boleyn was her 

mother. 
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Antonyms

Consolidating Synonyms and 

Antonyms

1a. Choose a word below.

Write one synonym and one antonym for 

your chosen word.

Create a sentence using any of your new 

words. 

1b. Choose a word below.

Write one synonym and one antonym for 

your chosen word.

Create a sentence using any of your new 

words. 

2a. Choose a word to fill the gap below 

and complete the sentence using a 

synonym and antonym of the word.

The ________________________________ boy…

2b. Choose a word to fill the gap below 

and complete the sentence using a 

synonym and antonym of the word.

The ________________________________ sword…

3a. If you replaced the underlined word 

below with: intrepid, courageous or 

proud, which of the words would change 

the meaning of the sentence?

The gutsy, daring warrior charged 
forwards into battle, ready to clash 
with the vile and hideous orcs. 

Explain your answer.

3b. If you replaced the underlined word 

below with: rowdy, evil or disorderly, 

which of the words would change the 

meaning of the sentence?

I can guarantee that the children 
will start being naughty as soon as I 
leave the room.

Explain your answer.

classroomsecrets.co.uk
Application and Reasoning – Consolidating Synonyms and Antonyms – Year 6 Developing
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4a. Choose a word below.

Write two synonyms and one antonym for 

your chosen word.

Create a sentence using any of your new 

words. 

4b. Choose a word below.

Write two synonyms and one antonym for 

your chosen word.

Create a sentence using any of your new 

words. 

5a. Choose a word to fill the gaps below 

and complete the sentences using a 

synonym and antonym of the word.

A. Despite Arthur giving a

________________________________ performance…

B. Millie was a ________________________________ girl…

5b. Choose a word to fill the gaps below 

and complete the sentences using a 

synonym and antonym of the word.

A. In the distance, a ________________________________

figure…

B. Although nobody had seen the

________________________________ film…

6a. If you replaced the underlined word 

below with: rise, gain or expansion, which 

of the words would change the meaning 

of the sentence?

Mr. Williams said that the increase
in water caused the river to flood 
earlier today.

Explain your answer.

6b. If you replaced the underlined word 

below with: outstanding, admirable or 

magnificent, which of the words would 

change the meaning of the sentence?

Thousands of people travelled from 
afar in order to attend the concert; 
the band put on an excellent
performance!

Explain your answer.

classroomsecrets.co.uk
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Consolidating Synonyms and 

Antonyms

Consolidating Synonyms and 

Antonyms

7a. Choose a word below.

Write two synonyms and two antonyms for 

your chosen word.

Create a sentence using any of your new 

words.

7b. Choose a word below.

Write two synonyms and two antonyms for 

your chosen word.

Create a sentence using any of your new 

words. 

8a. Choose a word to fill the gaps below 

and complete the sentences using a 

synonym and antonym of the word.

A. He took the ________________________________ bridle…

B. It was a period of ________________________________

mourning…

8b. Choose a word to fill the gaps below 

and complete the sentences using a 

synonym and antonym of the word.

A. Proceed with ________________________________ as

the…

B. Before sunrise, his ________________________________

wound…

9a. If you replaced the underlined word 

below with: pestering, hassling or 

persecuting, which of the words would 

change the meaning of the sentence?

Although they were close, Rebecca 
would not stop harassing her older 
brother Dominic; she wanted his 
undivided attention.

Explain your answer.

9b. If you replaced the underlined word 

below with: occupation, business or 

vocation, which of the words would 

change the meaning of the sentence?

Mikey has recently changed his 
profession; he used to be a 
plasterer but trained to be a 
carpenter after being asked to 
install Emma’s wooden flooring.

Explain your answer.

A A

A A

R R
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Application and Reasoning
Consolidating Synonyms and 

Antonyms

1a. Various answers, for example:

complete – entire; incomplete.

Laura made sure to finish her entire workout 

at the gym.

2a. Various answers, for example:

The hungry boy and his friend were ravenous. 

They both ate until they were full.

3a. ‘Proud’ changes the meaning of the 

sentence because it describes a different 
characteristic of the warrior.

4a. Various answers, for example:

ancient – archaic; antique; modern. 
Cassettes are now considered archaic and 

an obsolete form of media. 

