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Welcome to 

Reception  

 

at  

 

Christ Church CE 

Primary School 
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Christ Church C of E Primary School,  

Early Years Foundation Stage: Reception Class 

 

The importance of play in the Early Years 

Play is Learning! 

 Play is vital in children’s learning. It is the way that children 

make sense of their world. 

 Learning is most successful when children are actively involved 

in hands-on experiences. 

 The most valuable learning experiences are open ended. They 

allow children to learn through their own mistakes and 

successes, guided by a supportive adult who is aware of each 

child’s stage of development. 

 

At Christ Church school we value play and we believe that it is the 

best way for children to learn. 

In Reception, children will have access to a broad and balanced 

curriculum that consists of free, experimental and structured play 

activities as well as teacher-led carpet sessions. 

 

The EYFS Curriculum 

We hope to lay the foundations for future learning, our aims focus 

on fostering and promoting children’s: 

 Personal, social and emotional wellbeing. 

 Positive attitudes to learning 

 Social skills, speaking and listening skills, attention and 

persistence skills. 

 

The Early Years Curriculum is divided into two sections: 

Prime Areas: 

 Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

 Communication and Language 

 Physical Development 

Specific Areas: 

 Literacy (Reading and Writing) 

 Mathematical Development 

 Understanding of the World 

 Expressive Arts and Design 
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As children become more confident in the Prime Areas they increase 

their ability to develop their skills in the Specific Areas.  For 

example, without good gross and fine motor control children will find 

it difficult to use a pencil or scissors effectively. 

 

Our curriculum will include: 

 Personal, Social and Emotional Development: how your child 

feels about themselves and others is very important to us. We 

want your child to develop a positive self-image and have a caring 

attitude towards others. We have high expectations for 

behaviour and will support your child to develop these qualities. 

 Communication and Language: developing listening and speaking 

and understanding skills. 

 Physical Skills: skills such as, riding a bike or scooter, balancing, 

holding a paint brush or a pencil, or cutting with scissors and 

throwing and catching a ball.  

 Literacy: We will teach Phonics and practice early reading and 

writing skills.  

 Mathematics: this includes numbers, counting and work on shape, 

space and measure. 

 Understanding the World: this will help children to consider the 

world that they live in and their role in it.  

 Creative development: your child will be learning lots of new 

things each day. They will demonstrate their new learning in ever 

increasingly creative ways. Through movement, painting, drawing 

your child will be laying down the foundations for clear self-

expression. 

 

Assessment 

When your child begins their Reception year with us they will work 

on activities which will give teachers information about your child’s 

learning and progress. 

It gives us information such as: 

 The things your children know 

 The things they understand 

 What they need to think about some more. 
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This information will help the teachers complete the Reception 

Baseline Assessment which has been statutory for all eligible schools 

from September 2021.   

 

Throughout the school year we continue to assess the children, 

informally.  This is done through observation and regular 

professional conversations with the adults that work with your child.  

We discuss what we know about your child and use this information 

to form our teacher judgements.  We use an electronic learning 

journal called Evidence Me to record wow moments throughout the 

year. 

 

Learning to read in Reception 

We believe that reading should be fun to learn. We also believe that 

reading and learning together is the best way to achieve success. 

 

Children need to know lots about words and books before they can 

begin to read and feel positive about their reading. We want to 

develop a partnership for reading, a partnership between us, you 

and your child. 

 

At Christ Church we use ‘Twinkl Phonics’ across the school to teach 

Phonics. Twinkl Phonics is a DfE approved Phonics scheme which we 

will be rolling out across the school from September 2022.  We feel 

that this approach will give your child the best start they can have. 

 

We teach children to read by introducing them to the letter names, 

what letters look like when we write them (graphemes) and the 

sounds (phonemes) that letters make. 

 

Early in the Autumn Term we will have a reading workshop and a 

meeting to introduce you to our methods and to show you how you 

can be part of that partnership. During that term we will send home 

2 books each week to share with your child.  One will be a ‘reading 

for pleasure’ book which is for you to read to them and the other 

will be a phonetically decodable book that your child will be able to 

read.  Our school reading scheme books match the order in which 
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Phonics is taught so this book will increase your child’s confidence in 

reading.  

 

The more you read with and to our child the more confident they will 

become as a reader. They will develop a lifelong love of books and 

reading.  

 

Writing and drawing in Early Years 

Your child will have many opportunities to draw, paint and write 

during their time with us. We value all efforts and will model writing 

for them at every opportunity.  

 

Let your child ‘scribble’ and ‘pretend to write’, this helps them to 

learn to control their arms, hands and fingers – all important for 

writing!  Talk to your child about their ‘writing’; ask them to read it 

to you.  Let them see you writing.  Teach them to write their name, 

let them use paint, pens and crayons at home. Talk to them about 

the letters and sounds (phonemes) in their names. 

 

Teach your child that they have a capital letter at the beginning of 

their name; try to discourage children writing all of their name in 

capital letters.  Eg. Jane, not JANE. 

 

 

The Importance of E-Safety 

Parents/Carers play a crucial role in ensuring that their children 

understand the need to use the internet/mobile devices in an 

appropriate way.  

 

The school will take every opportunity to help parents understand 

these issues through workshops, parents’ evenings, newsletters, via 

the school website and with information about national/local e-

safety campaigns/literature.  

 

Parents and carers will be encouraged to support the school in 

promoting good e-safety practice and to follow guidelines on the 

appropriate use of digital and video images taken at school events or 

access to parents’ sections of the website. 



 6 

Children will be exposed to and use various websites while they are 

at school under the supervision of staff.  They will be taught about 

the importance of e-safety and how to use devices safely as well how 

to keep themselves safe online. 

 

What can you do to help your child? 

 Bring them to school everyday! 

 Support them to do well and take an interest in their learning. 

 Count with them, count everything, everyday! 

 Read to them and with them at home every day. 

 Talk about and write numbers. 

 Ask them questions about their world. What is….? How do…….? 

What happens when………?  How do you know?  Why? 

 Talk to your child about their day, ask questions. Model speaking 

in full sentences and listening to them – give them time to answer 

and realise that you expect a response when you speak to them. 

 

What will they need to bring to school? 

 Come dressed in named school uniform with a waterproof coat. 

 Bring a named water bottle with water in every day. 

 A school book bag – your child’s first book bag is free which they 

will receive on their first day. 

 A Reading Diary - your child’s first diary is free which they will 

receive on their first day. 

 A change of clothes to keep in school. 

 

Finally…………. 

 

We want you to relax and feel safe in the knowledge that your child 

is in safe hands. We want their time with us to be successful and 

positive. We want your child to develop to their full potential! 

 

If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to come and 

talk to a member of the Early Years team. 