5a. Various answers, for example:

A. Despite Arthur giving a horrendous

performance, Jill performed just as awfully

and was put to shame by her amazing

brother.

B. Millie was a dishonest girl, just like her

deceitful mother. She is a stark contrast to

her sincere brother, Alfie.

6a. ‘Expansion’ changes the meaning of the

sentence because it no longer describes the

volume of water, it describes the area of

water.

7a. Various answers, for example: 
stationary – immobile; still; mobile; moving. 

The tranquiliser dart made the gorilla 

immobile; long enough for it to be detained. 
8a. Various answers, for example:

A. He took the polished bridle from its

gleaming hook, put on his dull boots and

mounted the horse.

B. It was a period of deep mourning and a

profound sense of guilt washed over the
shallow reporter.

9a. ‘Persecuting’ changes the meaning of

the sentence because it suggests that

Rebecca is bullying Dominic rather than

annoying him.

Application and Reasoning
Consolidating Synonyms and 

Antonyms

1b. Various answers, for example:

often – regularly; rarely.

Phil rarely annoys people.

2b. Various answers, for example:

The legendary sword was said to be hidden 

in the mythical woods. It turned out to be 

real!

3b. ‘Evil’ changes the meaning of the 

sentence because it no longer describes the 
children's behaviour, it describes their 

character.

4b. Various answers, for example:

average – mediocre; moderate; exceptional. 
Danny gave an exceptional speech today. 
5b. Various answers, for example:

A. In the distance, a mysterious figure stood

in a strange way. Jan was hoping a familiar

face would appear to save her.

B. Although nobody had seen the shocking

film, news quickly spread about the

distressing scenes in it, despite the pleasant

advertising.

6b. ‘Admirable’ changes the meaning of the

sentence because it suggests that the band

tried to put on a good performance rather

than succeeded in doing so.

7b. Various answers, for example:

profit – benefit; gain; loss; debt. 

The company made a large financial profit 

last year.

8b. Various answers, for example:

A. Proceed with caution as the floor is wet.

Extra attention should be paid as

carelessness can result in harm.

B. Before sunrise, his disgusting wound was

still bleeding; it was a gruesome sight but the
beautiful and attractive nurse was unfazed

by it and bandaged it up.

9b. ‘Business’ changes the meaning of the

sentence because it doesn’t refer to Mikey’s

job.
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1a. Ailsa has sorted some words into 

different word classes.

Do you agree? Explain why.

1b. Dante has sorted some words into 

different word classes.

Do you agree? Explain why.

2a. Sam has written the following 

sentence:

I like to drink cold strawberry milkshake 

quickly.

He says,

Is Sam correct? Explain how you know.

2b. Helena has written the following 

sentence:

I’m buying a new dress for the party now.

She says,

Is Helena correct? Explain how you know.

3a. Write a sentence which uses the word 

‘paint’ as a noun.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ .

Write a sentence which uses the word 

‘paint’ as a verb.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ .

3b. Write a sentence which uses the word 

‘smell’ as a noun.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ .

Write a sentence which uses the word 

‘smell’ as a verb.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ .

R R

R R

A A
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Modal 
Verb

Adverb

can slowly

should might

‘Quickly’ is the 
adjective in my 

sentence. 

Modal 
Verb

Adverb

may brightly

mightily harshly

‘New’ is the adverb 
in my sentence.



Consolidating Word Classes  1 Consolidating Word Classes  1

4a. Millie has sorted some words into 

different word classes.

Do you agree? Explain why.

4b. Marcus has sorted some words into 

different word classes.

Do you agree? Explain why.

5a. Jake has written the following 

sentence:

I want to pick a bunch of flowers for my 

mum.

He says,

Is Jake correct? Explain how you know.

5b. Sana has written the following 

sentence:

The sheep stood closely together in a 

large flock to keep warm. 

She says,

Is Sana correct? Explain how you know.

6a. Write a sentence which uses the word 

‘break’ as a noun.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ .

Write a sentence which uses the word 

‘break’ as a verb.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ .

6b. Write a sentence which uses the word 

‘dream’ as a noun.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ .

Write a sentence which uses the word 

‘dream’ as a verb.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ .

R R

R R

A A
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Adjective Adverb

enormous friendly

sparkly happily

‘Bunch’ is a common 
noun in my 
sentence.

Adjective Adverb

greedily proudly

tiny soon

‘Sheep’ is a 
collective noun in 

my sentence.



Consolidating Word Classes  1 Consolidating Word Classes  1

7a. Jade has sorted some words into 

different word classes.

Do you agree? Explain why.

7b. Ahmed has sorted some words into 

different word classes.

Do you agree? Explain why.

8a. Grant has written the following 

sentence:

The tiny mouse with dove-grey fur 

scuttled into the hole in the floorboards. 

He says,

Is Grant correct? Explain how you know.

8b. Suki has written the following 

sentence:

I have a large aquarium with seventeen 

gold-fish in it.

She says,

Is Suki correct? Explain how you know.

9a. Write a sentence which uses the word 

‘pretty’ as an adverb.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ .

Write a sentence which uses the word 

‘pretty’ as an adjective.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ .

9b. Write a sentence which uses the word 

‘long’ as an adjective.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ .

Write a sentence which uses the word 

‘long’ as an adverb.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ .

R R

R R

A A
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Adjective Adverb

early early

loud loudly

‘Dove-grey’ needs a 

hyphen because it is a 

compound adjective.

Adjective Adverb

heartily hearty

late late

‘Gold-fish’ needs a 

hyphen because it is a 

compound adjective.



Application and Reasoning
Consolidating Word Classes  1

Application and Reasoning
Consolidating Word Classes  1

1a. No, she is incorrect. She has classified 

might as an adverb. It is a modal verb. 
2a. He is incorrect because quickly is an 

adverb. Cold is the adjective.

3a. Various answers, for example: I like to 

use paint to create pictures (noun). I paint 

with my mum on Saturdays (verb).

4a. No, she is incorrect. She has classified 

friendly as an adverb. It is an adjective. 
5a. He is incorrect because bunch, as in 

bunch of flowers, is a collective noun. 
6a. Various answers, for example: I like to 

take a break when I am doing my 

homework (noun). Break that piece of 

chocolate into two (verb).

7a. Yes, she is correct. Early can be both 

an adjective and an adverb. 

8a. He is correct because ‘dove-grey’ is a 

compound adjective and needs a 

hyphen.

9a. Various answers, for example: It has 

taken a pretty long time to complete this 

word search (adverb). Sunflower petals 

are a pretty yellow colour (adjective).

1b. No, he is incorrect. He has classified 

mightily as a modal verb. It is an adverb. 

2b. She is incorrect because new is an 

adjective. Now is the adverb.

3b. Various answers, for example: 

Perfumes have a nice smell (noun). I can 

smell the cookies baking (verb).

4b. No, he is incorrect. He has classified 

greedily as an adjective. It is an adverb. 

5b. She is incorrect because sheep is a 

plural common noun. Flock is the 

collective noun.

6b. Various answers, for example: I had a 

dream last night (noun). I dream of 

opening a café one day (verb).

7b. No, he is incorrect. Late can be both 

an adverb and an adjective, but hearty is 

an adjective and heartily is an adverb. 
8b. She is incorrect. Goldfish is a 

compound noun that doesn’t need a 

hyphen. 

9b. Various answers, for example: In 

winter, I wear a long coat to keep warm 

(adjective). I will be having my lunch 

before long (adverb).
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1a. Tracey thinks the only preposition that 

could complete the sentence below is 

‘to’.

I went _______ the supermarket after 

work but I forgot to take my 

shopping list.

Is she correct? Explain how you know.

1b. Willow thinks it is possible to complete 

this sentence by only using the 

preposition ‘on’. 

Ethan went _______ the theme park 

last week and he went _______ all the 

scary rides!

Is she correct? Explain how you know.

2a. Replace the coordinating conjunction 

in the sentence below with a 

subordinating conjunction but keep the 

meaning of the sentence the same.

“I want to watch the football game

but we don’t have that channel on 

our television!” moaned Charlie.

2b. Replace the coordinating conjunction 

in the sentence below with a 

subordinating conjunction but keep the 

meaning of the sentence the same.

The teenagers looked tired in the 

morning for they had stayed up all 

night revising for their math exam.

3a. Write a sentence which has two 

clauses, two determiners and uses the 

words below.

Remember to include the correct 

punctuation.

3b. Write a sentence which has two 

clauses, two prepositions and uses the 

words below.

Remember to include the correct 

punctuation.

R R

A A

A A
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lunchtime

favourite serving

soup waiting

bus stop talking

strange

although assince if whilebecause



Consolidating Word Classes  2 Consolidating Word Classes  2

4a. Terence thinks there is only one 

possible preposition that could complete 

the sentence below. 

On the day following his book 

launch, Dave was suffering _______ a 

severe headache because he was 

dehydrated.

Is he correct? Explain how you know.

4b. Tabitha thinks it is not possible to 

complete the sentence below by using 

the same preposition. 

_______ two weeks, the celebrity was 

still reluctant to leave Asia even 

though she has been plagued with 

insect bites _______ her stay. 

Is she correct? Explain how you know.

5a. Replace the subordinating 

conjunction in the sentence below with a 

coordinating conjunction but keep the 

meaning of the sentence the same.

Everyone looked at me accusingly 

because I entered the school hall 

half way through the assembly.

5b. Replace the coordinating conjunction 

in the sentence below with a 

subordinating conjunction but keep the 

meaning of the sentence the same.

My brother always takes lots of 

photographs during our holidays so 

we can remember the fun we had.

6a. Write a multi-clause sentence which 

includes at least one determiner, at least 

one preposition and uses the words 

below.

Remember to include the correct 

punctuation.

6b. Write a multi-clause sentence which 

includes at least one determiner, at least 

one preposition and uses the words 

below.

Remember to include the correct 

punctuation.

R R

A A

A A
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yet

dessert calories

really shops

provided that wander

friend

but fornor
in order 

that
even ifbecause



Consolidating Word Classes  2 Consolidating Word Classes  2

7b. Noah thinks that the missing 

prepositions in the sentence below can 

only consist of two letters each. 

My mum, who is _______ her way back 

now, will take us _______ the park 

when she gets home, if she is in a 

good mood.

Is he correct? Explain how you know.

8a. Replace the coordinating conjunction 

in the sentence below with a 

subordinating conjunction but keep the 

meaning of the sentence the same.

Ever since she was four years old, 

Henrietta had wished to own a cute 

puppy but she is allergic to dogs.

8b. Replace the coordinating conjunction 

in the sentence below with a 

subordinating conjunction but keep the 

meaning of the sentence the same.

Theo, whose mum is 40 on 

Saturday, is baking a cake and 

making a card out of recycled 

paper. 

9a. Write a multi-clause sentence which 

includes a fronted adverbial, at least one 

determiner, one preposition and uses the 

words below.

Remember to include the correct 

punctuation.

9b. Write a multi-clause sentence which 

includes a fronted adverbial, at least one 

determiner, one preposition and uses the 

words below.

Remember to include the correct 

punctuation.

R R

A A

A A
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results

whereas library

achieve breakfast

coffee before

cereal

7a. Holly thinks that there are two 

prepositions that could complete the 

sentence below and they are both made 

up of two words. 

The headteacher noticed that 

whenever a supply teacher taught 

the class, _______ _______ their usual 

teacher, the class behaved badly.

Is she correct? Explain how you know.



Application and Reasoning
Consolidating Word Classes  2

Application and Reasoning
Consolidating Word Classes  2

1a. Tracey is incorrect because other 

prepositions could be used in the 

sentence, for example: in; into; near and 

past.

2a. although

3a. Various answers, for example: Mary 

wanted some vegetable soup but her 
favourite café was only serving pea and 

ham this lunchtime. In this sentence, 

‘some’ and ‘her’ are both determiners.

4a. Terence is incorrect because the 

prepositions ‘with’ or ‘from’ could be used 

to complete the sentence. 

5a. for

6a. Various answers, for example: In all 

honesty, I am counting my calories, yet I 

am really tempted by that chocolate 

dessert because it looks delicious! The 

determiners used are ‘my’ and ‘that’; the 

preposition used is ‘by’. 

7a. Holly is correct because the missing 

preposition could be ‘instead of’ or ‘other 

than’.

8a. Various possible answers, for example: 

although and even though.

9a. Various answers, for example: As 

regular studying helps people achieve 

higher results, university students can often 

be found revising quietly in the library. The 

determiner used is ‘the’; the preposition 

used is ‘in’. 

1b. Willow is incorrect because the 

preposition ‘to’ is also needed to 

complete the sentence, as ‘Ethan went on 

the theme park’ is grammatically 

incorrect.

2b. because

3b. Various answers, for example: I was 

waiting at the bus stop when a strange 

lady started talking toward me. In this 

sentence, ‘at’ and ‘toward’ are both 

prepositions.

4b. Tabitha is correct because neither 

preposition that fits in one gap fits in the 

other, there are various answers, for 

example: ‘after’ and ‘during’ or

‘throughout’

5b. in order that

6b. Various answers; for example: During 
summer, I was allowed to wander in and 

out of the shops on the high street with my 
friend, provided that we promised to stay 

together at all times. The determiners used 

are ‘my’ and ‘the’; the prepositions used 

are ‘during’, ‘in’, ‘out’, ‘of’, ‘on’, ‘with’, ‘at’. 

7b. Noah is incorrect because whilst this 

could be true using ‘on’ and ‘to’, other 

prepositions could be used instead of to, 

which have more than two letters, for 

example: around.

8b. As well as

9b. Various answers, for example: As 

usual, Lolly drank coffee with her cereal at 
breakfast, which was always around 7am, 

before heading out to start the day. The 

determiners used are ‘her’ and ‘the’; the 

prepositions used are ‘at’ and ‘around’. 
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Consolidating Lists Consolidating Lists

1a. Look at the information below:

• teddy

• toy cars

• bedtime story books

• bath toys

Write a sentence which lists all of the 

information. Remember to punctuate your 

sentence correctly.

4b. Look at the information below:

• sliced lemon

• crushed ice

• fruit for garnish

• lemonade

Write a sentence which lists all of the 

information. Remember to punctuate your 

sentence correctly.

2a. Organise the following information 

into a list using bullet points. 

Present ideas for Dad

a book, CD or DVD; hot-air balloon ride, 

take him out for a meal, buy a voucher 

for the cinema, a bottle of wine.

Remember to punctuate correctly and 

begin your bullet points with the same 

word class.

5a. Organise the following information 

into a list using bullet points. 

New Puppy list

We will need some dog food, a collar, 

lead, toys, blanket, bed, bone and food 

bowl.

Remember to punctuate correctly and 

begin your bullet points with the same 

word class.

3a. Sally is writing a sentence using 

punctuation for lists. 

Explain any mistakes. Rewrite the 

sentence using correct punctuation. 

6a. Corey is writing a sentence using 

punctuation for lists. 

Explain any mistakes. Rewrite the 

sentence using correct punctuation. 

A A

A A

R R
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Sally Corey

You will need: scissors glue 

strong card glitter googly 

eyes and coloured pens.

I am making a cake with all 

your favourite ingredients, 

chocolate jam sweets sugar 

and marzipan. 



Consolidating Lists Consolidating Lists

4a. Look at the information below:

• some tulips, roses and daffodils

• a 2-litre and a 4-litre bottle of milk

• two loaves of bread, one wholemeal

and one white

• a bag of sugar

Write a sentence which lists all of the 

information. Remember to punctuate your 

sentence correctly.

4b. Look at the information below:

• will I share a bathroom?

• do you supply towels, in the room and

for the pool?

• can I use all the pools?

• do I need to pre-order my food?

Write a sentence which lists all of the 

information. Remember to punctuate your 

sentence correctly.

5a. Organise the following information 

into a list using bullet points. 

Things to remember for the party

Make the birthday cake, order the 

sandwiches, remember to collect them;  

candles, room decorations and balloons 

and confirm the magician. 

Remember to punctuate correctly and 

begin your bullet points with the same 

word class.

5a. Organise the following information 

into a list using bullet points. 

Things to do before the holiday

sun cream, new beach towels, buy flip 

flops for everyone, new suitcase for Mum, 

clean my old suitcase, passport.

Remember to punctuate correctly and 

begin your bullet points with the same 

word class.

6a. Emelia is writing a sentence using 

punctuation for lists. 

Explain any mistakes. Rewrite the 

sentence using correct punctuation. 

6a. Frankie is writing a sentence using 

punctuation for lists. 

Explain any mistakes. Rewrite the 

sentence using correct punctuation. 

A A

A A

R R
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Don’t forget: lock the 

windows close the gate, in 

the back and front garden, 

water the plants; set the 

alarm and leave a spare key 

next door.
Emelia Frankie

You will need a range of 

ingredients to make the 

curry. Two tins of tomatoes, 

large or small; three chopped 

peppers; some chopped 

garlic and some mild curry 

paste. 



Consolidating Lists Consolidating Lists

7a. Look at the information below:

• drinks – both fizzy and still – in small

bottles, not cans

• sweets (except for jelly sweets)

• large bags of crisps

• cold sandwiches, both vegetarian and

meat

Write a sentence which lists all of the 

information. Remember to punctuate your 

sentence correctly.

7b. Look at the information below:

• cheeseburgers (with or without onions)

• bacon, lettuce and tomato

• cheddar cheese (strong), farmhouse

ham and chutney

• smoked salmon and cream cheese –

bagels only

Write a sentence which lists all of the 

information. Remember to punctuate your 

sentence correctly.

8a. Organise the following information 

into a list using bullet points. 

The week before the wedding

pick up men’s suits (except Dan’s), 

collect the cake from bakery, take table 

decorations and cake to venue, collect 

glass vases then finish table decorations, 

organise a time slot for the flower 

delivery, have a bath and chill out!

Remember to punctuate correctly and 

begin your bullet points with the same 

word class.

8b. Organise the following information 

into a list using bullet points. 

Checklist before leaving on Friday

lock up the garage, tidy the kitchen, lock 

the windows (downstairs only), move 

rabbits into the garage and leave pet’s 

feeding instructions  - and garage key -

for neighbours.

Remember to punctuate correctly and 

begin your bullet points with the same 

word class.

9a. Gareth is writing a sentence using 

punctuation for lists. 

Explain any mistakes. Rewrite the 

sentence using correct punctuation. 

9a. Charlotte is writing a sentence using 

punctuation for lists. 

Explain any mistakes. Rewrite the 

sentence using correct punctuation. 

A A

A A

R R
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Gareth Charlotte

The hotel provides all the 

essentials you should need, 

towels, toiletries, hairdryer, 

straighteners and tongs, iron, 

kettle and toaster, biscuits, 

slippers and robes.

Don’t forget: take food out of 

the freezer, boil some eggs –

for sandwiches – and make 

tuna mix, prepare the 

sandwiches, empty the car 

boot and buy milk and bread 

(on the way home).
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Application and Reasoning
Consolidating Lists

1a. Various answers, for example: Essentials I 
need to remember for baby William: his teddy, 
toy cars, a few bedtime story books and his 
favourite bath toys.
2a. Present ideas for Dad:
• book
• CD or DVD
• hot-air balloon ride
• meal out
• cinema voucher

• bottle of wine
3a. She has used a colon after a phrase, not
an independent clause and has not used any
commas to separate the items in the list. You
will need, scissors, glue, card, glitter, googly
eyes and coloured pens.

4a. Various answers, for example: There are 
many things on my shopping list: some tulips, 
roses and daffodils; a 2-litre and a 4-litre bottle 
of milk; two loaves of bread, one wholemeal 
and one white and a bag of sugar. The 
independent clause before the colon may 
vary. 
5a. Things to remember for the party:
• make birthday cake
• order sandwiches, and collect
• buy candles
• decorate room and blow up balloons
• confirm the magician.
6a. She has not used a colon to introduce the
list after an independent clause. Commas
should be used to separate the items in the
list, except for the first item, as it has extra
information added for clarification. You will
need a range of ingredients to make the
curry: two tins of tomatoes, large or small;
three chopped peppers, some chopped
garlic and some mild curry paste.

1b. Various answers, for example: When I’m 
making a long summer drink I use: sliced 
lemon, crushed ice, fruit for garnish and 
lemonade. 
2b. Things to buy for the new puppy:
• dog food
• collar and lead
• toys
• blanket and bed
• bone

• food bowls
3b. He has used a comma instead of a colon
after the independent clause and he has not
used commas to separate the items in the list.
I am making a cake with all your favourite
ingredients: chocolate, jam, sweets, sugar
and marzipan.

4b. Various possible answers, for example: I 
have a few issues to clarify before I arrive 
including: sharing a bathroom, supplying of 
towels, both for the room and for the pool; 
using the pools and selecting food. The 
independent clause may vary.
5b. Things to do before my holiday:
• buy lots of sun cream
• buy beach towels
• get flip-flops for everyone
• buy a new suitcase for Mum
• clean my old suitcase
• find passport.
6b. He has used a colon after a phrase, not an
independent clause. Commas should be used
to separate each item on the list, except for
the second item, which needs a comma and
a semi-colon, as it has extra information
added for clarification. Don’t forget, lock the
windows, close the gate, in the back and front
garden; water the plants, set the alarm and
leave a spare key next door.
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7a. Various answers, for example: We will 
need to take several snacks for the journey: a 
selection of drinks – both fizzy and still – in 
small bottles, not cans; sweets (except for jelly 
sweets); two large bags of crisps and a 
selection of cold sandwiches, both vegetarian 
and meat. The independent clause before the 
colon may vary. 
8a. In the week before the wedding:
• pick up men’s suits (except Dan’s)
• collect the cake from bakery
• take table decorations and cake to the

venue
• collect glass vases then finish table

decorations
• organise a time slot for the flower delivery
• have a bath and chill out!
9a. He has not included a colon after the
independent clause. He should have included
semi-colons after ‘tongs’ and ‘toaster’. The
hotel provides all the essentials you should
need: towels, toiletries, hairdryer, straighteners
and tongs; iron, kettle and toaster; biscuits,
slippers and robes.

Application and Reasoning
Consolidating Lists

7b. Various answers, for example: There is a 
wide variety of sandwiches available to suit 
every taste, including: cheeseburgers (with or 
without onions); bacon, lettuce and tomato; 
cheddar cheese (strong), farmhouse ham and 
chutney and smoked salmon and cream 
cheese – bagels only. The independent 
clause before the colon may vary. 
8b. Before leaving the house on Friday:
• tidy the kitchen
• lock the windows (downstairs only)
• move rabbits into the garage
• lock up garage
• leave pet’s feeding instructions – and

garage key – for neighbours.
9b. She has used a colon after a phrase that is 
not an independent clause and used a 
comma rather than a semi-colon after the 
word ‘mix’. Don’t forget: take food out of the 
freezer, boil some eggs – for sandwiches –
and make tuna mix; prepare the sandwiches, 
empty the car boot and buy milk and bread 
(on the way home).

classroomsecrets.co.uk
Application and Reasoning – Consolidating Lists ANSWERS

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2019



Consolidating Prefixes and 

Suffixes

Consolidating Prefixes and 

Suffixes

1a. Add a prefix to the underlined word in 

the sentence below to change the 

meaning of the sentence.

Edgar’s homework is 

finished.

Explain how the meaning of the sentence 

has changed.

1b. Add a prefix to the underlined word in 

the sentence below to change the 

meaning of the sentence.

Bess agreed with Tatum 

about the best pizza 

toppings.

Explain how the meaning of the sentence 

has changed.

2a. Choose a root word from the word 

bank below that can have both a prefix 

and suffix added to it to create a new 

word.

Use the word in a sentence.

2b. Choose a root word from the word 

bank below that can have both a prefix 

and suffix added to it to create a new 

word.

Use the word in a sentence.

3a. True or false? 

The prefixes ‘super’ and ‘re’ can both be 

added to the root word below to make 

two words with the same meaning.

Explain your answer.

3b. True or false? 

The prefixes ‘mis’ and ‘dis’ can both be 

added to the root word below to make 

two words with the same meaning.

Explain your answer.

R R

A A

R R
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4a. Add a prefix to the underlined word in 

the sentence below to change the 

meaning of the sentence.

Joshua obeyed his mum’s 

rules about playing video 

games after dinner. 

Explain how the meaning of the sentence 

has changed.

4b. Add a prefix to the underlined word in 

the sentence below to change the 

meaning of the sentence.

Maria heard her sister 

shouting for help.

Explain how the meaning of the sentence 

has changed.

5a. Choose a root word from the word 

bank below that can have both a prefix 

and suffix added to it to create a new 

word.

Use the word in a sentence.

5b. Choose a root word from the word 

bank below that can have both a prefix 

and suffix added to it to create a new 

word.

Use the word in a sentence.

6a. True or false? 

The prefixes ‘super’ and ‘re’ can both be 

added to the root word below to make 

two words with the same meaning.

Explain your answer.

6b. True or false? 

The prefixes ‘mis’ and ‘dis’ can both be 

added to the root word below to make 

two words with the same meaning.

Explain your answer.

R R

A A

R R
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7a. Add a prefix to the underlined word in 

the sentence below to change the 

meaning of the sentence.

Ethan, who practises judo 

everyday, won the national

competition. 

Explain how the meaning of the sentence 

has changed.

7b. Add a prefix to the underlined word in 

the sentence below to change the 

meaning of the sentence.

The world renowned doctor 

completed the surgery 

successfully against 

ordinary odds.

Explain how the meaning of the sentence 

has changed.

8a. Choose a root word from the word 

bank below that can have both a prefix 

and suffix added to it to create a new 

word.

Use the word in a sentence.

8b. Choose a root word from the word 

bank below that can have both a prefix 

and suffix added to it to create a new 

word.

Use the word in a sentence.

9a. True or false? 

The prefixes ‘re’ and ‘over’ can both be 

added to the root word below to make 

two words with the same meaning.

Explain your answer.

9b. True or false? 

The suffixes ‘ise’ and ‘ism’ can both be 

added to the root word below to make 

two words with the same meaning.

Explain your answer.

R R

A A

R R
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1a. Unfinished – the sentence now means 

that Edgar did not complete his 

homework.

2a. Various answers, for example: 

uncovered; Henri uncovered another clue 

to help his case.

3a. False, supermodel means a person 

who is very famous for modelling whereas 

remodel means to change the form or 

shape of something.

4a. Disobeyed – the sentence now means 

that Joshua did not follow his mum’s rules. 
5a. Various answers, for example: 

unmotivated; Fletcher was completely 

unmotivated when it came to his 

homework, he simply didn’t care.

6a. False, recharged means that lost 

charge has been restored to something 

where supercharge means extra charge 

has been added to something.

7a. International – the sentence now 

means that he won a competition with 

competitors from different countries, not 

just his own.

8a. Various answers, for example: 

underestimate; Don’t underestimate how 

strong an angry bear can be, especially 

when you have jam sandwiches in your 

bag!

9a. False, reactive means responding to 

something and overactive means 

excessively active.

1b. Disagreed – the sentence now means 

that Bess did not agree with Tatum.

2b. Various answers, for example: 

reacted; Yasmeena’s mum reacted very 

badly when she noticed the antique vase 

had been broken.

3b. False, while the prefixes ‘mis’ and ‘dis’ 

have a similar meaning, ‘dislike’ is a 

correct word whereas ‘mislike’ is not.

4b. Misheard – the sentence now means 

that Maria didn’t hear or didn’t understand 

what she was hearing when her sister was 

shouting for help.

5b. Various answers, for example: 

Reactivate – I ran towards the red button, 

leaping over the broken floorboards in an 

attempt to reactivate the ship’s controls. 
6b. True, mistrust and distrust are both 

valid words that are synonyms of one 

another.

7b. Extraordinary – the sentence now 

means that doctor was successful even 

though he only had a low chance of 

success.

8b. Various answers, for example: 

distasteful; The boy made a rather 

distasteful joke in the playground that 

upset some of the other children.

9b. False, capitalise means to write letters 

in capitals and capitalism means a system 

in which a country's trade and industry are 

controlled by private owners for profit.
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